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Interim Report of the Executing Committee  

Constituted by Hon’ble National Green Tribunal (NGT)  

vide Order dated 07.08.2018  

 

 

1. Introduction 

 

River Ghaggar is an intermittent river, originates near Parwanoo in Himachal Pradesh & 

flows through Punjab, Haryana and Rajasthan. Then it flows through Ambala, Patiala 

(Punjab) and Hissar (Haryana) districts. It enters Rajasthan at Talwara village of Tibbi 

Tehsil of Hanumangarh District. Normally, it gets lost near the Bhatner of Hanumangarh 

district. However, in the time of rainy season, it reaches Suratgarh & Anupgarh tehsils of 

Shri Ganganagar district. Ghaggar-River flows in monsoon season only. It is known as 

Ghaggar before the Ottu barrage and as the Hakra downstream of the barrage. The total 

length of this Ghaggar Hakra River is 465KM. Main tributaries of the Ghaggar Hakra River 

are the Kaushalyariver, Markanda, Sarsuti, Tangri and Chautang. The districts located in 

the Ghaggar basin are mainly; Kurukshetra, Karnal, Sirsa, Hissar, Jind in Haryana, Patiala, 

Ludhiana, Roper, Sangrur in Punjab, Ganganagar, Hanumangarh in Rajasthan and Union 

Territory of Chandigarh.Satellite map of River Ghaggar is given in Figure 1. 

 

                               

 

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/River
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Punjab,_India
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Haryana
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Rajasthan
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2. Sources of Water Pollution  

 

Mainly, major sources of pollution contributing to the pollution load in the river Ghaggar 

are  

(i) Domestic Sources i.e., sewage, solid waste management etc., 

(ii) Industrial Sources i.e., industrial effluent, industrial hazardous waste, waste from 

hospitals etc., 

River Ghaggar receives municipal sewage and industrial effluents from Parwanoo (H.P) 

Pinjore and Panchkula in Haryana and Chandigarh in the upper stretch. In the lower stretch 

river Ghaggar receive waste water from Patiala, Sardulgarh and Dera Bassi in Punjab State, 

Ambala and Hanumangarh in Haryana before its entry in Rajasthan. Details of main sources 

of effluent and sewage discharging into river Ghaggar are given in the Table 1 given 

below:-          

 

           Table1: Sources of Effluent and Sewage discharging into River Ghaggar 

Left side Right side 

Jharmal Choe a combined source of Sewage & 

industrial Effluent of Derabassi, Lalru and Zirakpur 

Sukhna Nalla (Parwanoo) 

Markanda River a combined source of Sewage 

Industrial Effluent of Jatawala Nalla. 

Seasonal Rivulet in Pinjore Kalka 

Samsabad Drain a combined source of Domestic & 

Industrial Effluent of Sirsa 

Baltana Drain a combine drain of 

Mohali Zirakpur, Chandigarh and 

Attawala Nala 

 Dhakansu Drain a combined drain 

of Mohali, Chandigarh and Rajpura 

Industrial waste. 

 Patiala River carrying waste from 

Jacob Drain and a drain carrying 

sewage known as Patiala Ki Rao 

 

 

2.1 Drains discharging wastewater into River Ghaggar 

 

Drains are the channels which are either man made or available in system naturally to carry 

storm water to its disposal point which can be either a river or a lake or sea. However, in 

the absence of sewerage systems or storm water drains, drains turn into open channels to 

carry storm water, sewage and untreated industrial effluent.  
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Details of main drains contributing to river Ghaggar pollution, state-wise  are as follows:- 

 

Himachal Pradesh:- 

The main source of pollution in River Markanda includes Municipal, Commercial and 

Industrial waste from various industries and Kala Amb area. The Jattan Wala Drain is the 

major contributor in degrading the water quality of River Markanda. Jattan Wala Drain 

receives municipal waste water from Kala Amb area as well as treated effluent from various 

industries. 

 

Chandigarh:- 

River Ghaggar is passing at around 7 Kms. distance from Chandigarh and there are two 

main sources of discharge from Chandigarh which contribute to River Ghaggar. They are 

Sukhna Choe and N-Choe. Drains contributing to River Ghaggaar pollution near Chandigarh 

are given in Figure-2. 

 

Drains contributing to River Ghaggaar pollution near Chandigarh 

Punjab:- 

 

There are 13 major drains/ choes/ nallahs which are directly discharging into the river 

Ghaggar There are 29 creeks which are discharging into 13 major drains.  List of 13 major 

drains directly discharging into river Ghaggar in Table 2.  
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Table 2. List of 13 major drains directly discharging into river Ghaggar 

S.No. Name of the 
drain 

Location at which it meets river 
Ghaggar 

Approx. 
Discharge 
(MLD) 

1.  Sukhna Choe 450 m upstream of Bhankhapur Bridge 105 

2.  Dera Bassi Choe Near upstream of Village Satabgarh 17.5 

3.  Jharmal Choe Near Village Tiwana 17.5 

4.  Basauli Drain Near Village Sadhanpur 12.5 

5.  Bagna Drain Village Nanheri, Rajpura - 

6.  Pachisdara Drain 
(Dakansu Choe) 

Near Village Sarala-Khurd 125 

7.  Patiala Nadi Village Ratanheri 150 

8.  Sagarpara Drain Village Sagara 180 

9.  Kaithal Drain Near Khanauri Bridge 15 

10.  Jhambowali choe Village Chandu, Tehsil Moonak 32.5 

11.  Lehragagga Main Near Village Bakshiwala, Distt. Sangrur 82.5 

12.  Sirhind Choe Near Village Kheri, Haryana 245 

13.  Miranpur Choe Near Village Khambera, Haryana 125 

 
Haryana:- 

 

In Haryana, there are 11 major drains, i.e., STP Panchkula, Drain of Panchkula, Sukhna 
Choe, Ambala Drain, Ghail drain, Markanda River, Sagarpara (Saraswati) Drain, Kaithal 
Drain, Ratia Drain and Sukhana Nalllah falling out in River Ghaggar in the State of Haryana. 
Map of river Ghaggar showing towns contribution pollution to River Ghaggar are given in 
Figure-3. 
 

Towns 

contribution pollution to River Ghaggar 
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2.2 Sewage Management 

 

Details with regard to the no. of towns/cities, sewage generation, No. of existing STPs 

and their existing capacities in the catchment of river Ghaggar is given in the Table 3 as 

below.   

 

          Table 3. No. of towns/cities, sewage generation, No. of existing STPs and their 

existing capacities in the catchment of river Ghaggar   

 

S. 

No. 

State No. of 

Cities or 

Towns 

Sewage 

Genertion 

in MLD 

No. of 

STPs 

Existing 

Capacity  

in MLD  

(1) Himachal Pradesh 02 1.95  06 0.100  

(2) Chandigrh 01  245.16 05 221.78 

(3) Punjab 30 338  30 238.76 

(4) Haryana 34 337  57 459  

 

2.3  Sources of Industrial waste water generation in the Catchment of River 

Ghaggar:- 

Following industrial sources were identified, which are located on the banks / catchment 

area of river Ghaggar, as detailed below:- 

 

2.3.1 Industrial Effluent from H.P.   

There are 137 water polluting industries located inn Kala Amb and Parawanoo and 

generating industrial effluent about 6.02 MLD and majorly comprising pharmaceutical 

pharmulation, metal finishing, pulp & paper, electroplating. Most of the industries have 

reported to be installed captive ETPs and having capacity about 8.62 MLD 

 

2.3.2 Industrial effluent from Chandigarh 

 

Chandigarh is neither having 17 category of highly polluting industry nor there is any 

grossly polluting industry. There are total 3336 no. of industries operational in Chandigarh 

which comprise of 192 Red, 575 Orange, 577 Green and 1625 are White category 

industries. Red category industries includes 98 Nos. of very small scale electroplating unit, 

5 nos. of sewage treatment plants, 48 nos. of pickling plants, 1 no. Slaughter house 

(abattoir) run by Municipal Corporation Chandigarh, 11 nos. of microbreweries and 4 nos. 

of zinc processing units. Orange category industries include majority of small scale Hotel 

and Restaurant which are 229 in nos. 10 nos. bottling plants, around 44 nos. of hospitals, 
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7 nos. of wire drawing unit without pickling, 91 nos. of service stations. Table 4 gives the 

details of industries in Chandigarh:- 

Table 4. Details of water polluting industries in Chandigarh 

Type of the Industry No. of 

industries 

Water 

Consumption 

in MLD 

Wastewater 

Generation 

in MLD 

Electroplating 98 0.371 0.161 

Foundries 33 0.053 0.001 

Hotel & Restaurants 229 5.498 0.176 

Sewage Treatment Plants 05 221.78 221.78 

Potable Alcohol's bottling 

plants 

10 0.352 0.022 

Automobile Service Stations 91 0.479 0.127 

Hospitals 44 1.212 0.387 

Wire Drawing with Pickling  48 - - 

Wire Drawing without 

Pickling 

07 - - 

Slaughter House (Abattoir) 01 0.048 0.001 

Zinc processing units 04 - - 

Microbreweries 11 0.3 0.048 

 

2.3.3 Industrial Effluent-Punjab  
 

There are 48 water polluting industries in the catchment area of river Ghaggar at Dera 

Bassi and Patiala Nadi and adjoining areas. Brief detail about the  industries having ETPs 

and online continuous monitoring system installed is given in Table 5 as under: 

Table 5. Industries having ETPs and installed online continuous monitoring 

system 

Sr. 
No. 

Type of industry No. of 
units 

No. of 
industries 
installed 
ETPs 

No. of industries 
installed  online 
continous 
monitoring system 

1)  Pharmaceutical 
industries 

11 11 5 

2)  Pharmaceutical 
formulation units 

3 3 0 

3)  Dyeing units 8 8 0 

4)  Pulp & Paper mills 2 2 2 
5)  Electroplating 

industries 
5 CETP* 0 

6)  Engineering goods 
units 

3 CETP  
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7)  Pesticide 
manufacturing 

1 1 1 

8)  Distillery unit 1 1 1 
9)  Brewery unit 1 1 0 
10)  Meat Plant 2 2 0 
11)  Gelatine 

manufacturing 
unit 

1 1 0 

12)  Organic Chemical 
manufacturing 
units 

2 2 0 

13)  Resin 
Manufacturing 

1 1 0 

14)  Pulp & Paper mills 4 4 3 
15)  Distillery unit 1 1 1 
16)  Board mills 2 2 0 

 

2.3.4  Industrial Effluent from Haryana State 

 

 The industrial pollution is controlled by the HSPCB through consent Management system 

The Industries applies for obtaining consent in prescribed form. They submit detail of 

effluent to be generated and the capacity of Effluent Treatment Plant (ETP). The industries 

are either installed in Industrial Area or outside the industrial area. Most of Industrial areas 

are having CETP for the treatment of effluent generated from the industries (Trade + 

Domestic). There are 193 water polluting industries  located in three distrcits and 

generating industrial effluent at about 4.12 MLD. There are  06 no. of CETPs and total 

treatment capacity of 06 CETPs is about 3 KLD having a gap of about 1.12 KLD 

 

2.4 Solid Waste Management  

 

Himachal Pradesh:- 

Total solid waste generation of Kala Amb area is approx. 3 to 4 Metric Tons per day. SADA, 

Trilokpur( Under District Administration) is the agency responsible for collection and 

disposal of solid waste. Dustbins have been provided by SADA, Trilokpur at various 

locations. Collected waste is then disposed of at Solid Waste Dumping Site of Municipal 

Council, Nahan. No details with regard to the solid waste generation in parawanoo area 

provided by the HPPCB. 

 

Chandigarh:-  

Municipal Corporation, Chandigarh is collecting daily around 450 Tonnes of municipal waste 

from all over Chandigarh and hand over the waste to the Processing Plant at Dadu majra 

which has RDF plant of 500 Tonnes/day, Compost Plant of 300 Tonnes/day and Bio-

Methanation Plant of 5 Tonnes/day.  
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Municipal solid waste is being collected from house to house through cycle carts and 

transferred to Sahaj Safai Kendra (SSK)/Municipal Bin and it is transported to Processing 

Plant. Waste from mandi and hotels goes directly to Dumping Ground. In the Processing 

Plant (which is operated by Jai Parkash Associates Ltd.) municipal waste is processed and 

converted into RDF (Refused Derived Fuel) which is further used in kilns and other furnaces 

as fuel additive. Old Dumping site has been capped and covered and sanitary landfill site 

has been developed under the CPCB project in which around 50 % funding was done by 

CPCB. Out of 45 Acres total area of Dumping Ground, 25 Acres has been reclaimed by 

capping of 16.72 Acres and 8.28 Acres sanitary land fill site has been developed in a 

scientific manner. Daily around 450 Tonnes municipal waste is generated in Chandigarh 

and transported to Processing Plant or Dumping Ground. 

Punjab:- 

Details with regard to the solid waste generation is not provided by the State. 

 

Haryana:- 

Total solid waste generation in the catchment of river Ghaggar in seven districts is about 

2426 TPD. 

 

2.5 Management of Bio-Medical Waste 

 

Himachal Pradesh:-  

There are only three medical Health care facilities in Kala Amb. All the facilities have been 

covered under Bio Medical Waste Management Rules, 2016. The bio medical waste 

generated is disposed of through a Common Bio Medical Waste Disposal Facility located at 

Solan, H.P.  

 

Chandigarh:- 

Chandigarh is having total 788 Health Care Facilities (HCFs) which are generating 

biomedical waste. These 788 HCFs include 49 bedded hospitals, 583 small 

clinics/dispensaries, 13 veterinary institutions, 3 animals houses, 4 blood banks, 118 

pathological laboratories, 4 research institutes and 14 ayush hospitals/dispensaries. Total 

bed strength in Chandigarh is 4413. On an average 2503 kgs of biomedical waste is being 

generated in Chandigarh on daily basis and the same is being treated daily. There is only 

one Bio-medical Waste Treatment Facility operational in Chandigarh which is collecting bio-

medical waste from all Private health care facilities including Hospitals, Nursing Homes, 

Clinics etc. and disposing off the waste after proper treatment. Presently two incinerators 

are operational which are installed at PGIMER, Sector 12 and GMSH, Sector 16 with 

capacities of 200 kg/hr and 100 kg/hr respectively. These two Institutes treat their bio-

medical waste in their own facility. 
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Punjab:- 

There are 1241 HCFs in the catchment of river Ghaggar. 1105 out of 1241 are disposing 

generated bio-medical waste through CBWTF whereas 136 HCFs have not taken neither 

membership of CBWTF nor disposing the generated bio-medical waste through CBWTF in 

accordance with the Bio-medical Waste Management Rules, 2016 

 

Haryana: - 

Present scenario of Bio Medical Waste Management in Haryana 

  Total number of HCFs in the State   : 3412 

  Total number of Bedded HCFs    : 2410  

  Total number of Non Bedded HCFs   : 1039 

  Total number of Beds in HCFs    : 48357 

  Total BMW waste generated in State   : 11732 Kg/ day 

  

For the treatment of this Bio medical Waste, 11 no. of Common Bio medical Waste 

Treatment Facilities (CBWTFs) has been authorized in the State. The total incineration 

capacity of these CBWTFs to treat Bio Medical Waste is 39600 Kg/day. All the CBWTFs 

have upgraded their incinerator to meet revised emissions standards as per MOEF 

Notification 2016 and provided Online Continuous Monitoring System on their incinerator. 

The 3393 number of Health Care Facilities made agreement with these CBWTFs for 

collection & disposal of their Bio Medical Waste.   The Govt. of Haryana, Environment & 

Climate Change Department has constituted State Level Advisory Committee (SLAC) and 

1st meeting of SLAC has already been held under the Chairmanship of Additional Chief 

Secretary to Govt. of Haryana, Health Department-cum-Chairman of SLAC on 16.8.2018.  

 

2.6 Management of Hazardous Waste 

 

Himachal Pradesh:- 

There are around 400 industrial units in Kala Amb. The industries generating hazardous 

waste have been covered under Hazardous & Other Waste (Management & Trans 

Boundary) Rules, 2016. The Hazardous Waste generated by various industries is disposed 

of to Common disposal facility at scientific landfill site at Dhabota, Nalagarh, District – Solan 

(H.P).  No. of hazardous waste generating industries in Parwanoo district have not 

provided. However, HPPCB informed that  all the industries are disposing of their waste 

through a Common TSDF. 

Chandigarh:- 

As very less amount (2847 MT in F.Y. 2016-2017) of hazardous waste is generated in 

Chandigarh, therefore the waste is transported and disposed off in the facilities available 
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in the nearby states. For disposal of landfillable waste (70 MT), Chandigarh Pollution 

Control Committee has made formal agreement with Punjab Pollution Control Board for 

utilizing their TSDF facility namely M/s Ramky Enviro Engineers Ltd. (Unit: Punjab Waste 

Management Project). CPCC has authorised M/s Ramky Enviro Engineer Ltd. for collection 

and transportation of landfillable hazardous waste from various units located in Chandigarh 

to their TSDF located at Village Nimbua, Derabassi, Punjab. For disposal of incinerable 

waste (11.25 MT), CPCC has authorised M/s Bharat Oil and Waste Management Ltd. 

Sahibabad, Industrial Area, Ghaziabad, U.P. for collection and transportation of incinerable 

hazardous waste from various units located in Chandigarh. For disposal of recyclable waste 

i.e. used oil, spent acid, acid residue (2767 MT), CPCC has authorised the following units 

located in Punjab, Haryana and UP for collection and transportation of recyclable waste 

from various units located in Chandigarh to their facilities.   

 

Punjab:- 

As per the interim order dt. 14-10-2003 of Hon’ble Supreme Court in Writ Petition (Civil) 

No. 657 of 1995, regarding handling of hazardous waste and development of common 

treatment, storage and disposal facility, a Common Treatment, Storage and Disposal 

Facility (CTSDF) at Village Nimbuan, Tehsil Dera Bassi, Distt. SAS Nagar was constructed 

by M/s Nimbuan Green Field Punjab Limited (NGPL) and commissioned in October, 2007. 

The facility has been designed for 15 years capacity considering the generation of storable 

quantity of hazardous waste as 36,000MTA based on the assessment study carried out 

by M/s Tetratech India Limited. The total capacity of the facility is 5,40,000 MT. The 

capacity to store hazardous waste in the existing CTSDF is sufficient upto year 2030 at 

the present rate of generation. The vehicles used by the common facility operator for 

transportation of hazardous waste are equipped with GPS system.  

 

At present no common incinerator has been installed at CTSDF and the same is under 

planning. All the major industries generating incinerable hazardous waste have installed 

captive incinerator in their premises for disposal of incinerable waste. Eighteen such 

captive incinerators are in operation for the disposal of incinerable waste.  

 

In addition to the above, the incinerable waste from the remaining industries is received 

by the operator of CTSDF and is incinerated at the incinerator installed by the CTSDF at 

its another unit at Kanpur. Since, the Hazardous Waste generated by the industries in the 

catchment area of River Ghaggar is handled and managed in proper manner through the 

Common Treatment, Storage & Disposal Facility installed at Vill. Nimbuan, Tehsil Dera 

Bassi, Distt. SAS Nagar, as such, there is no impact of this waste on the water quality of 

River Ghaggar. Data of quantity of hazardous waste generated during the period January, 

2018 to December, 2018 is given in Table 6 as under : 
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Table 6. District-wise hazardous waste generation quantities in the catchment 

of river Ghaggar 

S.No Name of 

District 

Quantity of hazardous waste generated (in TPA) 

Incinerable Disposable Recyclable 

1 Sangrur 72.53 664.176 332.426 

2. Mansa  92.08 2.2 170.33 & 8400 drums 

3. SAS Nagar 1453.148 7263.23 120 

4. Patiala 243.18 1053.39 5355.75 

 

Haryana:- 

The State is having 01 no. Common Treatment, Storage and Disposal Facility (CTSDF) for 

Hazardous Waste located at village Pali, District Faridabad, which is authorized for 

collection, transportation, treatment and disposal of various hazardous waste generated in 

the State. As per annual report 2016-17 state was having 3941 nos. of hazardous waste 

generating units, which have generated 58829.43 Tonnes of hazardous waste, and the 

disposal details are given in Table 7 as under:  

Table 7. Status of hazardous waste generation and disposal in Haryana State 

  Qunaity in Tonnes 

Quantity disposed in captive sanitary landfill 687.7 

Quantity disposed through common sanitary landfill 

(CTSDF) 

8308.1 

Quantity disposed through captive incinerator 4135.4 

Quantity disposed through common incinerator (CTSDF) 20459.6 

Quantity disposed through co-processing in cement kilns 5089.1 

Quantity utilized (rule 9) 3566.2 

Quantity recycled (schedule 4) 7458.8 

Quantity of hazardous waste stored with occupier 9124.1 

   

The State was having 124 nos. of authorized private facilities for commonly recyclable 

hazardous wastes, as per annual report for the year 2016-17.  

 

3. Hon’ble National Green Tribunal (Ngt), Principal Bench, New Delhi Vide Its 

Order Dated 07.08.2018 In The Matter Of Oa No. 138 Of 2016 (Tnhrc) & Oa No. 

139 Of 2016 (Tnhrc) Stench Grips Mansa’s Sacred Ghaggar River (Suo-Motu Case) 

and Yogender Kumar. 

 

The National Human Rights Commission took suomotu on a news item published in ‘The 

Tribune’ on 12.5.2014 and sent the record to the Hon’ble NGT.  Hon’ble NGT in its latest 

order dated 07/08/2018 had constituted an “Executing Committee” for executing the orders 
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of Hon’ble NGT on the said matter. The composition of the ‘Executing Committee’ 

Comprises as per the following details:- 

 

Justice Pritam Pal, Former Judge, Punjab and Haryana High 

Court 

: Chairman 

Senior Scientist of Ministry of Environment, Forest & Climate 

Change (MoEF & CC) 

: Member 

Senior Scientist of  CPCB : Member  

 

Central Pollution Control Board (CPCB) is the Nodal Agency 

3.1 Main directions of  Hon’ble NGT Order dated 07.08.2018:- 

 

 Hon’ble NGT in its latest order dated 07/08/2018 directed as follows:- 

 

 Chief Secretaries of the States of Himachal Pradesh, Haryana, Punjab and also the 

Administrator of UT Chandigarh, is required to constitute ‘Special Task Force (STFs), 

within one month from the date of 07.08.2018, to identify persons responsible for 

violation of law so that action can be taken and the STF comprising of  

 

o District Magistrate, Superintendent of Police, Regional Officer of the State Pollution 

Control Boards in concerned District and one person to be nominated by the District 

Judge in every District in his capacity of Head of the District Legal Services Authority.  

 

o At State Level, Chief Secretary, Environment Secretary, Urban Development 

Secretary of Urban Development and Secretary of Local Bodies shall be the members 

of the STF.  

 

o The District Level STFs shall submit a monthly action taken report to the State STFs 

and the State STFs shall furnish a 3 monthly report or the action taken report to the  

Central Pollution Control Board  

 

o Reports of STFs be uploaded on the websites of State Pollution Control Boards as 

well as the Environment Department of the States. 

 

 An action plan with firm timelines is required to be prepared for preventing discharge 

of untreated effluents in the river Ghaggar by setting up appropriate anti-pollution 

device such as STP/ETP/CETP or any other such instruments, for ensuring 

compliance to the laid down standards within the targeted time, by involving civil 

society.  
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 Wherever required polluting units have to be closed.  

 

 Interim report in this regard will be submitted to NGT before 31/01/2019 by email 

at filing.ngt@gmail.com. 

 

 The Committee may also consider need for getting organized health camps and need 

for providing clean drinking water for the affected inhabitants.  

 

 The sampling of ground water may also be done apart from sampling of the river 

water periodically. 

 A copy of the Hon’ble NGT Order dated 07.08.2018 is annexed (Annexure-I). 

 

4.  Initiatives taken by the Executing Committee for ensuring compliance 

to the Hon’ble NGT Order dated 24.07.2018 

 

4.1  Organized nine Executing Committee meetings during August 07, 2018 

to January 08, 2019  

 

Central Pollution Control Board (CPCB) being nodal agency in the matter co-

ordinated with the concerned States and Chandigarh UT Administration in 

organizing nine meetings of the Executing Committee with the support of Punjan 

State Pollution Control Board. The Executing Committee has guided the authorities 

for preparation of the action plans by conducting the assessment w.r.to the 

existing scenario, gaps identification, to prepare action plans with time lines for 

ensuring proper management of industrial pollution control, sewage management 

in rural and urban areas, waste management in an environmentally sound manner 

which include hazardous waste, municipal solid waste, bio-medical waste, e-waste 

so that no waste will become a part of the river bodies. as Upon approval of 

Chairmann, Executing Committee, minutes of the meetings were also circulated 

to all the three States namely Himachal Pradesh, Haryana and Punjab and 

Chandigarh UT Administration for taking further necessary action at their end. 

Details of meetings held with the concerned authorities are given in Table 8  

below:- 

Table 8: Details of meetings held with the officials by the Executing 
Committee 

Sr.No. Meeting Date Venue 

1.  First 31.8.2018 Haryana Niwas, Sector 3, Chandigarh 
2.  Second 11.9.2018 MGISPAP, Sec. 26, Chd. 
3.  Third 21.9.2018 Haryana Pollution Control Board, 

Panchkula 

mailto:filing.ngt@gmail.com
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4.  Fourth 9.10.2018 Conference Hall, Hotel Peter Hof, 
Shimla (H.P.) 

5.  Fifth 22.10.2018 Conference Hall,  
U.T. Secretariat, Sector 9 Chandigarh 

6.  Sixth 15.11.2018 MGISPAP, Sec. 26, Chd. 
7.  Seventh 6.12.2018 O/o Chairman, Executive Committee, 

Forest Complex, Sec. 68, Mohali 
8.  Eighth  22.12.2018 MGISPAP, Sec. 26, Chd. 
9.  Ninth  8.1.2019 O/o Chairman, Executive Committee, 

Forest Complex, Sec. 68, Mohali 
10.  Tenth 22.1.2019 O/o Chairman, Executive Committee, 

Forest Complex, Sec. 68, Mohali 

 

The minutes of nine meetings of the Executing Committee are annexed 

(Annexure-II) 

 

4.3  Organized Joint Monitoring and sampling of River Ghaggar and its 

tributaries, major Drains in the Catchment area of River Ghaggar during 

22 to 30 October 2018 

  

 The Executing Committee also carried out joint monitoring of River Ghaggar and its 

tributaries as well as major drains contributing to the pollution in River Ghaggar during 

22-23.10.2018 and 29-30.10.2018 along with the representatives of H.P. State Pollution 

Control Board, Chandigarh Pollution Control Committee, Punjab Polluution Control Board, 

Haryana State Polluution Control Board. The Executing Committee Team members 

collected samples (Total about 103 samples) of river Ghaggar at 15 locations, 14 drain 

samples and one ground water sample.  

 

The river water samples are analysed for the parameters such as pH, DO, Conductivity, 

TDS, COD, BOD, Total Alkalinity, Total Hardness as CaCO3, Calcium Magnesium, Chloride, 

Sulphate, NO2-N, PO4 – P, NH3- N, Fecal Coliform, Total Coliform. 

 

Drain samples were analysed for heavy metals such as Arsenic, Cadmium, Copper, Lead, 

Chromium (Total), Nickel, Zinc and  Iron (Total) as well as general parameters such as pH, 

TSS, TDS, COD, BOD and NH3- N 

 

Analysis results of the collected samples are given in Annexure-III to V. 

 

4.4.  Uploading of information on  compliance relating to the  Hon’ble NGT 

directions dated 07.08.2018  

 

Information relating to the acitvities of thrr executing committee are  regularly 

being uploaded in CPCB website (http://cpcb.nic.in/ngt-committee/) 

http://cpcb.nic.in/ngt-committee/
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4.5   Organised health camps in association with the States:- 

 

5  Status of follow-up actions taken by the States on Hon’ble NGT Directions dated 

07.08.2018 in the matter of OA No. 138 OF 2016 (TNHRC) & OA NO. 139 Of 2016 

(Tnhrc) Stench Grips Mansa’s Sacred Ghaggar River (Suo-Motu Case) and 

Yogender Kumar 

Follow-up action taken by the states  on the Hon’ble NGT orders dated 07.08.2018 are 

givein the Table 9 as below:- 

Table 9: Status of follow-up actions taken by the States 

Sr. 
No. 

Hon’ble NGT 
Directions 

Status 
H.P. Punjab Chandigarh Haryana 

I. Closure of Industries 
which are violating 
norms during 
7.8.2018 to till date 

6 industries 
propose 
disconnecti
on  

8 prosecuted 01 of  484 05 out of 250 

II. Constitution District 
Level Special Task 
Force (Nos.) 

02 04 
 

01 08 

III. Constitution State 
Level Special Task 
Force (Nos.) 

01 01  01 01 

IV. Number of  onthly 
reports submitted by 
STF 

    

District Level STF - 08 meetings 03 meetings 12 meetings 
* Quarterly report 
State Level STF 

- - 01  - 

* Action taken by 
State Pollution 
Control Board 

- - - - 

V. Number of industries 
not having ETP 

Nil Nil Nil Nil  

VI. Number of industries 
inspected since 
7.8.2018 and status 
of compliance 

Inspected 
69 units 
 
Non-
complying 
:11 ( 
Parawanoo) 

 

Inspected 48 
Industries 
Closed: 10 (as 
per NGT 
Order) 
19 out of  
38 complging 
and 13 non-
complying 

129 inspected 
. 124 
complying 
and 05 are 
non-
complying 

Inpected 43 
Industries.  
Complying :17 
Non-
complying: 26 
05 out of 26 
have already 
been closed  

VII. Uploading of 
information in 
websites 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Yes Yes Yes Yes 
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VIII. Organized Health 
Camps 

    

Dates Dec 2018 
to Jan 
2019 

During 
02.1.2019 to 
18.01.2019 

11.11.2018 - 

Nos. 04 12 01 - 
 
 
 

IX. Ground water 
samples collected 
since 7.8.2018 

55  
(Results 
awaited) 
 

79  
(71 
conforming to 
the Drinking 
water norms) 

07 Sample 
(Not allowed 
for drinking 
purposes) 

24 Samples 
(2 samples 
non-
complying) 
 
 

X. River water samples 
collection and  
analysis frequency 

Monthly Monthly Monthly 
 

Monthly 

XI. Amount to Learned 
Amicus paid or not 
(Rs. 2.00 lac.) 

- Paid 2 Lakhs  - - 

 

6.  Observations of the Executing Committee  

After constantly assessing the work of the four States on the subject in issue, the 

Committee's observations are as under: - 

In fact, the Committee held its first meeting on 31st August, 2018 with all the concerned 

officers of four States (Punjab, Haryana, Himachal Pradesh and Chandigarh).  At the initial 

stage and as well as during the course of observation of the working on the directions of 

the Hon'ble National Green Tribunal, it was felt that there was total lack of sensitivity and 

lack of will on the part of concerned officers to do their job for restoration of quality of 

water of river Ghaggar to the prescribed norms/quality.  During this period under 

observation from 31st of August till January, 2019, the members of the Executive 

Committee had visited 13 places. 

Executive Committee also participated in the six Health Camps organised by the State of 

Himachal Pradesh and Punjab. In the camps, it was observed that there was lot of interest 

of the people living in the catchment area of Ghaggar River and as such members of the 

civil societies as well as elected members of the municipalities/Panchayats also actively 

played their respective role in the 'Cleanliness Drive of Tributaries and Drains'.   On the 

query put to the medical officers by the Chairman of the Committee, after examination of 

the patients, it was found that there was no common water borne disease observed 
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amongst the patients in the camps organised at Kala Amb, Parwanoo (H.P.) and Derabassi 

(Punjab). 

Many a times directions issued by the Committee for the compliance of orders of Hon'ble 

NGT were not acted upon in letter and spirit. However, when this fact was brought to the 

notice of the Chief Secretaries of the four States qua non-compliance of directions, 

thereupon concerned officers and members of STF at District level started taking the 

directions seriously and now reports regarding Action Taken at the spot are being received 

on the email cecghaggar@gmail.com of the Executive Committee as well as websites of 

State Pollution Control Boards and Environment Department of the State.  

Now, taking an overall view, we hope and trust from the actions being taken as well as 

constant monitoring of their work by the Committee, that  there will be a big 

improvement/upgradation in the standard/quality of water flowing in the Ghaggar in the 

days to come. Main observations of the committee are detailed below:- 

6.1    On River Ghaggar/Kaushalya/Markhanda:- 

 During the sample collection by the committee, it was observed that large amount 

of untreated waste/industrial coloured water is being discharged in to drains. On the 

visual observations and on the basis of appearance of water in Ghaggar River 

Stretch, drains namely Jhermal Choe, Twenty Five Dhara, Shambhu Border, Patiala 

Drain have been identified as major hot spots. 

 

 During the field sampling of river Ghaggar and the drains, it was observed that 

Dissolved Oxygen level is less than the aquatic life supporting requirement. 

 

 Lot of stone/sand screening units are discharging coloured water  into River 

Ghaggar.  

 

 During the presentation by all four States Governments (Punjab, Haryana, Himachal 

Pradesh and Chandigarh), it was observed that more than 95% criminal cases 

related to environmental issues presented in the Courts to prosecute the violaters 

mailto:cecghaggar@gmail.com
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ended in acquittal.  Whereas only less than 5% such cases are convicted.  This is all 

due to lack of evidence and awareness as well as non-adherence to the procedure 

laid down in the rules, at the time of collecting the legal samples.  

 Process of installation of STPs in Ghaggar River Stretch is relatively slow. 

 Most of time, the river Ghaggar is having highly coloured water due to discharge of 

industrial effluent likely from Paper & Pulp Industries, Sugar and Distilleries. 

 River Ghaggar is having BOD value more than water quality criteria limit of 3 mg/l 

down the line of river Ghaggar from Mubarikpur, after confluence of Patiala Nadi 

and at Sirdulgarh. 

 Faecal coliform in River Markhanda, River Kaushalya and River Ghaggar exceeding 

the limit of 500 MPN/100 ml except in River Markhanda before confluence of river 

Ghaggar, River Ghaggar at Village Chiali and River Ghaggar at Village Dhandota and 

River Ghaggar at Sirdulgarh and Ottu Weir.  

 

6.2.    Observations on Sewage Treatment Plants:- 

 

 Lack of sewerage systems for collection and conveyance of sewage (at present, 

open storm water drains carry city/town sewage in most of the cities/towns located 

in the catchment area of Rivers Ghaggar). 

 

 Non-availability ofadequate capacity STPs and in-appropriate technology of STPs. 

 

 Non-prioritization of wastewater treatment (focus has been on supply of drinking 

water rather than wastewater treatment). 

 

 Limitation of skilled manpower, lack of knowledge on technical know-how w.r.to 

onoperation and maintenance of existing STPs. 

 

 Water not considered as valuable resources and the concept of Reuse, Recycle & 

Recovery not implanted while designing the  project. 
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7.    In view of Hon’ble National Green Tribunal (NGT) orders dated 07.08.2018, the 

interim report of the Executing Committee alongwith (Annexure-VI to IX) submitted by four 

States (Punjab, Haryana, Himachal Pradesh and Chandigarh) is being sent through email for 

consideration. However, Executing Committee shall file the compiled action plans for restoration 

of river Ghaggar prior to next date of hearing scheduled on 05.03.2019. 

 

 

Sd/- 
(Justice Pritam Pal) 
Chairman, Executing Committee          

Sd/- 
(J.Chandra Babu) 

Sci ‘D’, CPCB & Member 

Sd/- 
(Dr.V.K.Hatwal) 
 JD, MoEF&CC &Member 
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 BEFORE THE NATIONAL GREEN TRIBUNAL 

PRINCIPAL BENCH, NEW DELHI 
 

 
Original Application No.138 of 2016 (TNHRC) 

(Case No. 559/19/11/14) 
And  

Original Application No. 139 of 2016 (TNHRC) 
(Case No.  600/19/11/14) 

 

IN THE MATTER OF: 
 

 
Stench Grips Mansa’s Sacred Ghaggar River (Suo-Motu Case) 

And  
Yogender Kumar 

 

CORAM : HON’BLE MR. JUSTICE ADARSH KUMAR GOEL, CHAIRPERSON 
 HON’BLE DR. JUSTICE JAWAD RAHIM, JUDICIAL MEMBER 

 HON’BLE MR. JUSTICE S.P. WANGDI, JUDICIAL MEMBER 
 HON’BLE DR. NAGIN NANDA, EXPERT MEMBER 

 
Present: Amicus Curiae Ms. Katyayni, Adv. (Amicus Curae) 
  

Respondents:   Mr. Anil Grover, AAG and Mr. Rahul Khurana    

   Adv. for State of Haryana and HSPCB 

      Mr. Rajkumar, Adv.for 
 Central Pollution Control Board  

      Mr. Shiv Mangal, Sharma, AAG alongwith 

Mr. Saurabh Rajpal, Adv., Mr. Adhiraj Singh, 

Adv. for State of Rajasthan. 

Mr. Gaurav M. Liberhan, AAG, Punjab 
Mr. Ashish Negi and Ms. Richa Kapoor, Advs. 

for PPCB 

Mr. Shubham Bhalla and Mr. Roopam Rai, Advs.  

Mr. Manish Kumar, Adv. for State of HP 

 
 Date and 

Remarks 

Orders of the Tribunal 

  

Item Nos. 
07& 08 

 
August 07, 

2018 
 

R & A 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 

 

 
 

 
 
 

 
1. Proceedings in this matter were initiated before this 

Tribunal on a reference received from the National Human 

Rights Commission (NHRC).  The NHRC took Suo-Motu 

action on the basis of a news item appearing in ‘The 

Tribute’ dated 12.05.2014 under the caption “Stench Grips 

Mansa’s Sacred Ghaggar River” to the effect that the river 

Ghaggar had turned into a polluted water body on account 

of discharge of effluents - industrial as well as municipal.  

2. The NHRC considered the matter in the light of 

reports from the States of Punjab and Haryana as well as 

the State of Himachal Pradesh.  Vide letter dated 

17.03.2016, the NHRC sent the record of the matter to 

this Tribunal. 
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Item Nos. 
07 & 08 

 
August 07, 

2018 
 

R & A 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

3. Pursuant to the order of this Tribunal dated 

09.12.2016, a joint inspection has been carried out by the 

representatives of the Central Pollution Control Board, 

Punjab State Pollution Control Board, Haryana Pollution 

Control Board, Himachal Pradesh State Pollution Control 

Board.Officials of Union Territory, Chandigarh also joined 

the said inspection team. Ms. Katyani, Advocate was 

appointed as Amicus Curiae to assist the Tribunal.  We 

record our appreciation for the assistance rendered by Ld. 

Amicus Curiae. Ld. Amicus has also undertaken personal 

visit to some of the affected areas and filed her report 

dated 08.05.2017. 

4. We have perused the reports submitted by the 

concerned Pollution Control Boards to the NHRC as well 

as Minutes of the meetings on various dates in which the 

respective States participated.  The joint analysis report of 

the joint monitoring of river Ghaggar samples has also 

been filed. 

5. The Environment (Protection) Rules, 1986 provides 

for standards for the emission for the discharge of the 

pollutants.  For different industries, the standards are laid 

down in Schedule I.  The findings of the joint inspection 

report are that values of various parameters such as BOD, 

TSS, Feacal Coliform, Lead and Iron were beyond 

permissible limits at most of the locations in Himachal 

Pradesh, Haryana, Punjab and Chandigarh.  It is, thus, 

fully established that there is failure on the part of the 

statutory authorities specially the Pollution Control 

Boards to perform their duties. Under the statutory 

scheme, the Pollution Control Boards are required to 
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Item Nos. 
07 & 08 

 
August 07, 

2018 
 

R & A 
 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 

 

 
 

 
 

 

prosecute all those who may be responsible for 

discharging effluents beyond standards and also to close 

all commercial establishments which are discharging such 

effluents apart from other penal measures required to be 

taken.  They have,failed to uphold the rule of law in spite 

of adequate powers given to them.  It is high time that 

their composition and manning is considered by the 

higher Authorities and their accountability fixed by taking 

civil and criminal action against not only violations of law 

but all those responsible for failure of their duties in 

taking action or shielding the culprits and thereby 

adversely affecting the environment and health of the 

inhabitants. 

6. In view of above disappointing scenario and utter 

failure of the Authorities in spite of pendency of these 

proceedings for the last 4 years and clean violation of law, 

there is no evidence of action taken against persons for 

responsible for the violation of law at large scale,we 

accordingly direct the Chief Secretaries of the States of 

Himachal Pradesh, Haryana, Punjab and also the 

Administrator of UT Chandigarh to constitute Special Task 

Force (STFs) comprising of District Magistrate, 

Superintendent of Police, Regional Officer of the State 

Pollution Control Boards in concerned District and one 

person to be nominated by the District Judge in every 

District in his capacity of Head of the District Legal 

Services Authority. Such STF may identify persons 

responsible for violation of law so that action can be 

taken.  At the State level, the STF will comprise of the 

Chief Secretary, the Environment Secretary, the Secretary 
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Item Nos. 
07 & 08 

 
August 07, 

2018 
 

R & A 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 

 

 
 

 
 

 

of Urban Development and Secretary of Local Bodies.  The 

District level STFs will submit a monthly action taken 

report to the State STFs and the State STFs will furnish a 

3 monthly report or the action taken to the Central 

Pollution Control Board.  Such reports be uploaded on the 

websites of State Pollution Control Boards as well as the 

Environment Department of the States.  Such STFs may 

be constituted within one month from today. 

7. Having regard to the alarming situation depicted in 

the joint inspection report apart from perusal action as 

above, an action plan with firm timelines is required to be 

prepared for preventing discharge of untreated effluents in 

the river by setting up appropriate anti-pollution device 

such as STP/ETP/CETP or any other such instruments. 

Wherever required polluting units have to be closed. The 

action plan must be realistic and provide for speedy 

mechanism.  The funds can be generated as per applicable 

schemes for STP/CETP.  The objective of the action plan 

must be to ensure that the testing of the sample of the 

water is found to be consistent with the laid down 

standards within the targeted time. We are also of the 

view that it is necessary to involve civil society and not to 

leave the matter to be dealt with by the concerned officers 

alone.   

8. With view to ensure execution of our order, we 

constitute following committee as “Executing Committee” 

for executing the orders of this Tribunal under Section 25 

of the National Green Tribunal Act, 2010: 

1)  Justice Pritam Pal, Former Judge, Punjab and 

Haryana High Court. (Phone No. 09463122333) – 
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Item Nos. 
07 & 08 

 
August 07, 

2018 
 

R & A 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 

 

 
 

 
 

 

Chairman. 

2) Senior Scientist from Ministry of Environment, 

Forest and Climate Change. 

3) Senior Engineer/Scientist from Central Pollution 

Control Board. 

9. The Committee will be entitled to issue appropriate 

directions to concerned authorities for ensuring 

compliance with the order of the Tribunal.  The target of 

the Committee will be to restore the standard of water 

quality in the river to the prescribed level. The CPCB will 

be the Nodal agency for this project. The Committee may 

carry out personal visits, if necessary or call for 

information or reports.  It may set up its website to 

furnish and receive information.  All logistic support may 

be provided by the Chief Secretary, Punjab. 

10. The said oversight body to execute the order of this 

Tribunal constituted hereinabove will constantly monitor 

the progress in the matter at least on fortnightly basis and 

give an interim report to this Tribunal on or before 

31.01.2019 by e-mail at filing.ngt@gmail.com. The said 

oversight body will be paid such remuneration as may be 

determined by the Chief Secretary, Punjab in consultation 

with the Chief Secretaries Haryana, Himachal Pradesh 

and also in consultation with the Chairman of the said 

oversight body constituted by the Tribunal.  The said 

oversight body may start working within one month.   

11. The Committee may also consider need for getting 

organised health camps and need for providing clean 

drinking water for the affected inhabitants.  The sampling 

of ground water may also be done apart from the sampling 
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Item Nos. 
07 & 08 

 
August 07, 

2018 
 

R & A 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 

 

 
 

 
 

 

of the river water periodically. Copy of this order be sent to 

all concerned by E-mail. 

12. We also direct that Learned Amicus may be paid Rs. 

2 Lakhs as honorarium of the services rendered to this 

Tribunal to be shared equally by the Punjab State 

Pollution Control Board and Haryana Pollution Control 

Board.  The payment will be made within one month from 

today. 

13. All Authorities concerned with the matter in the 

States of Himachal Pradesh, Haryana, Punjab and UT 

Chandigarh will cooperate and co-ordinate with 

“Executing Committee”. The “Executing Committee” can 

seek any scientific and technical assistance as may be 

required from any relevant authority.  

14. The Registry is directed to send a copy of this order 

to the Chief Secretaries of Himachal Pradesh, Punjab, 

Haryana and Administrator UT Chandigarh and the 

Members of the “Executing Committee” by E-mail. 

15. With the above directions, the application is 

disposed of. 

 List for consideration of the report of the Committee 

on 05th March, 2019.   

 

..…..…………………………….., CP 
 (Adarsh Kumar Goel)  

 
 
 

.…..…………………………….., JM 
 (Dr. Jawad Rahim) 
 

 
 

 
 
 

...…..…………………………….,JM 
 (S.P. Wangdi)  
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Item Nos. 
07 & 08 

 
August 07, 

2018 
 

R & A 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 
 

...…..…………………………….,EM 

 (Dr. Nagin Nanda)  
07.08.2018 
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CENTRAL POLLUTION CONTROL BOARD 

(Water Quality Management Division-I) 
“Parivesh Bhawan”, East Arjun Nagar, 

 Delhi-110032 
***** 

 

Minutes of First meeting of the Executing Committee held on 

31.08.2018 at ’Haryana Niwas, Sector-3, Chandigarh’ under the 

Chairmanship of Justice Pritam Pal, Former Judge, Punjab & 

Haryana Court, in compliance to the Hon'ble NGT order dated 

07.08.2018 in matter of OA No. 139 of 2016 titled Stench Grips 

Mansa’s Sacred Ghaggar River (Suo-Motu Case) And Yogender 

Kumar 

 

First Meeting of the Executing Committee was held on 31.08.2018 at 11.30 AM at 

‘Haryana Niwas, Sector-3, Chandigarh’ under the Chairmanship of Justice Pritam Pal 

Former Judge, Punjab & Haryana Court. Shri S. Narayanan, Member Secretary, 

Haryana State Pollution Control Board (HSPCB) welcomed the Chairman and 

Members of the Executing Committee as well as Officials of CPCB, State 

Governments and  Pollution Control Boards of Punjab, Haryana, Himachal Pradesh 

and Chandigarh Union Territory Administration. The List of Officials attended the 

meeting is enclosed as Annexure-I.  

 

After a brief introduction of the Officials of CPCB, Haryana, Punjab, Himachal Pradesh 

States and Chandigarh Union Territory Administration, the Chairman of the Executing 

Committee requested CPCB representative (s) to brief about  main content of the 

Hon’ble NGT order dated 07.08,2018 and also the action to be taken by the Chief 

Secretaries of the above States/UT to ensure compliance to the Hon’ble NGT order 

dated 07.08.2018 . 

 

Shri. A. Sudhakar, Additional Director, Water Quality Management Division in Central 

Pollution Control Board (CPCB)  readout main content of the order and  the actions to 

be taken by  the  State  Governments of Punjab, Haryana, Himachal Pradesh and 
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Chandigarh UT  for control of river Ghaggar pollution. Thereafter, he stated that the 

Punjab, Haryana, Himachal Pradesh States and Chandigarh UT are required to 

constitute Special Task Forces (STFs) at the State Level as well as District Level in the 

respective States and UT to identify the persons violating the norms. STFs at District 

Level are required to submit the monthly action taken reports to State Level STF and 

State Level in STF in turn have to submit quarterly reports to CPCB. He also 

emphasized that the action plans to be prepared with time targets for restoration of 

Ghaggar river water quality upto the level of Class B classification i.e., bathing criteria, 

by also involving the civil societies. He also informed that Executing Committee has 

been empowered by Hon’ble NGT to issue directions to any authority or local body,  if 

required to ensure compliance to the Hon’ble NGT Order. CPCB will be the nodal 

agency. The Committee shall also make personal visits to sites related to river 

Ghaggar and polluting sources, if necessary or call for information or reports from the 

concerned departments. All logistics etc., are required to be provided by the Chief 

Secretary, Punjab State Government. Thereafter, he also stated that the executing 

committee will review the progress on fortnightly basis and shall file the interim report 

on or before 31.01.2019. The remuneration for the oversight body shall be determined 

by the Chief Secretary, Punjab in consultation with the Chief Secretaries of Haryana, 

H.P and Chandigarh Governments and in consultation with the Chairman of the 

Executing Committee.  He also stated that organizations such as State Ground Water 

Board (s) may also be involved for assessment of ground water quality and  State 

Health Departments for assessment of health of the public, for providing treatment 

services if required. If any ground water is found unfit for human consumption then 

such ground sources should be dismantled or capped or sealed to prevent  

consumption. He also informed that any industry found violating the prescribed norms  

should be closed down and prosecuted.   

 

Thereafter, Chairman of the Executing Committee requested the representative of the 

State Governments to present actions taken by them subsequent to the Order of the 

Hon’ble NGT dated 07.08.2018. 

 

Shri. S. Narayanan, Member Secretary, Haryana State Pollution Control Board 

(HSPCB) has apprised Executing Committee that HSPCB already constituted STFs at 

State Level as well as District Level and also informed that the proposals for 

development of adequate capacity of  STPs and CETPs are under progress. 

Thereafter, he requested Shri. JP Singh, EE, HSPCB to make a brief Power Point 

Presentation on River Ghaggar and the actions being taken by the State of Haryana. 
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Shri J.P.Singh, in his presentation stated that State of Haryana has already constituted 

State Level and District Level Task Forces in compliance to the orders of Hon'ble NGT. 

STF at State Level and also constituted 08 DSTFs in Haryana State and STFs are 

expected to submit their first report by September 2018. The order regarding 

constitution of Task Forces at State and District Level has already been uploaded on 

website of HSPCB and Environment Department, Haryana. He also stated that there 

are 12 towns namely Kalka, Pinjore, Panchkula, Ambala, Kurukshetra, Shahbad, 

Pehowa, Kaithal, Cheeka, Ratia, Tohana and Sirsa located on the catchment of River 

Ghaggar and 06 out of 16 drains contributing to River Ghaggar Pollution from Haryana 

State and minimum BOD of 12 mg/l was observed in Kaithal drain at Vill. Khanauri  

whereas  Sagar Para Drain at Vill. Sagra contribute BOD level of 90 mg/l. As regards 

Sewage Treatment Plants (STPs) and Common Effluent Treatment Plants (CETPs),  

he informed that 46 STPs of 400 MLD are operational at present and 8 STPs of 70.5 

MLD are under construction and 19 STPs of 83 MLD are proposed and 3 CETPs of 6 

MLD are operational and 1 CETP of 1.5 MLD has been proposed. Other measures or 

initiatives taken by Haryana as informed are (i) sewerage is being laid in towns in the 

catchment  of river Ghaggar; (ii) Plan to recycle treated effluent of STPs so that no 

sewage is discharged in river Ghaggar; (iii) Installation of Real Time Online Monitoring 

Devices for all STPs and CETPs; (iv) Conducting surveys to identify remaining point 

sources of river  Ghaggar pollution  

 

Shri Krunesh Garg, Member Secretary, Punjab Pollution Control Board (PPCB) 

informed that the proposal regarding constitution of State Level and District Level Task 

Forces has already been under submission for approval of the Chief Secretary, Punjab 

State Government. He also stated that there are 22 towns in the catchment of river 

Ghaggar and generating about 273 MLD of sewage and 17 out of 31 STPs covering 

15 towns  have already been provided with 208 MLD sewage treatment capacity. In 

pursuance to the Hon'ble NGT order dated 07.08.2018, payment of Rs. 2 Lakhs to      

Ms. Katyayni, Amicus Curiae has already been sanctioned by Chairman, PPCB and 

same would be released by 06.09.2018 

 

The representative of H.P. State Pollution Control Board (HSPCB) informed that STFs 

at District Level will be constituted and further actions would be initiated in compliance 

to the order of Hon’ble NGT dated 07.08.2018. 
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The Member Secretary, Chandigarh UT Administration informed that the STF  at State 

Level and District Level in compliance to the Hon’ble NGT order dated 07.08.2018 will 

be  constituted by 06.09.2018. 

  

Thereafter, Chairman, Executing Committee enquired about the conviction rate of the 

prosecution cases being filed for Environmental violations in States. It was informed by 

all the State Pollution Control Boards that the conviction rate is less than 1%.  

 

As regards to the logistics to be provided to the Executing Committee,                              

Shri A Sudhakar, Addl. Director, CPCB made it clear that all logistics regarding office, 

staff etc. are to be provided by Chief Secretary, Punjab State Government as directed 

by Hon’ble NGT.  

 

Shri J.Chandra Babu, Sc. D, CPCB and member of the Executing Committee  

requested all the State Government representatives and Chandigarh UT administration 

who are yet to constitute Special Task Forces in pursuance to the Hon’ble NGT order 

dated 07.08.2018 to take action for constitution of the special task forces before 

06.09.2018 and also to forward a copy of the order to the executing committee as well 

as CPCB.  He also requested to provide preliminary information as per the formats 

circulated during the meeting before the next meeting of the executing committee 

along with the draft action plans  for ensuring compliance to the Hon’ble NGT Order 

dated 07.09.2018. He also requested the Punjab, Haryana and H.P. SPCBs and 

Chandigarh UT Administration to identify the industries indulged in discharge of 

industrial effluent into the river Ghaggar and to initiate action against such violators for 

closure in compliance to the Hon’ble NGT order dated 07.08.2018 part from providing 

preliminary information relating to area-wise sewage and industrial effluent 

management as per the formats circulated in the meeting. 

 

Upon deliberations following decisions were taken as detailed below:- 

 

 Punjab Govt. has to provide all the necessary logistics and an adequate office 

space in Chandigarh so that smooth functioning of the Executing Committee is 

started at the earliest.  

 

 A dedicated web portal also be provided by the Punjab State Government for 

uploading information regarding action taken and also for receiving feedback 

from the public or stakeholders. 
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 All the concerned departments are required to identify the nodal officer to co-

ordinate with the executing committee as and when required. 

 

 Punjab, Haryana and H.P. SPCBs and  Chandigarh PCC are required to 

identify all the industries indulged in direct/ indirect discharge of industrial 

effluent and other pollution into river Ghaggar, be identified and such 

information be provided to the Committee to verify further by it.   

 

 Information relating to the area-wise quantum of sewage and industrial effluent 

generation, existing treatment capacities and the proposed treatment 

capacities to control pollution of River Ghaggar, as per the formats circulated 

during the first meeting (annexed as Annexure-II) also be provided to the 

Executing Committee and CPCB.  

 

 The Chief Secretaries of the State Governments ( Punjab, Haryana, H.P and 

Chandigarh UT) have to review the proposed draft Action Plan with all the 

concerned departments and  the Chief Secretary or his representative has to 

be present to apprise the Executing Committee  in the next meeting about the 

draft proposed actions with time targets in compliance to the Hon’ble NGT 

order dated 07.08.2018. 

 

 Meeting with District Attorney of the State Boards and also the presiding 

officers of the Environment Courts will be held at the earliest under the 

Chairmanship of the Chairman, Executing Committee so that lacunas if any in 

the prosecutions be removed.  

 

 All the Chief Secretaries of State Governments (Punjab, Haryana and H,.P)  

and Chandigarh UT Administration are required to ensure submission of Action 

Taken Reports (ATRs) in compliance to the Hon’ble NGT order dated 

07.08.2018 to the Executing Committee and CPCB, voluntarily on fortnightly 

basis. 

 

 Next meeting of the Executing Committee will be held on 11.09.2018 at                          

11.30 AM at ‘Chandigarh’ and same will be organized by Punjab State 

Government. 
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The Chairman of the Executing Committee thanked ‘Member Secretary, Haryana 

Pollution Control Board’ for excellent arrangements and for organizing first meeting of 

the Executing Committee. 

 

First meeting of the Executing Committee ended with vote of thanks to the Chair. 

 

-- OO -- 
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Annexure-I 

 

List of Participants of the  First meeting of the Executing Committee held on 
31.08.2018 at ’Haryana Niwas, Sector-3, Chandigarh’ under the Chairmanship 

of Justice Pritam Pal Former Judge, Punjab & Haryana Court for ensuring 
compliance to Hon’ble NGT vide order Dated 07-08-2018 in the matte  of 

OA No. 138/2016  (TNHRC) and OA No. 139 of 2016 (TNHRC) . 
 

S. 
No.  

Name of the Official, Designation/Department 

1.  Justice Pritam Pal, Chairman, Executing Committee 

2.  Sh. J. Chandra Babu Sc. ‘D’ and Member, Executing Committee 

3.  Sh. A. Sudhakar, AD & Divisional Head, WQM-I, CPCB 

4.  Sh. S. Narayanan,  MS, HSPCB 

5.  Sh. Krunesh Garg, MS, PPCB 

6.  Sh. T.C. Nautiyal, MS, CPCC 

7.  Dr. Vimal K. Hatwal, Joint Director, Regional Office, MoEF&CC, 
Chandigarh 

8.  Sh. T. S. Dhaliwal, Spl Secretary, Dept. of Science & Technology,  
Govt. of Punjab. 

9.  Sh. M. Mohit, Spl-Secretary, , Local Government 

10.  Dr. R. K. Chauhan JD (Envi.), Haryana 

11.  Sh. Parveen Kumar, Sc.’D’, WQ 

12.  Sh. Sanjeer Kaul, S.E. HPIPH Deptt. 

13.  Sh.J.P.Singh, EE, HSPCB, Haryana 

14.  Sh.  S. S. Rathi, Sr. EE, HSPCB 

15.  Sh. V.S. Kochhar , Water Supply and Sanitation, Punjab.  

16.  Sh. Tejinder Kumar, SEE,PPCB 

17.  Sh. A.K. Sharda, EE, HPPCB 

18.  Dr. Radhe Shyam, Scientist, Gr-I, Environment Department, Haryana 

19.  Sh. K.P. Goyel, CE(E), PTA 

20.  Sh. Shashi Bhushan Garg 

21.  Sh. Ramesh Kumar Gupta, SE, PTA Org. 

22.  Sh. Sushil Dugra, Scientist, CPCC 

23.  Sh. Nishant Garg, Drainage (PTA) 

24.  Sh. Gaurav Kakkar, A.E.E., HSPCB 

25.  Dr. Raj Kumar, Sc.’B’, HSPCB, Haryana 
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Annexure-II 

 

Formats for providing preliminary information on sewage and industrial effluent 
management by the States of Punjab, Haryana, Himachal Pradesh and Chandigarh 
UT 

 

A. Sewage contributing to River Ghaggar and its tributaries by all the Towns and 

Cities in the State of H.P/ Haryana/Punjab and Chandigarh UT 

 

 

B. Industrial Effluent contributing to Pollution in River Ghaggar and its tributaries by all 

the Industrial Towns and Cities located in the State of H.P. /Haryana/Punjab and 

Chandigarh 

 

 

  

   

Name of 
the Town 

or City and 
District 

Population 
in Lakhs 

Water 
Consumption in 

MLD 

Total Sewage 
Generation 

in MLD 

Total 
Sewage  

presently 
treated 

and 
disposed 
in MLD 

No. of STPs 
 

STPs Capacity 
in MLD 

Discharge 
Standards 
prescribed 
by PPCB 

to  the  
STPs 

presently 

Final mode of 
disposal of  sewage 

in Drains/River 
nearby 
In MLD 

Map 
indicating 
with all the 
details 

Existing Expecte
d (in 
2040) 

Existing Expecte
d 
(in 
2040) 

Existing Expecte
d in 
2040 

Existing Propose
d 

Under 
Commi-
ssioning 

In 
Operation 

Proposed Treated Untreated 

                Please  
attach as  
attachment 

                

                

                

                

                

Name of 
the Town or 

City and 
District 

Industrial Sector Industrial  Effluent 
Generation 

in MLD 

Total Industrial 
Effluent presently 

treated and 
disposed in MLD 

No. of  CETPs CETPs Capacity 
in MLD 

Discharge 
Standards 
prescribed 
by PPCB to  
the CETPs  
presently 

Final mode of 
disposal of  Industrial 

Effluent  in 
Drains/River nearby 

In MLD 

Map 
indicating 
with all the 

details 

Type of 
industri
al sector 

No of 
industries 

Type of 
industrial 

sector 

Total industrial 
Waste water  
generation 

Existing Propose
d 

Existing Propose
d 

Under 
commissioni

ng 

Treated Untreated 

Captive Through 
CETP 

               Pl. attach 
as 

enclosure 
               

               

               

               



 
 

 
CENTRAL POLLUTION CONTROL BOARD 

(Water Quality Management Division-I) 
“Parivesh Bhawan”, East Arjun Nagar, 

Delhi-110032 
***** 

 

Minutes of 2
nd

 meeting of the Executing Committee held on 11/9/2018 at              

‘Conference Hall, Punjab State Council for Science and Technology, 

Mahatma Gandhi State Institute of Public Administration (MGSIPA) 

Complex, Sector-26, Chandigarh’ under the Chairmanship of Justice 

Pritam Pal, Former Judge, Punjab & Haryana Court, for ensuring 

compliance to the Hon'ble NGT order dated 7/8/2018 in matter of OA No. 

139 of 2016 titled Stench Grips Mansa’s Sacred Ghaggar River (Suo-

Motu Case) And Yogender Kumar 

 

2nd Meeting of the Executing Committee was held on 11/9/2018 at ‘Conference Hall, 

Punjab State Council for Science and Technology, MGSIPA Complex, Sector-26, 

Chandigarh under the Chairmanship of Justice Pritam Pal, Former Judge, Punjab & 

Haryana Court.  The List of Officials attended the meeting is enclosed as Annexure-I.  

 

Shri Krunesh Garg, Member Secretary, Punjab Pollution Control Board (PPCB) 

welcomed the Chairman and Members of the Executing Committee as well as Officials 

of State Governments and Pollution Control Boards of Punjab, Haryana, Himachal 

Pradesh and Union Territory of Chandigarh Administration.  Thereafter, agenda-wise 

issues discussed are given in the subsequent paras:- 

 

1) Presentation made by Punjab Pollution Control Board:- 
 

Shri K. Garg gave a detailed presentation on the course of River Ghaggar 

starting from Shivalik Hills in Himachal Pradesh to Otto Weir in Haryana and 

various  sources of  sewage and industrial effluent contributing to the pollution  

load in River Ghaggar  in the jurisdiction of State of Himachal Pradesh, 

Chandigarh UT, Punjab and Haryana through ‘Googlepro Images’. Further, he 



 
 

also apprised the committee on the  measures taken for restoration of River 

Ghaggar and its tributaries as detailed below:-  

 

(a) Water quality of River Ghaggar :- PPCB informed that the samples of River 

Ghaggar are collected from 12 locations (i.e., Mubarkpur, Ghaggar Near 

Bhankarpur, Dera Bassi, D/S Chattbir, U/S Jharmal Nadi, D/S Jharmal Nadi, U/S 

Dhakansu Nallah, D/S Dhakansu Nallah, Ghaggar at Rattanheri, D/S of  Patiala 

Nadi after confluence, Ghaggar at 100 mtr. D/S confluence with River at 

Khanauri, Ghaggar at Moonak, U/S Sardulgarh and D/S Sardulgarh) of River 

Ghaggar within the jurisdiction of State of Punjab. Based on the analysis results 

of collected samples (with respect to DO, COD, BOD, T.Coliform) it was apprised 

to the executing committee that the quality of water in River Ghaggar is of 

category D as per ‘designated best use criteria’ prescribed by Central Pollution 

Control Board, when it enters the jurisdiction of Punjab i.e. at Mubarikpur. When 

the river Ghaggar leaves the State of Punjab after traversing Districts Mohali, 

Patiala, Sangrur and Mansa, the river water quality becomes category ‘E’ at 

Village Sandulgarh. 

 

(b) Status of Control of Industrial Pollution in River Ghaggar:- As regards to the 

measures taken for control of river pollution in river Ghaggar and its tributaries,  

MS, PPCB informed  that  (i) PPCB has not allowed any industry to discharge its 

wastewater directly/ indirectly into River Ghaggar and its tributaries; (ii) In Dera 

Bassi and adjoining areas,  10 pharmaceutical units and one distillery unit which 

are having ‘zero liquid discharge based treatment systems’. (iii) In catchment 

area of Patiala Nadi, main water polluting industries are 04 paper mills which are 

having captive effluent treatment plants and discharging their effluent onto land 

for irrigation/plantation. One distillery is having captive effluent treatment plant 

and is presently discharging  treated effluent onto land for irrigation/ plantation  

and the unit is in the process of installing ZLD based treatment system which is 

likely to be commissioned by 31/12/2018.   

 

(c) Status of towns where STP have been installed:-  22 towns are located in the 

catchment of River Ghaggar, which are impacting water quality of River Ghaggar. In 

these town, 32 STPs are required to be installed. Out of which, as of now 17 STPs 



 
 

have already been commissioned in 12 towns under the Ghaggar Action Plan 

(with capacity 273 MLD) and presently 208 MLD of sewage is treated. In 3 towns 

namely Lalru, Rajpura and Mandi Govind Garh, 2 STPs at each town is required 

to be installed and presently 33.5 MLD capacity of STPs installed. However, 14.5 

MLD of additional capacity of STPs is required to be installed in the afore-said 

three towns.  In the remaining 7 towns i.e., Dera Bassi- 2 STPs of total capacity 6 

MLD ( one STP of capacity 4 MLD construction work completed), Lalru- 1 STP of 

Capacity 1.5 MLD, Rajpura-1 STP of 10 MLD capacity ( civil work completed), 

Sirhind-3 STPs of 11 MLD Capacity, Mandi Govind Garh-1 STP of 3 MLD 

capacity, Bassi Pathana- 2 STPs of capacity 3,2 MLD, Longowol-1 STP of 3 MLD 

yet to be installed and proposals are under different stages. PPCB informed that 

at present, infrastructure for treatment of approx. 76% of total sewage generated 

from these towns located in the catchment of river Ghaggar is in place.  

 

(d) Action plan proposed:- In order to improve the water quality of River Ghaggar, 

PPCB proposed that  

 

 Punjab Water Supply and Sanitation Board (PWSSB) / Local Govt. of 

Punjab State are required to install the remaining STPs or upgrade the 

existing STPs, wherever required, in a time bound manner.  

 Department of Rural Development and Panchayats are required to install 

suitable treatment technology to treat the wastewater of all the villages 

which are discharging their wastewater directly / indirectly into River 

Ghaggar.  

 Department of Soil and Water Conservation is required to laid down 

distribution network of pipelines for utilization of treated wastewater for 

irrigation of agricultural land area instead of discharging the treated 

wastewater into drains which will also help to reduce the thrust on 

groundwater due to usage of fresh water for agricultural purposes.  

 State of Haryana is required to restrain the discharge of wastewater into 

Sukhna Choe, natural drain passing near K-Area of Zirakpur, Singh 

Nallah, Ghail Drain through which the wastewater of Ambala city is 

discharged and Sagarpara Drain etc.  



 
 

 State of Himachal Pradesh is required to restrain the discharge of various 

sources entering into river Ghaggar directly or indirectly. 

 

2) Presentation made by Himachal Pradesh State Pollution Control Board:- 

 

Dr. Sharawan Kumar, Sr. Environmental Engineer, HPSPCB, Paonta Sahib 

representing Himachal Pradesh State Pollution Control Board (H.P.SPCB) made  

a presentation covering status of water polluting Industries / civic bodies in the 

catchment of Sukhna Nallah  and catchment of Markanda River. Main highlight of 

his presentation are detailed below :-  

 

(a) Status of Water Polluting Industries / Civic Bodies in the Catchment of 

Sukhna Nallah:- Parwanoo Town in Himachal Pradesh is having 9 Sq.KM, 

which is a residential, small industrial as well as commercial area. Main 

river/drain in Parwanoo area are River Kaushalya and Sukhana Nallah. In 

Parawanoo area, there are total  324  industries i.e., 14 Red, 27 Orange and 283 

Green category. 41 out of 324 industries are water polluting in nature.  The total 

effluent generation in Parwanoo area is 0.76 MLD and all the water polluting 

industries have installed captive ETPs for treatment of waste water.  

 

In the River Kaushalya catchment area, total industrial effluent treatment capacity 

is about 52.5 KLD and STP capacity is about 15 KLD whereas total effluent 

generation in Sukhana Nallah catchment is about 693.3 KLD. There are 32 water 

polluting industries in Sukhana Nallah catchment. As per analysis results of the 

samples collected from Sukhana Nallah during the years 2015 to 2018 w.r.to pH, 

DO, BOD and Total Coliform reveals that the Water Quality of Sukhana Nallah is 

bad primarily due to Sewage Load. Water Quality of Kaushalya River is meeting 

the Class A of CPCB “Best Designated Use”. 

 

As regards to the sewage generation and treatment of sewage in Parawanoo, he 

stated that Parwanoo town has 2286 households and the town is divided into 9 

wards and as per the Census India 2011, the population of Parwanoo city is 

about 8,758. At present, there is no CETP or STP is available in Parawanoo area 

and sewage generated from Parawanoo city is treated in individual septic tanks 



 
 

and trade effluent generated is treated in captive ETPs.   Proposed action plan 

by H.P. SPCB for Parawanoo area are as follows:-  

 

 HP Govt. has already taken initiative for the installation of CETP and   

Common STP for Parwanoo Area. 

 Common STP of 1 MLD proposed. 

 CETP of 1 MLD Proposed. 

 Land identification work is under process. 

 

(b) Status of Water Polluting Industries / Civic Bodies in the Catchment of 

Markanda River:- Dr. Sharawan Kumar, Sr. Environmental Engineer, HPSPCB 

representative of H.P. SPCB informed that Kala Amb  is a small industrial cluster 

falling under the catchment of River Markanda. There are total 419 industries i.e., 

54 Red, 215 Orange and 133 Green and 17 industries are White category. He 

also informed that 93 Out of 419 industries are water polluting and total flow of 

Kala Amb industrial cluster is approx. 5.975 MLD and existing treatment capacity 

of ETPs is 7.28 MLD. All the water polluting industries have installed their 

respective ETP’s/STP’s for treatment of waste water. He also stated that River 

Markanda enters Kala Amb at Bikram Bag and leaves at Sadhora Bridge. It 

covers a distance of almost 130 km in Haryana before mixing with River Ghaggar 

in rainy season. Main drains at Kala Amb are  (i) Jattan Wala Nallah; (ii) Roon 

Nallah; (iii) Sukdo Nallah and (iv) Salani Nallah which ultimately mixing  in the 

River Markanda at Kala Amb. As per joint sampling of CPCB and HPSPCB,                 

14 km downstream Kala Amb, River Markanda has been found dry most of the 

times.   

 

In the catchment of River Markanda, sub-catchment of Jattan Wala Nallah is the 

area of concern whose water quality has been found most of the times below the 

standard due to the discharge of un-treated sewage from various drains into it 

and Coliform is found more than 1600 MPN/100 ml. 03 sub streams i.e. (1) Near 

M/s Ruchira Paper Mill, where total 4 no. of industries i.e., 2 Paper Mills, Katha 

Unit and 2 Metal Finishing Units) (2) Near M/s Saboo Tor, where total 13 no. of 

industries i.e., Pharma-4, Glass toughening-3, manufacturing-3, metal finishing-3 

and Cosmetic-1) and (3) Near M/s Jay Aay Alloys, where total 12 no. of units 

(Pharma-6, scrap melting-3, Food processing-1, AC Assembly-1 and 



 
 

manufacturing-1) are contributing industrial effluent.  He also stated that in 

addition to above, the sewage / sullage of Kala Amb which is partially in 

Himachal and partially in Haryana discharged into Jattan Wala Nallah.  

 

In Jattan Wala Sub-Catchment, there are total 60 industries. 29 Out of 60 

industries  are water polluting and having total maximum pollution load of 6473.5 

KLD. All the 29 industries have provided ETPs for treatment of industrial effluent 

generated from the respective unit. As per the estimation, the population of 

Jattan wala sub catchment is around 1000 and floating population is approx. 

5000 and total sewage generation is about 236 KLD. Apart from this residential 

and industrial units situated in Himachal and Haryana are also contributing BOD 

load in Jattan Wala Nallah. He also stated that at present, there is no Common 

STP in Kala Amb Area.  Untreated domestic sewage and sullage of civic 

population of Himachal and Haryana is carried by Jattan Wala Nallah which in 

turn is degrading the water quality of River Markanda.  

 

Proposed action plan of H.P. State Government for Kala Amb area are as 

follows:- 

 

 HP Govt. has already taken initiative for installation of CETP-cum-STP of 

appx.10 MLD capacity at Kala Amb for ensuring treatment of waste water 

generated from industries and domestic sewage. 

 M/s Kala Amb Infrastructure Company has already been registered under 

Company Act as SPV for setting up CETP in Kala Amb. 

 M/s Kala Amb Infrastructure Company has undertaken the work of 

preparing DPR through M/s Shivalik Solid Waste Management Ltd. The 

land for the project has been identified by the committee comprising ‘DC, 

Sirmaur; EE, HPSPCB, Paonta Sahib and GM, DIC Nahan’. The proposal 

has been sent to the H.P. State Govt. for final approval. 

 The survey of the area will be conducted to identify the remaining point 

sources. 

3) Presentation made by Chandigarh Pollution Control Committee:- 

Shri T.C. Nautiyal, MS, Chandigarh Pollution Control Committee (CPCC) made a 

presentation on the initiatives taken by CPCC for ensuring compliance to the 

Hon’ble NGT Order dated 07.08.2018 as detailed below:-  



 
 

Shri Nautiyal  in his presentation informed that as per the census 2011, total  

population of Chandigarh is 10.54 Lacs and 67 MGD of water is supplied from 

surface water ( Bhakhra Main Line) and 20 MGD of ground water and total  

domestic and industrial effluent generated from Chandigarh UT is about 57 MGD.  

At present 06 STPs of each capacity 5 MGD  at 3 BRD, 11 MGD at 3 BRD, 5 

MGD at Raipur Kalan, 30 MGD at Diggian, 1.25 MGD at Raipur Khurd and              

1.6 MGD at Dhanas have already been installed, which are treating total quantity 

of sewage about 53.85 MGD.  He also informed that final mode of treated 

sewage is disposed in Natural Choe except Diggian. Diggian STP treated effluent 

only goes to Irrigation Channel for irrigation purposes. STPs of capacity 0.4 MGD 

to be installed at Village Kishangarh, 5 MGD at Maloya and 1.25 MGD at Raipur 

Kalan have already been proposed which shall treat 6.65 MGD of domestic 

wastewater. The upgradation of existing STPs by Municipal Corporation, 

Chandigarh shall accomplish by 31/3/2020.  He further informed that untreated 

effluent of 03 MLD from Hallomajra is discharged into Sukhna Choe which is yet 

to be tapped and Municipal Corporation and Engineering Department, 

Chandigarh Administration has been asked to prepare action plans with time 

lines for upgradation of existing Sewage Treatment Plants and for stopping of 

discharge of untreated waste water into drains.  

 

Thereafter, the main points of the Hon’ble NGT dated 7/8/2018 of Hon'ble NGT were 

discussed as under: 

 

4) Constitution of Special Task Forces (STFs) at State and District Level in 

each State 

 

(a) Principal Secretary to Govt. of Punjab, Deptt. of Science, Technology and 

Environment informed that action regarding constitution of STFs at State Level 

as well as at District Levels are under process and the same will be constituted 

shortly.  

  

(b) MS, HSPCB informed that the STFs at State Level as well as at District Levels 

has already been constituted.  

 



 
 

(c) SEE, HPSPCB informed that STFs at State Level as well as at District Levels 

has already been constituted. 

 

(d) MS, CPCC informed that STFs at State Level as well as at District Levels has 

been constituted. 

 

5) Actions taken by the Punjab, Haryana and Himachal Pradesh States and 

Chandigarh UT on the  decisions taken in the first meeting of the Executing 

Committee held on 31.08.2018:- 

 

Thereafter, executing committee requested all the states to apprise about the 

status of actions taken on the decisions taken in first meeting of the executing 

committee held on 31.08.2018 at Chandigarh. The Status actions taken as 

informed by the States of Punjab, Haryana, Himachal Pradesh and Chandigarh 

UT are tabulated as detailed below:- 

 

Sr. 

No. 

Decisions of the First Executing 

Committee held on 31/8/2018 

Compliance status as informed 

by the Officials of Punjab, 

Haryana, Himachal Pradesh and 

Chandigarh UT. 

1)  Punjab Govt. has to provide all the 

necessary logistics and an 

adequate office space in 

Chandigarh so that smooth 

functioning of the Executing 

Committee is started at the 

earliest. 

PSSTE, Government of Punjab 

informed that the action is under 

process at Govt. level and the same 

has already been informed vide 

memo no. 10/375/2018-STE(5)/94 

dated 4/9/2018 to the Hon’ble 

Chairman of the Executing 

Committee. 

2)  A dedicated web portal also be 

provided by the Punjab State 

Government for uploading 

information regarding action taken 

and also for receiving feedback 

from the public or stakeholders. 

MS, PPCB informed that 

temporarily a link has been 

provided on Board’s website i.e. 

www.ppcb.gov.in at home page 

under the sub-head ‘Executing 

Committee for River Ghaggar’ of 

http://www.ppcb.gov.in/


 
 

the head ‘Focus Area’ for uploading 

the details/ data of the Executing 

Committee.  (OR) 

www.ppcb.gov.in/ExeCommitteeGh

aggar. The Member Secretaries of 

HPSPCB, HSPCB and CPCC 

informed that they will create the 

web portal shortly.  

3)  All the concerned departments are 

required to identify the nodal 

officer to co-ordinate with the 

executing committee as and when 

required. 

MS, PPCB informed that SEE (HQ-

1), Punjab PPCB, Patiala has been 

appointed as Nodal Officer to 

coordinate with Executing 

Committee on behalf of the Board. 

An information in this regard has 

been given to the OSD (Litigation), 

O/o Chief Secretary to Govt. of 

Punjab and Principal Secretary, 

Deptt. of Science, Technology and 

Environment vide no. 26032-33 

dated 31/8/2018.  The Member 

Secretaries of HPSPCB, HSPCB 

and CPCC informed that they will 

identify the Nodal Officer to 

coordinate with the Executing 

Committee and will intimate his 

name shortly to the Committee. 

4)  Punjab, Haryana and H.P. SPCBs 

and  Chandigarh PCC are required 

to identify all the industries 

indulged in direct/ indirect 

discharge of industrial effluent and 

other pollution into river Ghaggar, 

be identified and such information 

be provided to the Committee to 

The Member Secretaries of PPCB, 

HPSPCB, HSPCB and CPCC 

informed that the details of 

industries located in the catchment 

area of River Ghaggar as well as 

the drains leading to River Ghaggar 

and its tributaries has already been 

identified The detail of the same will 

http://www.ppcb.gov.in/ExeCommitteeGhaggar
http://www.ppcb.gov.in/ExeCommitteeGhaggar


 
 

verify further by it.   also be incorporated in the Action 

Plan to be prepared and submitted 

to the executing committee. 

5)  Information relating to the area-

wise quantum of sewage and 

industrial effluent generation, 

existing treatment capacities and 

the proposed treatment capacities 

to control pollution of River 

Ghaggar, as per the formats 

circulated during the first meeting 

(annexed as Annexure-II) also be 

provided to the Executing 

Committee and CPCB.  

MS, PPCB provided  information 

relating to quantum of sewage as 

received from Punjab Water Supply 

and Sewerage Board (PWSSB) as 

per the prescribed format, to the 

Hon'ble Members of the 

Committee.   Also, the Member 

Secretaries of HPSPCB, HSPCB 

and CPCC gave an assurance to 

submit the required information 

shortly.  

6)  The Chief Secretaries of the State 

Governments (Punjab, Haryana, 

H.P and Chandigarh UT) have to 

review the proposed draft Action 

Plan with all the concerned 

departments and  the Chief 

Secretary or his representative has 

to be present to apprise the 

Executing Committee  in the next 

meeting about the draft proposed 

actions with time targets in 

compliance to the Hon’ble NGT 

order dated 07.08.2018. 

MS, PPCB informed that the draft 

Action Plan has been prepared and 

will be circulated to the concerned 

department for their input. After 

receiving their comments/ input, the 

same will be submitted to the 

Committee upon approval of Chief 

Secretary, Government of Punjab 

State.  

 

MS, HSPCB informed that the draft 

Action Plan has already been 

prepared and same has been 

circulated to all the concerned 

departments for comments and 

inputs. After receipt of inputs from 

the concerned departments, same 

will be submitted to the Committee.   

 

The Representative of HPPCB and 



 
 

MS, CPCC informed that the draft 

action plan is under preparation and 

will be sent to the Govt. for its 

approval shortly.  

7)  Meeting with District Attorney of 

the State Boards and also the 

presiding officers of the 

Environment Courts will be held at 

the earliest under the 

Chairmanship of the Chairman, 

Executing Committee so that 

lacunas if any in the prosecutions 

be removed.  

MS, HSPCB informed that there are 

02 Environment Courts in the 

Haryana State.  Member 

Secretary, PPCB and CPCC as 

well as representative of HPSPCB 

informed that there is no 

Environment Court in the State of 

Punjab, Himachal Pradesh and UT, 

Chandigarh.  

 

It was informed that the complaints 

under the Pollution Control Acts are 

filed in the Courts after getting 

vetted from the Legal Cell in the 

department. It was also informed 

that the detail of cases pending in 

various courts will be prepared 

shortly and will be submitted to the 

Executing Committee for discussion 

during interaction with the Law 

Officers of SPCBs by the 

Chairperson of Executing 

Committee.   

8)  All the Chief Secretaries of State 

Governments (Punjab, Haryana 

and H,.P)  and Chandigarh UT 

Administration are required to 

ensure submission of Action Taken 

Reports (ATRs) in compliance to 

the Hon’ble NGT order dated 

The Officers from SPCBs and State 

Govts. Ensured to submit fortnightly 

action taken reports  to the 

Executing Committee and CPCB.  

 



 
 

07.08.2018 to the Executing 

Committee and CPCB, voluntarily 

on fortnightly basis. 

 

Justice Pritam Pal, Chairman, Executing Committee requested all the officials to take 

necessary action for preparation and submission of the action plans with time lines 

keeping in view the restoration of polluted river Ghaggar and its tributaries, within the 

jurisdiction of the respective State/UT, before next date of executing committee meeting 

to the Executing Committee as well as CPCB.  Shri J.Chandra Babu, Sc’D’, CPCB and 

Member of Executing Committee also informed that to have uniformity in preparation 

and submission of the action plans by all the 3 States and 01 UT concerned, a ‘structure 

or content’ of the action plan to be submitted will be prepared and circulated to all the 

concerned as a part of the minutes of this executing committee (As Annexure-II) for 

taking further action accordingly. Upon deliberations with the officials of 3 States and 

Chandigarh UT, following decisions were taken:- 

 

 The Govts. of Punjab shall constitute the Special Task Forces (STFs) at State 

Level as well as District Level immediately and shall  submit the information to 

the Executing Committee. 

 A dedicated web portal must be installed by all the SPCBs wherein, the details of  

action taken to curb the menace of the pollution in River Ghaggar and its 

tributaries by the concerned SPCBs/PCC also be uploaded. A separate link 

provision should also be provided in the web portal for receiving feedback/ 

complaints from the public or stakeholders.  

 All the concerned departments in the 03 States (i.e., Punjab, Haryana and 

H.P) and 01 UT (Chandigarh) will identify the Nodal Officer to co-ordinate 

with the Executing Committee immediately and shall send the information 

to the Executing Committee and CPCB. 

 All the 03 SPCBs and 01 UT shall submit the information regarding area-wise 

quantum of sewage and industrial effluent generation, existing and proposed 

treatment capacity etc., as per formats circulated by the Executing Committee, 

within a week, to the Executing Committee and  CPCB.  



 
 

 The Chief Secretaries of the State Governments (Punjab, Haryana, H.P 

and Chandigarh UT) will expedite the process to review the proposed draft 

Action Plan with all the concerned departments and to submit the same 

after its final approval to the Executing Committee before the next meeting. 

 The activities regarding organizing of awareness / health camps by the 3 

SPCBs and Chandigarh PCC also must be incorporated in the final Action 

Plan.  

 The copy of all the information sent to the Executing Committee by the 

concerned departments, also be endorsed to CPCB.  

 An interaction meet with the officers of Legal Cell of SPCBs will be taken 

by the Hon'ble Chairperson of Executing Committee in which the officers 

should bring the details of all the court cases pending in various Courts 

alongwith the date of filing of case, Environmental Acts under which the 

case filed, present status of the case, difficulties being faced by Law 

Officers. 

 

The Chairman of the Executing Committee thanked ‘Member Secretary, Punjab 

Pollution Control Board’ for excellent arrangements and for organizing 2nd meeting of 

the Executing Committee. 

 

2nd meeting of the Executing Committee ended with vote of thanks to the Chair. 

 

-- OO -- 

  



 
 

Annexure-I 

List of Participants of the  2nd meeting of the Executing Committee held on 
11/8/2018 at ‘Conference Hall, Punjab State Council for Science and Technology, 
MGSIPA Complex, Sector-26, Chandigarh’ under the Chairmanship of                      
Justice Pritam Pal, Former Judge, Punjab & Haryana Court  for ensuring 
compliance to Hon’ble NGT Order dated 07.08.2018 in the matte of OA No. 
138/2016 (TNHRC) and OA No. 139 of 2016 (TNHRC). 
 

S. No.  Name of the Official, Designation and Organization/Department 
 

1.  Justice Pritam Pal, Chairman, Executing Committee 

2.  Sh. J. Chandra Babu, Sc. ‘D’, CPCB and Member, Executing Committee 

3.  Dr. Vimal K. Hatwal, Joint Director, Regional Office, MoEF&CC, Chandigarh- 

Representing Member of MoEF & CC 

4.  Sh. R.K. Verma, Principal Secretary to Govt. of Punjab, Deptt. of Science & 

Technology, Chandigarh 

5.  Sh. Krunesh Garg, MS, PPCB 

6.  Sh. S. Narayanan,  MS, HSPCB 

7.  Sh. T.C. Nautiyal, MS, CPCC 

8.  Sh. Anil Garg, Additional Commissioner, MC, Chandigarh 

9.  Sh. K.P. Goyel, CE, PWSSB, Patiala  

10.  Sh. D.S. Bajwa, CE, PHED, Haryana 

11.  Sh. Manoj Bansal, CE, MC, Chandigarh  

12.  Sh. O.P. Goyal, CE, ULB, Haryana 

13.  Sh. Phool Singh Nain, CE, Haryana Irrigation Department 

14.  Dr. Vandana Gupta, Director Health, Chandigarh UT Administration, Sirmor 

15.  Sh. Tejinder Kumar, SEE, PPCB 

16.  Sh. Sanjeev Kaul, S.E. HP, Irrigation of Public Health Deptt. Circle, Solan 

17.  Sh. Sanjiv Gupta, SEE, HSVP, Panchkula 

18.  Sh. Rajinder Singh, SEE (PH), UT, Engg, Deptt. UT Sectt. Chandigarh 

19.  Dr. Sharewah Kumar, SEE, HPSPCB, Paonta Sahib 

20.  Sh. Shailender Singh, EE, PHED, Haryana 

21.  Kuldeep Singh, EE, PPCB, R.O, Mohali 

22.  Sh.J.P. Singh, EE, HSPCB, Haryana 

23.  Sh. V.S. Kochhar, AE Water Supply and Sanitation, Punjab.  

24.  Sh. Nishant Garg, AE, Drainage, Patiala 



 
 

25.  Sh. Parveen Kumar, SDE, Water Supply and Sanitation, Punjab  

26.  Sh. Atul Parmar, AEE, HPSPCB, RO, Parwanoo 

27.  Sh. Amit Sharma, SDE, MC, Chandigarh 

28.  Sh. Lalit Thakur,AEE, HPSPCB, Kala Amb 

29.  Sh. Ranbir Singh, SDE, Urban Local Bodies, Haryana 

30.  Dr. Radhe Shyam, Scientist, Gr-I, Environment Department, Haryana 

31.  Sh. Vivek Pandey, Scientist B, CPCC, Chandigarh 

32.  Sh. Tarun Mishra, Scientist-B, CGWA, Chandigarh 

33.  Sh. K.S. Rawat, Scientist-B, CRWM, Chandigarh 

34.  Dr. Raj Kumar, Sc.’B’, HSPCB, Panchkula, Haryana 

 

  

   

  



 
 

Annexure-II 

 

CONTENT  
(For Preparation and Submission of the Proposed Action Plan 
(Short, Medium and Long Term Plans) for Restoration of River 
Ghaggar and Its Tributaries - By the States of Punjab, Haryana & 
Himachal Pradesh and Chandigarh UT) 

____________________________________________________ 
 
1) Back Ground 

 

2) About River Ghaggar and Its Tributaries, activity in the catchment area of river Ghaggar 

and its tributaries. 

 

3) Water quality goals as per the existing provisions or guidelines/specifications of CPCB. 

 

4) Sources of Pollution of River Ghaggar and Its tributaries within the jurisdiction of the 

respective State/UT. 

 

5) Actions initiated for ensuring compliance to the Hon’ble National Green Tribunal (NGT), 

Principal Bench, Delhi Order dated 07.08.2018 in the matte of OA No. 138/2016 (TNHRC) 

and OA No. 139 of 2016 (TNHRC) 

 

6) Existing Status in the catchment of river Ghaggar and Its Tributaries: - Sewage & 

Industrial effluent management in rural and urban areas, ground water quality, health 

status of the Public, water quality of River Ghaggar and Its Tributaries as well as drains 

contributing to the pollution load in River Ghaggar and Its Tributaries. 

 

7) A map (preferably digital map) showing the sources of pollution ( area-wise information 

relating to– population, water consumption in MLD, sewage generation in MLD, existing 

STPs with numbers and exiting sewage treatment capacity in MLD,  proposed STPs- 

Nos with treatment capacity in MLD, drains contributing to pollution load in river Ghaggar 

and Its tributaries within the jurisdiction of the State/UT) 

 

8) A map (preferably Digital map) showing the sources of industrial pollution ( area-wise 

information relating to– sector-wise no. of industries, sector-wise total water 

consumption in MLD, sector-wise industrial effluent generation in MLD, existing  capacity 

of captive ETPs and CETPs in MLD, proposed no. of captive ETPs/CETPs in MLD), 

sludge generated from STPs as well as municipal solid waste management. 

 



 
 

9) Observations on Gap Analysis w.r.to (i) Sewage management; (ii) industrial effluent 

management; (iii) operation and maintenance of existing STPs; (iv) operation and 

maintenance of existing captive ETPs; (v) operation and maintenance of existing 

CETPs; (vi) Compliance status w.r.to the industries located in the catchment area of 

river Ghaggar and its tributaries within the jurisdiction of the respective SPCB/PCC) – (a) 

List of industries not having valid consents under Water (Prevention and Control of 

Pollution) Act, 1974 and authorisation under the HW & OW ( M & TM) Rules, 2016 as 

amended; (b) List of Industries complying and non-complying to the effluent discharge 

norms prescribed by the respective SPCB/PCC; (c) List of industries indulged in illegal 

disposal of industrial effluent; (d) industrial hazardous waste (generated from industries, 

captive ETPs and CETPs) management, requirement of restoration of river Ghaggar and 

its tributaries. 

 

10) Proposed action plans (short term, medium and long term plans) with time lines 

including the organisation/agency responsible for its implementation- action plan should 

cover aspects as detailed below:-  

 

(i) Domestic sewage management (including source reduction and control measures by  

bulk sewage generators, measures for conveyance of sewage through dedicated sewer 

lines connectivity to STPs, measurement of flows of drains connected to the 

river/tributaries under reference, on-site or in-situ treatment measures, end use of 

treated sewage for beneficial use complying to the prescribed standards, preparation 

and execution of the project proposals for sewage management through state-of-the–art 

STP, strict vigilance, effective enforcement of standards prescribed under the 

Environment (Protection) Act, 1986, actions initiated against violators, sewage 

management in rural areas with low cost treatment technologies like constructed wet 

lands),   

 

(ii) Industrial effluent management (measures which include source control like adoption of 

state-of-the-art technologies, reuse of treated industrial effluent to reduce fresh water 

consumption, adoption of zero liquid discharge, sludge management, recovery and 

reuse of recovered chemicals in the process, measures for conveyance of industrial 

effluent through dedicated lines and its  connectivity to ETPs/CETPs, preparation and 

execution of the project proposals for industrial effluent management (ETPs/CETPs), 

strict vigilance, effective enforcement of standards prescribed under the Environment 

(Protection) Act, 1986, action against violators) 

 

(iii) Ground water management (obtaining of NOC from CGWB for use of ground water 

resources, ground water survey for quality assessment, identification of problem 



 
 

sources, sealing of contaminated hand pumps/tube wells used by the general public for 

drinking water purposes, supply of ground water to the public living in areas where 

ground water is contaminated, measures to control depletion of groundwater table as 

well as for increasing ground water levels ( ground water recharge measures), remedial 

measures for decontamination of highly polluted groundwater resources within the 

jurisdiction of the respective State/UT) 

 

(iv) Restoration of river Ghaggar and Its tributaries water quality 

 

(v) Maintaining of E= Flows for having ecological balance in the river system 

 

(vi) Awareness on  
 

-  Effective use of groundwater resources for agriculture purpose; and  

-  Health status and organising health camps 
 

(vii)  Monitoring of executing the actions plans 

  

(viii)  Any other issues relevant to the subject. 

 

-- OO -- 



Minutes of 3
rd

 meeting of the Executing Committee held on 21.09.2018 at 
‘Conference Room of HSPCB, C-11, Sector-6, Panchkula’ under the 
Chairmanship of Hon'ble Justice Pritam Pal, Chairman of Executing 
Committee regarding Action Plan for River Ghaggar 
 

 A meeting was held on 21.09.2018 under the Chairmanship of Hon’ble Justice 
Pritam Pal, Chairman, Executing Committee regarding Action Plan for River Ghaggar at 
‘Conference Room of HSPCB, C-11, Sector-6, Panchkula’. The list of officials attended 
the meeting is enclosed as Annexure -I. 
 

  Right at the outset, Chairman welcomed all the participants and MS, HSPCB 
briefed about the decisions taken in the First and 2

nd
 meeting of the Executing 

Committee. It was also discussed that the Hon'ble NGT has directed the State 
Government of Punjab, Haryana, Himachal Pradesh and Chandigarh UT Administration 
to constitute Special Task Forces at District and State level apart from preparation of 
action plans to make river Ghaggar pollution free and punish the violators.  
  
 After brief discussions, the Chairman enquired about the number of convictions in 
the cases filed for Environment violations. The Legal Officers of the State Boards 
informed that it is less than 3%. Then Chairman desired to know about the reasons of 
such low rate of convictions in Environment Courts from the Legal Officers of Haryana, 
UT, Punjab and Himachal.  
 

 The District Attorney HSPCB informed that in many cases the procedure for 
collection of samples as mentioned in the Water/ Air Act is not complied by the officers 
of HSPCB. Similarly, the ownership of the industries/ units is not established in the 
prosecutions. The Legal Officer of UT Chandigarh Pollution Control Committee informed 
that many times the summons could not be effected by the process servers of the 
courts. There is lack of awareness among the officers of the State Board regarding the 
evidence/ documents to be collected for filing prosecutions.  
 

 The Chairman desired that as far as Ghaggar matter is concerned, all State 
Board should work collectively and the officers who file prosecution cases should be 
trained on filing of prosecutions for environmental violations. He directed that ‘Legal Cell 
of HSPCB should make guidelines/ proforma regarding the requirements of the case 
before filing of prosecutions and a seminar should also be organized for field level 
officers of CPCC, HPSPCB, HPPCB and PPCB to make them aware about the Legal 
process in the coming week.  
 

MS, HSPCB welcomed the decision and requested other states that such a 
seminar can be fixed soon after receiving inputs from other two SPCBs and CPCC. MS, 
HSPCB also informed that there are two Special Environment Courts in Haryana and all 
the prosecutions regarding environmental violations are filed by the HSPCB and Forest 
Department in the Environment Courts at Kurukshetra and Faridabad. District Attorney, 
HSPCB informed that there are approximately 500 cases pending at Kurukshetra and 
approximately 700 cases pending at Faridabad Court. The legal Officers of HPPCB, 
PSPCB and CPCC informed that there are no such Environment Courts in their States 
and the cases are filed in lower courts of the respective districts. The Chairman desired 
that the respective State Boards/ Environment Departments should write a letter to the 
respective High Courts through the State Govt. for establishment of Environments 
Courts similar to that of Haryana. 
 

 The meeting ended with vote of thanks to the Chair. 
 

-- OO --  



Annexure-I 
 

3rd meeting of the Executing Committee held on 21.09.2018 at ‘Conference 
Room of HSPCB, C-11, Sector-6, Panchkula’ under the Chairmanship of 
Hon'ble   Justice Pritam Pal, Chairman, Executing Committee regarding Action 
Plan for River Ghaggar. 
 

List of Participants 
 

 
Sr. 
No. 

Name/Designation/Department 

1.  Sh. S. Narayanan, IFS, Member Secretary, HSPCB, Panchkula. 

2.  Dr. Vimal Halwal, JD, MOEFCC, RO, Chandigarh and Member 
Executing Committee,  
 

3.  Sh. Parveen Gupta, SEE, HPPCB, Shimla 

4.  Dr. Sharawan  Thakur SEE, HPPCB, Shimla 

5.  Sh. Satbir Singh, DA, HSPCB, Panchkula 

6.  Sh. JP Singh, EE, HSPCB, Panchkula 

7.  Sh. Amrik singh, Senior Law Officer, PPCB, Punjab. 

8.  Sh. Ricky Jain, Law Officer, CPCC, Chandigarh 

9.  Sh. Paramjeet Singh, ADA, HSPCB, Panchkula 

10. Sh. Atul Parmar, AEE, HPPCB, RO, Parwanoo. 

11. Sh. Bhupender Kumar, ADA, Environment Department, 

12. Sh. Sandeep Kumar, Astt. Law Officer, HPPCB, Shimla. 
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CENTRAL POLLUTION CONTROL BOARD 

(Water Quality Management Division-I) 
“Parivesh Bhawan”, East Arjun Nagar, 

 Delhi-110032 
***** 

Minutes of Fourth meeting of the Executing Committee held on 

09.10.2018 at ‘Conference Hall,  Hotel Peterhof, Shimla (H.P.) – 

171004’ under the Chairmanship of Hon’ble Justice Pritam Pal, 

Former Judge, Punjab & Haryana Court, in compliance to the 

Hon'ble NGT order dated 07.08.2018 in matter of OA No. 139 of 2016 

titled Stench Grips Mansa’s Sacred Ghaggar River (Suo-Motu Case) 

And Yogender Kumar 
 

Fourth Meeting of the Executing Committee was held on 09.10.2018  at „Conference Hall,  

Hotel Peterhof, Shimla (H.P.) – 171004‟ under the Chairmanship of Hon‟ble Justice Pritam 

Pal, Former Judge, Punjab & Haryana Court, in compliance to the Hon'ble NGT order dated 

07.08.2018 in matter of OA No. 139 of 2016 titled Stench Grips Mansa‟s Sacred Ghaggar 

River (Suo-Motu Case).  The List of Officials attended the meeting is enclosed as 

Annexure-I. 

 

Dr. R.K Pruthi, Member Secretary, Himachal Pradesh State Pollution Control Board 

(HPSPCB) welcomed the Chairman and Members of the Executing Committee as well as 

Officials of State Governments and  Himachal Pradesh Pollution Control Board.  

 

After a brief introduction of the Officials of different departments of Himachal Pradesh State, 

the Chairman of the Executing Committee has highlighted the seriousness of the issue and 

also urged officials to perform the duties seriously as there is no concrete action plans seen 

on ground till date. He also stated that preservation of River Ghaggar is an auspicious work, 

and it is the joint responsibility of all the three States ( i.e., Himachal Pradesh, Haryana and 

Punjab) as well as Chandigarh Union Territory and to look into the effective enforcement of 

provisions on aspects related to industrial effluent, sewage and solid waste management 

and action should be taken against the violators. He urged all the Himachal Pradesh State 

officials to comply with the orders of Hon‟ble National Green Tribunal in letter and spirit.  

Thereafter, The Hon‟ble Chairman stressed that actions taken along with progress report 

shall be submitted to CPCB and also to the Executing Committee to apprise the Hon‟ble 

NGT periodically in compliance to the Hon‟ble NGT order dated 07.08.2018. The Chairman 

also informed that law violators should be prosecuted.  
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Thereafter, Member Secretary, HPSPCB informed that the State Level Task Force has been 

notified by Government of HP, comprising of  Chief Secretary to The Government of 

Himachal Pradesh, Additional Chief Secretary (Environment Science and Technology), 

Additional Chief Secretary (Urban Development) Government of HP, Member Secretary, HP 

State Pollution Control Board and District Level Task Force comprising of the Concerned 

Deputy Commissioner, Nominee of the Concerned District and Session Judge, The 

Concerned Superintendent of Police, The Executive Officer of the Local Body of the 

Concerned District, The Regional Officer, HP State Pollution Control Board of the 

Concerned District. Thereafter, he requested Dr. Sharwan Kumar to make a presentation on 

the Status of Action Taken in compliance to the Hon‟ble NGT order dated 07.08.2018.   

 

Status of Water Polluting Industries / Civic Bodies in the Catchment of Markanda 

River :  Kala Amb Region  

 

Dr. Sharwan Kumar in his presentation in formed the Executing Committee that Kala Amb is 

a small industrial cluster falling under the catchment of River Markanda. There are total 419 

industries i.e., 54 Red, 215 Orange and 133 Green and 17 industries are White category. He 

also informed that 93 out of 419 industries are water polluting and total flow of Kala Amb 

industrial cluster is approx. 5.975 MLD and existing treatment capacity of ETPs is 7.28 MLD. 

All the water polluting industries have installed their respective ETP‟s/STP‟s for treatment of 

waste water. He also stated that River Markanda enters Kala Amb at Bikram Bag and leaves 

at Sadhora Bridge. It covers a distance of almost 130 km in Haryana before mixing with 

River Ghaggar in rainy season. Main drains at Kala Amb are  (i) Jattan Wala Nallah; (ii) 

Roon Nallah; (iii) Sukdo Nallah and (iv) Salani Nallah which ultimately mixing in the River 

Markanda at Kala Amb. As per joint sampling of CPCB and HPSPCB, 14 km downstream 

Kala Amb, River Markanda has been found dry most of the times. 

 

In the catchment of River Markanda, sub-catchment of Jattan Wala Nallah is the area of 

concern whose water quality has been found most of the times below the standard due to 

the discharge of un-treated sewage from various drains into it and Coliform is found more 

than 1600 MPN/100 ml. The Industries situated Near M/s Ruchira Paper Mill, where total 4 

no. of industries i.e., 2 Paper Mills, Katha Unit and 2 Metal Finishing Units); (2) Near M/s 

Saboo Tor, where total 13 no. of industries i.e., Pharma-4, Glass toughening-3, 

manufacturing-3, metal finishing-3 and Cosmetic-1) and (3) Near M/s Jay Ajay Alloys, where 

total 12 no. of units (Pharma-6, scrap melting-3, Food processing-1, AC Assembly-1 and 

manufacturing-1) are contributing industrial effluent.  He also stated that in addition to 

above, the sewage / sullage of Kala Amb which is partially in Himachal and partially in 

Haryana is also discharged into Jattan Wala Nallah. 
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In Jattan Wala Sub-Catchment, there are total 60 industries. 29 Out of 60 industries are 

water polluting and having total maximum pollution load of 6473.5 KLD. All the 29 industries 

have provided ETPs for treatment of industrial effluent generated from the respective unit. 

As per the estimation, the population of Jattan Wala sub catchment is around 1000 and 

floating population is approx. 5000 and total sewage generation is about 236 KLD. Apart 

from this, residential and industrial units situated in Himachal and Haryana are also 

contributing BOD load in Jattan Wala Nallah. He also stated that at present, there is no 

Common STP in Kala Amb Area. Untreated domestic sewage and sullage of civic 

population of Himachal and Haryana is carried by Jattan Wala Nallah which in turn is 

degrading the water quality of River Markanda. Proposed action plan of H.P. State 

Government for Kala Amb area are as follows:- 

 

 HP Govt. has already taken initiative for installation of CETP-cum-STP of appx.10 

MLD capacity at Kala Amb for ensuring treatment of waste water generated from 

industries and domestic sewage. 

 M/s Kala Amb Infrastructure Company has already been registered under Company 

Act as SPV for setting up CETP in Kala Amb. 

 M/s Kala Amb Infrastructure Company has undertaken the work of preparing DPR 

through M/s Shivalik Solid Waste Management Ltd. The land for the project has been 

identified by the committee comprising „DC, Sirmaur; EE, HPSPCB, Paonta Sahib and 

GM, DIC Nahan‟. The proposal has been sent to the H.P. State Govt. for final 

approval. 

 The survey of the area will be conducted to identify the remaining point sources. 

 HP Govt. has already constituted Special Task Forces at State Level and District Level 

for the purpose of identifying the persons responsible for discharging effluents beyond 

standards into tributaries of river Ghaggar. 

 HPSPCB Paonta Sahib organized a meeting on 05.10.2018 under the chairmanship of 

Deputy Commissioner, Sirmaur to evaluate and expedite the process of installation of 

CETP at Kala Amb. 

 Further, a District Level Task Force meeting has also been scheduled on 12.10.2018 

to formulate the action plan for improving the water quality of the tributaries of river 

Ghaggar. 

 

Status of Water Polluting Industries/Civic Bodies in the Catchment of Kaushalaya 

River, Parwanoo Region  

 

Dr.Sharwan Kumar continued his presentation and also apprised the committee that  

Parwanoo Town in Himachal Pradesh is having 9 Sq.KM, which is a residential, small 

industrial as well as commercial area. Main river/drain in Parwanoo area are River 
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Kaushalya and Sukhana Nallah. In Parawanoo area, there are total 324 industries i.e.,                 

14 Red, 27 Orange and 283 Green category. 41 out of 324 industries are water polluting in 

nature. The total effluent generation in Parwanoo area is 0.76 MLD and all the water 

polluting industries have installed captive ETPs for treatment of waste water.  

 

In the River Kaushalya catchment area, total industrial effluent treatment capacity is about 

52.5 KLD and STP capacity is about 15 KLD whereas total effluent generation in Sukhana 

Nallah catchment is about 693.3 KLD. There are 32 water polluting industries in Sukhana 

Nallah catchment. As per analysis results of the samples collected from Sukhana Nallah 

during the years 2015 to 2018 w.r.to pH, DO, BOD and Total Coliform reveals that the Water 

Quality of Sukhana Nallah is bad primarily due to Sewage Load. Water Quality of Kaushalya 

River is meeting the Class A of CPCB “Best Designated Use”. 

 

As regards to the sewage generation and treatment of sewage in Parawanoo, he informed 

that Parwanoo town has 2286 households and the town is divided into 9 wards and as per 

the Census India 2011, the population of Parwanoo city is about 8,758. At present, there is 

no CETP or STP is available in Parawanoo area and sewage generated from Parawanoo 

city is treated in individual septic tanks and trade effluent generated is treated in captive 

ETPs. Areas of Concern :- 

 

 No Common STP in Parwanoo Area 

 No CETP in Parwanoo. 

 Area of Jurisdiction – Municipal Council Parwanoo. 

 Sewage of Parwanoo Town is being treated in septic tanks provided by 

Municipal Committee, Parwanoo – Inadequate. 

 Industrial Effluent is being treated in respective ETPs of industrial units. 

 No hazardous constituents in water of Sukhna Nallah – River Monitoring 

Results. 

 

Action taken report by H.P. SPCB for Parawanoo area are as follows:-  

 

 FOCUS AREA - SEWAGE TREATMENT (as pollution load comprises primarily high 

BOD & High TC) 

 Additional Chief Secretary (EST) cum Chairman HPPCB convened interdepartmental 

stakeholder meeting on 15.09.2018 in this matter. 

 Directions issued to I&PH Division Solan to submit proposal of common STPs in 

Parwanoo Area. 

 3 to 4 common STPs are proposed considering topography of the area (0.2 – 0.4 

MLD each).  
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 Action against defaulters / Directions issued – 05 units to install new STPs within 45 

days. 

 Action to be taken by: District Administration, Industries Department, HIMUDA & 

I&PH, H.P. State Pollution Control Board. 

 

Observation and Directions Issued by the Executing Committee:- 

 

Upon detailed deliberations following overall directions were issued by Executing 

Committee:-  

 

1. Flow Measurement :- Irrigation and Public Health Department directed to explore 

possibility of channelization and also setting up of flow measurement systems at all 

the salient points such as before confluence of all drains and on River Markanda and 

River Kaushalaya and also at the exit point of State of HP –Action by Irrigation and 

Public Health Department.  

 

2. Installation of Real Time Water Quality Monitoring Station:- Action should be 

taken by Irrigation and Public Health Department for installation of continuous 

Real Time Water Quality Monitoring Station in compliance with the Directions issued 

by CPCB under Section 18 (1) (b) of the Water ( Prevention and Control of Pollution) 

1974- Action By Irrigation and Public Health Department and District Level task 

force, HPSPCB 

 

3. Identification of the Problems in the Catchment area of River Ghaggar and its 

tributaries and preparation of action plans:- As Kala Amb and Parwanoo has 

already been classified as severely polluted area by the Central Pollution Control 

Board, the concerned state agencies to expedite the process of setting up of 

Common Effluent Treatment Plant, Sewage Treatment Plant and Solid waste 

Management Facility in the Catchment area of River Ghaggar and its tributaries after 

thorough gap analysis- Action by Industry Department, HPSIDC,  HIMUDA, IPH 

and concerned Local Body, HP SPCB  

 

4. Ground Water Sampling:- All the Tube Wells /Hand Pumps need to be checked for 

the water quality compliances w.r.to the BIS Drinking Water Standards for all the 

relevant parameters i.e.  pH, Fluoride, Sulphate, Mercury and other heavy metals. 

Also, the data of analysis report from Central Ground Water Board may also be 

collected and reported. Sampling should be done within one month by HPSPCB in 

association with Officials of Irrigation and Public Health Department (IPH)- Action 
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By Irrigation and Public Health Department, Regional officer, HPSPCB, Paonta 

and Parwanoo.  

 

5. Quality of Drinking Water Supply: - The Drinking Water Quality at Kala Amb 

Parwanoo Region also need to be checked and samples of drinking water shall also 

get be tested through NABL accredited laboratory or a Laboratory approved under E 

(P) Act, 1986.   The drinking water quality assessment should also be included for 

the Monsoon Period along with Details of Treatment system followed before supply 

of Drinking Water. The Concerned Department shall prepare a brief note on 

“Drinking Water Quality” supplied to the Regions of Parwanoo and Kala Amb within 

15 Days- Action by  Himachal Pradesh Housing and Urban Development 

Authority (HIMUDA) and Irrigation and Public Health Department (IPH).  

 

6. Digital Map of River Ghaggar and its tributaries :- A Digital map of River Ghaggar 

and Its tributaries should be prepared showing main towns/city-wise population, no. 

of industries (sector-wise no. of industries), water consumption by the towns/cities as 

well as by industries, sewage generation and industrial waste water effluent being 

generated, no. of captive wastewater treatment facilities by the industries and the 

total treatment capacity, no. of existing STPs and their capacities, no. of existing 

CETPs and their capacities, municipal solid waste generation, hazardous waste 

generation, existing solid and industrial waste management facilities including 

drainage map to be incorporated as a part of report-Action by HPSPCB  through  

AGISAC.  

 

7. Water quality of River Ghaggar and its tributaries as well as drains:- To have 

the trend in river water quality, drains characteristics, monitoring of river Kaushalaya 

or Ghaggar and its tributaries as well as the drains contributing pollution load shall be 

carried out once in a month henceforth by H.P.SPCB at all the salient points (i.e.,  

upstream, downstream of confluence point of  tributary or drain with the River 

Ghaggar in Himachal Pradesh, river or drain sample before confluence with the river 

Ghaggar or River Kaushalaya). Collected samples shall be get analysed for relevant 

parameters and results should be submitted to Executing Committee and CPCB.  

 

8. Compliance verification of Environmental Discharge Norms by the Industries 

prescribed under Water (Prevention and Control of Pollution) Act, 1974 and                   

E (P) Act, 1986:-  

 

Routine and Surprise inspections of all the industries located in the catchment area 

of river Ghaggar and its tributaries shall be conducted immediately and list of 

industries which are complying and not complying to the environmental laws shall be 
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submitted to the Committee within one Month. The reports should be prepared and 

submitted as per the format to be circulated to HPSPCB by Shri J.C.Babu, Member 

of the Executing Committee. The Team leader of the inspecting officials should be 

either Scientist „B‟ /Asst. Environmental Engineer or Scientist „C‟/Envi.Engineer, 

along with sampling team not below the rank of SSO. The inspecting officials also 

should collect ETP outlet sample as well as ground water sample located within the 

industry premises or in the vicinity or nearby village or town or city. ETP outlet 

samples should be collected and get analysed for the parameters as per the Consent 

issued under Water Act, 1974 whereas the ground water samples should be 

analysed for pH, Sulphate, Fluoride, TDS and the heavy metals such as As, Cr 3 +,    

Cr 6+, Hg, Zn, Cd, Pd, Ni, Mn, Fe etc., following the standard protocol. The report 

should clearly indicate name of the officials inspected with details such as 

designation, address, contact mobile number and also e.mail -Action by RO, 

HPSPCB, Paonta and RO, HPSPCB, Parwanoo.  

 

9. Nomination of Officer’s for Interstate Inspections: - As desired by the Committee, 

HP State Pollution Control Board has to nominate four Officers for Interstate Industry 

inspections as well as sampling of river Ghaggar and its tributaries, as detailed 

below:- 

1) Er. Avinash Kumar Sharda, Environmental Engineer, HPSPCB Baddi. 

2) Er. Lalit Kumar, Assistant  Environmental Engineer, HPSPCB Kala Amb. 

3) Er. Pradeep Modgil, Assistant  Environmental Engineer, HPSPCB Kullu. 

4) Er. Varun Gupta, Assistant  Environmental Engineer, HPSPCB, Dharamshala. 

 

10. Sewage and Solid Waste Management: - Area-wise estimation of Population,  

water consumption pattern, expected sewage generation over the next 15 to 20 

years, solid waste generation. Proposal to be made regarding required STPs with 

State-of-the-Art Technology for sewage management  and also for development of 

integrated solid waste management facilities in the catchment area of River Ghaggar 

and Its tributaries. The Concerned State agency to ensure appropriate technology for 

Management of Sewage and Solid Waste. Action by MC, Parwanoo, Irrigation and 

Public Health Department (IPH), Urban Development and Himachal Pradesh 

Housing and Urban Development Authority (HIMUDA).  

 

11. Hazardous and Biomedical Waste Management: - The Committee was apprised 

that the state has one TSDF facility located at Dhabota, Nalgarh with Toral landfill 

capacity of 10 Lacs MT which is catering to the requirement of entire State. In 

addition to this, HP SPCB also authorized 34 facility for recycling/utilization of 

Hazardous Waste under Hazardous and Other waste (Management & 

Transboundary Movement) Rules, 2016 as amended. Further, it was also informed 
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to the Committee that there are 3 Common Bio-medical Waste Treatment and 

Disposal facility situated at different locations. The Bio-Medical Waste generated by 

the Healthcare institution are treated and disposed properly in these facilities. With 

regard to Parwanoo and Kala Amb there are 08 Healthcare facilities and Bio-medical 

Waste generated is disposed of through authorized through Common Bio-medical 

Waste treatment Facility situated at Sandli, District-Solan. The Committee desired 

that the HP SPCB is required to do the gap analysis w.r.to such waste generation  

and the waste received, treated and disposed off by the such treatment and disposal 

facilities and also to ensure implementation of the Bar Code system to check the 

pilferage of bio-medical waste. - Action by HPSPCB. 

 

12. Health Impacts in Parwanoo and Kala Amb :- in order to assess the impact of 

water pollution and its impact on health of the public if any, the Committee desired 

that the State Department of Health, Govt. of Himachal Pradesh to compile the data 

of medical history of past 3 years in the Ghaggar and its catchment area. Also, State 

Department of Health, Govt. of Himachal Pradesh should organize health camps by 

involving both private and government hospitals on voluntary basis in the catchment 

area of River Ghaggar and its tributaries. Report on this account to be submitted 

within a month. Action by Health Department, Govt. of Himachal Pradesh.  

 

In addition to the above the Hon’ble Chairman, Executing Committee has 

directed to comply on following points :-  

     

1. The District Level Task Force (DLTF) comprising Deputy Commissioner, 

Superintendent Police, Regional Officer, a representative of District Session Judge 

shall conduct the inspections in the catchment of river Ghaggar and its tributaries at 

least once a month and submit the reports to SLTF on monthly basis . Action by 

District Level Task Force. 

2. State Level Task Force need to take assessment of the report submitted by District 

Level Task Force and action be initiated and also to submit the report to Executing 

Committee and CPCB once in Quarter. Action by State Level Task Force.  

3. Each Department shall identify a nodal officer and the contact details of the nodal 

officer as well as the Head of Department to be provided to the Executing Committee 

and CPCB within two weeks- Action by All the concerned Departments. 

 

4. The Hon‟ble Chairman is of the opinion that for speedy disposal of the court cases, 

High Court to be requested to make a designated court for the cases related to 

Environment „or‟ Chief Judicial Magistrate may be designated as a special court for 
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cases under Environment Protection Act. Initially District-wise data regarding number 

of cases filed, pending cases, decided cases, period – for how long the cases have 

remained pending in the court, next date of hearing and such details be sent to the 

Secretary (Env.) Govt. of HP- Action by HPSPCB, Office of Secretary, 

Environment.  

5. Drainage map to be clearly delineated and to be made part of the report. 

6. Environmental surveillance squads comprising officials from different organisation be 

constituted and surprise inspections to be carried out by the Department concerned. 

The Chairman of the Executing Committee thanked „Member Secretary, Himachal Pradesh 

State Pollution Control Board‟ for excellent arrangements and for organizing fourth meeting 

of the Executing Committee. 

 

Fourth meeting of the Executing Committee ended with vote of thanks to the Chair. 

 

-- OO  -- 
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Annexure-I 

 

List of Participants of the  First meeting of the Executing Committee held on 
09.10.2018  at ‘Conference Hall,  Hotel Peterhof, Shimla (H.P.) – 171004’ under 
the Chairmanship of Hon’ble Justice Pritam Pal, Former Judge, Punjab & 
Haryana Court, in compliance to the Hon'ble NGT order dated 07.08.2018 in 
matter of OA No. 139 of 2016 
 

S. No.  Name of the Official, Designation/Department 

1.  Hon’ble Justice Pritam Pal (Retd.), Chairman, Executive Committee. 

2.  Sh. J.Chandra Babu, Scientist, CPCB and Member, Executive Committee 

3.  Dr. Vimal K. Hatwal, Jt. Director, MoEF&CC, and Member, Executive Committee 

4.  Sh. Rakesh Kanwar, Director, Rural Development, H.P. 

5.  Dr. R. K.  Pruthi, Member Secretary, HPSPCB. 

6.  Sh. Lalit Jain, Deputy Commissioner, Sirmour, H.P.. 

7.  Er. Suman Vikrant, EnC I&PH, H.P. 

8.  Sh. Satpal Dhiman, Joint Secretary (ES&T), Govt. of HP. 

9.  Sh. Jitender Sanjta, Additional Director, Industries Department, HP 

10.  Dr. Bhanu Neopaney, PSO, Departemnt of E&ST. 

11.  Sh. Vivek Chandel, ADM Solan, HP 

12.  Dr. Pratibha Chauhan, DY. SP, Sirmour. 

13.  Sh. Chaman Lal, Dy. SP, Solan. 

14.  Sh. Basant Verma, Secretary, DLSA, Nahan 

15.  Er. Sanjeev Kaul, SE, IPH, Nahan, HP 

16.  Er. Mandeep Gupta, EE, IPH Nahan, HP 

17.  Er. Sumit Sood, EE, IPH Solan, HP 

18.  Dr. N.K. Mehta, Dy DHS, Directorate of Health Services, HP 

19.  Sh. Sudhir Sharma, EO, MC Parwanoo, H.P. 

20.  Er. Rajesh Thakur, AE, HIMUDA Parwanoo, HP 

21.  Er. B.R. Raghuwanshi, AE HIMUDA, Nahan, HP 

22.  Dr. Manoj Chauhan, PSO, HPSPCB, Shimla. 

23.  Dr. Sharwan Kumar, SEE, HPSPCB, Poanta, HP. 

24.  Er. Parveen Gupta, SEE, HPSPCB, Shimla 

25.  Sh. Jitender Gupta, Sr. Law Officer, HPSPCB, Shimla. 

26.  Er. Atul Parmar, AEE, HPSPCB, Parwanoo 

27.  Er. Chandan Kumar Singh, AEE, HPSPCB, Shimla 

28.  Sh. Baldev Bharti, Sanitation expert, UD Department, Shimla 

29.  Sh. Praveen Sharma, Scientific Officer, HPSPCB, Shimla 

30.  Sh. Sandeep Kumar, Asstt. Law Officer, HPSPCB, Shimla 

 



Minutes of Fifth Meeting of the Executing Committee held on 
22.10.2018 at 'Conference Hall, Ground Floor, U.T. Secretariat, Sector 

9, Chandigarh under the Chairmanship of Hon'ble Justic Pritam Pal, 
Former Judge, Punjab & Haryana High Court for ensuring compliance 

to the Hon'ble NGT order dated 07.08.2018 in the matter of OA No. 139 
of 2016 titled Strench Grips Mansa's Sacred Ghaggar River (Suo-Motu 
Case) and Yogender Kumar. 

......... 
 
Fifth meeting of the Executing committee was held on 22.10.2018 at 

‘Conference Hall, Ground Floor, U.T. Secretariat, Sector 9, Chandigarh’ 
under the chairmanship of Hon'ble Justice Pritam Pal, Former Judge, 

Punjab & Haryana High Court for ensuring compliance to the Hon'ble NGT 
Order dated 07.08.2018 in matter of OA No. 139 of 2016 titled Strench 
Grips Mansa's Sacred Ghaggar River (Suo-Motu Case). The list of officials 

attended the meeting is enclosed as Annexure-I.  
 

Sh. Debendra Dalai, IFS, Director Environment and Vice-Chairman, 
Chandigarh Pollution Control Committee welcomed the Chairman and 
Members of Executing Committee as well as officials of Chandigarh 

Administration.  
 
After brief introduction of the officials of different departments of U.T. 

Chandigarh, The Chairman, Executing Committee has noticed it very 
seriously that no person from Municipal Corporation, dealing with 

Municipal Solid Waste was available in the meeting despite of prior 
information. 
 

Thereafter, Sh. Vivek Pandey, Scientist 'B' has made a presentation, in his 

presentation informed that about 87 MGD of water is daily supplied to 
Chandigarh.  Around 67 MGD (Million Gallons per Day) water is being 

supplied mainly from Bhakra main line through Kajouli Water Works and 
Sector 39 Water Works and 20 MGD water is being supplied through tube 
wells. As per the available information, total population is about 10.5 Lacs, 

total waste water (both domestic and industrial effluent) generation is 
around 57 MGD and the existing total waste water treatment capacity is 
about 48.85 MGD ( i.e., 5 STPs which are located at 3 BRD (11 MGD), 

Raipur Kalan ( 5 MGD), Diggian (30 MGD), Raipur Khurd (1.25 MGD) and 
Dhanas (1.6 MGD). Also, 3 no. of STPs ( of total capacity 6.65 MGD) are 

under construction i.e., STP at Village Kishangarh (04. MGD), STP ayt 
Maloya (5 MGD) and STP at Raipur Kalan (1.25 MGD). Presently, treated 
waste water is discharged into Choes/Drains except Diggian sewage 

Treatment Plant.  The treated waste water from this STP is used for 
irrigation purpose.  
 

Shri V.Pandey also apprised the Committee that Chandigarh 
Administration, Chandigarh has already constituted State level Task Force 

(comprising Advisor to the Administrator, U.T., Chandigarh, Secretary 

Environment, Chandigarh Administration, Secretary, Urban Planning, U.T., 



Chandigarh, Secretary, Local Body, U.T., Chandigarh, Commissioner, Municipal 
Corporation, Chandigarh, Chief Engineer, Engineering Department, Chandigarh 
Administration) as well as District Level Special Task Force (comprising of District 
Magistrate, U.T., Chandigarh, Sh. Ravi Kumar, IPS, Superintendent of Police, 
Crime, U.T. Chandigarh, Sh. Amarinder Sharma, Secretary, District Legal Services 
Authority, Superintending Engineer, Public Health Division, Engineering 
Department, Chandigarh Administration, Superintending Engineer, Public Health 
Division, Municipal Corporation, Chandigarh, Scientist 'B', Chandigarh Pollution 

Control Committee).  Two meetings of District Level Task Force have already 
been conducted and Municipal Corporation, Chandigarh and Engineering 

Department, Chandigarh Administration were asked to take immediate 
action for stoppage of discharge of untreated waste water into Sukhna 
Choe/N. Choe. As per directions, Public Notice was also published in the 

leading newspapers. 
 
To the query of members of the executing committee with regard to the 

industrial hazardous waste management, bio-medical waste management 
and E-waste management, Shri.V.Pandey apprised the committee that there 

are 430 industries in Chandigarh generating Hazardous Waste about  2847 
MT (F.Y. 2016-2017) out of which 2767 MT is recyclable/reprocessed, 67 MT 
is land fillable and 11.25 MT is incinerable waste. There is no TSDF Facility 

in Chandigarh and hazardous waste of Chandigarh is disposed of through 
TSDF at Nimbua, Derabassi (Punjab). Recyclable & incinerable waste is also 

being disposed through authorized recyclers or service providers of Punjab, 
Haryana & Uttar Pradesh etc. 
 

As regards bio-medical waste is concerned, there are around 788 Health 
Care Facilities, which are generating bio medical waste at about 2503 
Kg/day and 02 Nos. of Hospital having their own treatment facility. There is 

a one Bio-medical waste treatment & disposal facility which collects & 
dispose off the bio-medical waste of Private & Government health care 

facilities of Chandigarh, which is collected and disposed off on daily basis.  
 
As far as E-waste is concerned, he informed that around 45 MT (2016-2017) 

of E-waste  is generated in Chandigarh which is being disposed off through 
facility situated in other States. M/s Ramky Enviro Engineers Limited is the 

nearest dismantling facility which is collecting E-waste from Chandigarh UT. 
 
As regards to the industrial effluent is concerned, Shri Pandey informed the 

committee that in Chandigarh no industry (if any industry is generating 
waste water) is allowed to operate without Effluent Treatment Plant. Even 
industries are not allowed to discharge treated waste water into drains and  

the treated waste water  is allowed to be released into sewer line which 
further goes to terminal sewage treatment plants (STPs) for further 

treatment and disposal.   
 
Thereafter, representative of Engineering Department, Chandigarh 

Administration and Municipal Corporation, Chandigarh have apprised the 
committee about the proposed action plans which is annexed (Annexure-II)   



 
Chairman of the Executing Committee has highlighted the seriousness of 

the issue and also urged officials to perform the duties seriously as there is 
no concrete action plans submitted by any Department. He also stated that 

preservation of River Ghaggar is an auspicious work. Effective enforcement 
of provisions on aspects related to industrial effluent, sewage and solid 
waste management and action should be taken against the violators. He 

urged all the Chandigarh U.T. officials to comply with the orders of Hon'ble 
National Green Tribunals in letter and spirit. The Chairman also informed 
that law violators should be prosecuted. 

 
As regards to conducting health camps in Chandigarh UT, Director, Health 

Department of Chandigarh UT Administration informed the committee that 
the action is being taken for organizing such health camps and same will be 
intimated to the committee within a week upon approval of the competent 

authority. 
 

District level task force and State Level Task Forces have assured that 
action will be initiated. DLTF will submit the ATR once in a month to SLTF 
and thereafter, SLTF will submit the report once in a quarter to CPCB and 

the Executing Committee. 
 
Upon deliberations with the concerned department, Observations and 

Directions issued by Executing Committee:- 
 

Upon details deliberations following overall directions were issued by 
Executing Committee, for ensuring compliance by all the concerned:- 
 

1. Submission of action taken report as per the decisions taken in 
minutes of earlier meetings of the Executing Committee:- 
 

All the departments are required to submit the action taken report on 
the decisions taken in the earlier meetings once in every fifteen days, 

primarily first ATR by 31.10.2018- Action to be taken by all the 
concerned departments 

 

2. Flow Measurement:   
 

Municipal Corporation, Chandigarh and Engineering Department, 
Chandigarh Administration were directed to set up flow measuring 
devices at all the exit points of the drains into the river Ghaggar so as 

to measure the quantum of waste water releasing from the drains - 
Action to be taken by Municipal Corporation, Chandigarh and 

Engineering Department, Chandigarh Administration. 
 
 

 
 



3. Installation of Real Time Water Quality Monitoring Stations at 
the outlets of all STPs: 

 
Municipal Corporation, Chandigarh and Engineering Department, 

Chandigarh Administration shall install continuous Real Time Water 
Quality Monitoring Station at the outlets of all the existing STPs in 
compliance with the directions issued by CPCB under section 18(1)(b) 

of the Water (Prevention & Control of Pollution) Act, 1974 and real 
time data also be transferred to the servers of CPCB and CPCC- 
Action to be taken by Municipal Corporation, Chandigarh and 

Engineering Department, Chandigarh Administration. 
 

4. Installation of Electro Magnetic Flow Measuring Devices: 
 

Municipal Corporation, Chandigarh and Engineering Department, 

Chandigarh Administration are directed to install flow meters at inlet, 
inflow of STP, outlet and bypass channel and records maintained to 

maintain water balance of STP- Action to be taken by Municipal 
Corporation, Chandigarh and Engineering Department, 
Chandigarh Administration. 

 

5. Action Plan for Up gradation of Existing Sewage Treatment Plants 

 and Setting up of new Sewage Treatment Plants: 
 

 Chandigarh Smart City Limited is directed to submit action plans 
regarding upgradation of Existing Sewage Treatment Plants and 
setting up of new sewage treatment plants by 31st October 2018- 

Action By  Chandigarh Smart City Limited 
 

 
6. STP Sludge management:- 

 

Details with regard to the sludge generation from STPs and its 
management should be provided by Executing Committee. Municipal 
Corporation, Chandigarh and Engineering Department by 31st 

October, 2018- Action to be taken by Municipal Corporation, 
Chandigarh, Engineering Department, Chandigarh 

Administration and Chandigarh Smart City Limited. 
 
7. Stoppage of discharged waste water into Drains:- 

 
Municipal Corporation, Chandigarh and Engineering Department, 

Chandigarh Administration are directed to submit action plan by 31st  
October, 2018 regarding stoppage of all the points/non-point sources 
in the drains - Action to be taken by Municipal Corporation, 

Chandigarh and Engineering Department, Chandigarh 
Administration. 

 

 



6. Water Quality of River Ghaggar and all Drains: 
 

Chandigarh Pollution Control Committee has been directed to monitor 
the water quality of river Ghaggar as well as all the drains on monthly 

basis and to submit the status report of water quality of River 
Ghaggar and exit points of Choes/Drains within Chandigarh region - 
Action to be taken by Chandigarh Pollution Control Committee. 

 

7. Compliance verification of Environmental Discharge Norms by 
the  Industries prescribed under Water (Prevention & Control of 
Pollution),  Act, 1974 and E(P) Act, 1986:- 

 
Routine and Surprise inspections of all the industries located in U.T., 

Chandigarh shall be conducted immediately and list of industries 
which are complying and non-complying to the Environmental laws 
shall be submitted to the Committee within one Month. The reports 

should be prepared and submitted as per the format to be provided by 
Executing Committee member Sh. J. Chandra Babu - Action to be 
taken by Chandigarh Pollution Control Committee. 

 
8. Nomination of Officer’s for Inspection of Executing Committee:- 

 
As desired by the Committee, Chandigarh Pollution Control 
Committee will nominate one Officer for inspections of industries by 

Executing Committee- Action to be taken by Chandigarh Pollution 
Control Committee. 

 

9. Solid Waste Management:- 
Municipal Corporation, Chandigarh will submit Action Taken Report 

and Action Plan w.r.t. Solid Waste Management and Plastic Waste by 
31st October, 2018 to the Executing Committee and Municipal 
Corporation, Chandigarh should nominate Nodal Officer for Solid 

Waste Management - Action to be taken by Municipal Corporation, 
Chandigarh.  

 

10  Hazardous Waste Management:- 
 

Chandigarh Pollution Control Committee has been directed to provide 
the Nos. of hazardous waste generating units and their method of 

disposal - Action to be taken by Chandigarh Pollution Control 
Committee. 

 

 

11 Bio-Medical Waste Management:- 
 

Chandigarh Pollution Control Committee has been directed to ensure 
issuance of authorization to all the HCFs irrespective of quantum of 
bio-medical waste generation and also ensure closure of all the HCFs 

which have not obtained authorization from CPCC within a month. 
CPCC also been directed to ensure implementation of the Bar Code 



System as per guidelines of CPCB to check the pilferage of Bio-Medical 
Waste at early date.  

 
As regards to the commissioning of new Common Bio-Medical Waste 

Treatment Facility (CBWTF) in industrial area in Chandigarh, the 
proponent is required to submit time bound action plan within a week 
to the executing committee for commissioning of the new CBWTF in 

Chandigarh by 31.03.2018, failing which consent to establishment 
should be withdrawn by the CPCC - Action to be taken by 
Chandigarh Pollution Control Committee.  

 

12 Organization of Health Camps:-     

Health Department, U.T., Chandigarh is directed to organize Health 
Camps in the areas surrounding the drains and will inform the dates 
of camps to Justice Pritam Pal, Chairman, Executing Committee, so 

that he  can also join the same - Action to be taken by Health 
Department. 

 
Shri J.Chandra Babu, Member, Executing Committee requested all the 
concerned to prepare action plans keeping in view that no drain carries and 

discharges untreated wastewater into River Ghaggar.  He also requested all 
the concerned authorities for inclusion of action plans for utilization of 

treated sewage for construction activities, gardening and washing purposes 
whichever is feasible. Further, action plans also should include trainings 
and awareness on operation and maintenance of STPs to the STP operators 

as well as all the supervisors of STPs. While preparing the action plans 
‘content’ suggested in II Meeting of the Executing Committee be followed by 
all the concerned departments. 
  

In addition to the above, the Hon'ble Chairman, Executing Committee has 

directed that each Department shall identify a Nodal Officer and the contact 
details of the Nodal Officer as well as the Head of Department to provided to 
the Executing Committee and Central Pollution Control Board by 31st 

October, 2018. Each Nodal Officer will submit the progress report 

fortnightly.  He also urged that actions taken along with progress report 

shall be submitted to CPCB and also to the Executing Committee to apprise 

the Hon'ble NGT periodically in compliance to the Hon'ble NGT order dated 
07.08.2018. 

 
The meeting ended with vote of thanks to the Chair. 
 

--  OO  --   



ANNEXURE – I 
List of Participants 

Sr. 
No. 

Name, Designation & Department 

1.  Hon’ble Justice Pritam Pal (Retd.), Chairman, Executive Committee. 

2.  Sh. J.Chandra Babu, Scientist, CPCB and Member, Executive Committee 

3.  Dr. Vimal K. Hatwal, Jt. Director, MoEF&CC, and Member, Executive 
Committee 

4.  Sh. Amarinder Sharma, Chief Judicial Magistrate, Secretary, DLSA, UT, 
Chandigarh. 

5.  Sh. Ajit Balaji Joshi, DC, Chandigarh. 

6.  Sh. Debendra Dalai, IFS, Director Environment, Chandigarh. 

7.  Sh. Pawan Kumar, DSP, Crime Branch, Chandigarh. 

8.  Dr. G. Dewan, Director Health Services, Chandigarh. 

9.  Dr. Parmjit Singh, DMS, GMSH-16, Chandigarh. 

10.  Sh. Suresh Kumar Gill, Ex. Engg., Municipal Corporation, Chandigarh. 

11.  Sh. Rajinder Singh Ahluwalia, SE (PH) U.T., Chandigarh. 

12.  Sh. Kamal Kishore, EE (PH). Divn. No. 3, U.T., Chd. 

13.  Sh. Sandeep Himalayan, Project Manager, TSDF, Nimbuan 

14.  Sh. S.S. Malhotra, Alliance Envirocare Pvt. Ltd. 

15.  Sh. Harish Saini, EE, (PH), MC, Chandigarh. 

16.  Sh. Rajbir Singh, SDE (PH), MC, Chandigarh. 

17.  Sh. Vivek Pandey, Scientist ` B' , CPCC, Chandigarh. 

18.  Sh. Sushil Dogra, Scientist ` B' , CPCC, Chandigarh. 

19.  Ms. Rhythm Aggawal, AEE, CPCC, Chandigarh. 
 
  



Annexure-II 
 

Proposed Action Plans Submitted by Engineering Department, 

Chandigarh Administration and Municipal Corporation, Chandigarh 

Sr. 
No.  

Point  Status  Action taken 
by MC/Chd. 
Admn.  

Proposed 
Action Plan 

1  Kishangarh 
Outlet  

There is sewage 
water discharge from 
the outlet.  

As a short term 
measure 
proposal has 
been submitted 
to lift the waste 
water and 

connect it with 
sewerage line  

STP has been 
proposed to 
treat the waste 
water  

2  Outlet of Village 
Kishangarh 
inside Forest 
Nursery  

There is sewage 
water discharge from 
the outlet.  

3  Outlet of 
Shastri Nagar  

There is sewage 
water discharge.  Sump has already 

been created   

Sewage water will 
be pumped to the 
sewer line.  

4  First outlet of 
Bapu Dham 
near bridge on 
the road 
connecting IT 
park with 
Sector 26, 
Chandigarh  

There is sewage 
water discharge at 
first outlet of Bapu 
Dham near bridge on 
the road connecting 
IT Park  

-  

The leakage of 
T.T. Water flowing 
in the Sukhna 
Choe which will 
be tapped after 
detecting the 
leakage points by 
15.11.2018.  

5  Second outlet of 
Bapu Dham 
Colony (Known 
as Madrasi 
Colony)  

There is sewage 
water discharge at 
second outlet of 
Bapu Dham colony  

-  

The slum 
developers have 
constructed their 
toilets on the 
existing CBD. 
Matter has now 
been taken up 
with Estate Office, 

U.T. Chandigarh 
for removal of 
encroachment on 
the CBD at Bapu 
Dham Colony, so 
that flow coming 
into Choe may be 
plugged.  

6  Outlet from 
back of 
Gaushala, 
Industrial Area, 
Phase-I, Chd.  

There is substantial 
sewage discharge 
from back of 
Gaushala, Industrial 
Area, Phase-I, Chd.  

No reply received.  -  



7  Outlet near CTU 
workshop 
Industrial Area, 
Phase-I, Chd. 
(Inside Forest 
Area)  

There is sewage 
discharge at the 
outlet near CTU 
workshop.  

The notice has 
been served to the 
General Manager, 
CTU Workshop 
for plugging & 
diverting the 
waste water.  

The waste water is 
coming in the 
Sukhna Choe 
from the CTU 
workshop after 
washing of 
vehicles.  

8  Indl. Area, 
Phase - I, 
Colony No. 4.  

There is discharge 
from many outlets 
from Indl. Area, 
Phase - I, Colony              
No. 4.  

The sump has 
already been 
constructed at 
site and also been 
connected to the 
main sewer line.  

The remaining 
work for 
connecting waste 
water to sump will 
be done by 
30.11.2018.  

9  Pump House 
operated by 
Municipal 
Corporation 
behind Central 
Poultry 
Development 
Organization, 
Indl. Area, 
Phase - I, 
Chandigarh.  

In case of Non-
operation of pump, 
waste water directly 
goes to Sukhna Choe 
on regular basis.  

The needful has 
been done 
regarding 
deploying of one 
more operators 
for running the 
sump and the log 
book at site is 
maintained 
regularly.  

-  

10  Outlet of Village 
Hallomajra  

There is substantial 
sewage discharge 
from the outlet of 
Village Hallomajra.  

 -  

The sewerage 
connections are 
being given to the 
residents of Deep 
Complex with the 
newly laid sewer 
lines are in 
progress and after 
completion of 
each household’s 
connections the 
discharge will be 
stopped.  

11  Village Daria  There is discharge of 
sewage water from 
Village Daria  

Excess sewage of 
unauthorised 
colony in village 
Daria has been 
trapped and put 
in the sump and 
the same is being 
pumped into the 
sewer line.  

 -  
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Minutes of 6th meeting of the Executing Committee held with the concerned  
Departments of Punjab State Government at 11 AM on 15/11/2018 at 
‘Conference Hall, Punjab State Council for Science and Technology, Mahatma 
Gandhi State Institute of Public Administration (MGSIPA) Complex, Sector-
26, Chandigarh’ under the Chairmanship of Hon'ble Justice Pritam Pal, 
Former Judge, Punjab & Haryana Court, for ensuring compliance to the 
Hon'ble NGT order dated 7/8/2018 in matter of OA No. 139 of 2016 titled 
Stench Grips Mansa’s Sacred Ghaggar River (Suo Motu Case) And Yogender 
Kumar. 
 

6th meeting of Executing Committee was held with the officials of Punjab State 

Government at 11 AM on 15.11.2018 under the Chairmanship of Hon'ble Justice Pritam 

Pal, Former Judge, Punjab & Haryana Court for ensuring compliance to the Hon'ble NGT 

order dated 7/8/2018 in matter of OA No. 139 of 2016 titled Stench Grips Mansa’s 

Sacred Ghaggar River (Suo Motu Case) And Yogender Kumar.  The list of Officials, who 

attended the meeting is enclosed as Annexure-I.  

 

At the outset, Sh. Krunesh Garg, Member Secretary, Punjab Pollution Control Board 

(PPCB) welcomed the Chairman and Members of the Executing Committee as well as 

Officials of other Departments of Punjab Government. After a brief introduction of the 

officials present in the meeting, the Hon'ble Chairman of the Executing Committee 

informed that the Executing Committee has visited the whole stretch of River Ghaggar 

recently and observed that the quality of water flowing in River Ghaggar is not of good 

quality and hence, all the stakeholder departments are required to take immediate 

necessary action to improve upon the quality of River Ghaggar. He also highlighted the 

seriousness of the issue and urged officials to perform the duties seriously. He also 

stated that maintaining wholesomeness of the water of River Ghaggar is an auspicious 

work. effective enforcement of provisions of the Water (Prevention & Control of 

Pollution) Act, 1974 on the aspects related to industrial effluent and sewage as well as  

solid waste management. Action must be taken against the violators. He urged all the 

officials of Punjab State Government departments to comply with the orders of Hon'ble 

National Green Tribunal (NGT), Principal Bench, New Delhi in letter and spirit, so that 

there should be visible improvement in the quality of River Ghaggar. The Chairman also 

informed that the law violators should be punished as per the provisions of the Water 

(Prevention & Control of Pollution) Act, 1974. Thereafter, the agenda were discussed 

and the details in this regard are given in the subsequent paras: 

 

1. Additional Secretary, Department of Science, Technology and Environment 

informed that the State Level Task Force and District Level Special Task Forces 

have been constituted by the Govt. on 14/11/2018 and a copy of the same was 

handed over to the Chairman and Members of the Hon'ble the Committee.  
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2. Er. S. S. Matharu, Environmental Engineer, PPCB gave a detailed power point 

presentation on the action taken w.r.to the compliance of decisions of earlier  

meetings of the Executing Committee. The point-wise compliance was presented 

as under: 

 

 A link has been provided on Board’s website i.e. www.ppcb.gov.in at home page 

under the sub head ‘Executing Committee for River Ghaggar’ of the head ‘Focus 

Area’ for uploading the details/ data of the Executing Committee. Proceedings of 

all the five meetings of the Executing Committee have been uploaded on the 

website including the orders dated 7/8/2018 passed by the Hon’ble NGT, draft 

Action Plan, proceedings of the meeting taken by MS, PPCB with various 

stakeholder departments. Also, other activities related to the project are being 

uploaded on the website from time to time.  

 

 PPCB has already identified all the water polluting industries located in the 

catchment area of River Ghaggar. The Board has not allowed any industry to 

discharge its treated/ untreated wastewater into River Ghaggar directly/ 

indirectly. The Board has also identified all the industries located in the 

catchment area of River Ghaggar and a list of the same will shortly be provided 

to the Executing Committee for carrying out random  inspections. 

 

 All the industries located in the catchment of river Ghaggar have installed captive 

effluent treatment plants as under: 

 

 Pharmaceutical units have adopted ZLD based treatment systems.  

 One no. distillery have adopted ZLD based treatment system and the 

second distillery (Patiala Distillers & Manufacturers Ltd.) has although 

installed effluent treatment and is presently utilizing treated wastewater 

onto land for plantation. However, the same is in the process of installing 

ZLD based treatment system which is likely to be commissioned by 

31/12/2018.  

 Both the Paper Board Mills have installed necessary treatment systems to 

re-circulate the entire process.  

 All the electroplating units are getting their effluent lifted to CETP at 

Ludhiana.  

 All the remaining water polluting industries are having their own 

treatment plants and are discharging their treated effluent onto land for 

irrigation.  

 Regarding preparation of Action Plan to Control Pollution in River Ghaggar, a 

meeting was taken by MS, PPCB with all the concerned departments on 

http://www.ppcb.gov.in/
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3/10/2018. Thereafter, the concerned departments have sent their inputs/ 

information. Now, the Board has prepared the draft Action Plan after 

incorporating the inputs/ information of the concerned departments and the 

same has been sent to the Punjab Govt. for its approval.  

 

 The Board has written a letter to the Department of Science, Technology and 

Environment, Chandigarh on 31/10/2018 to take up matter with the Director, 

Health and Family Welfare, Punjab to organize health camps in the habitation 

areas located along the stretch of River Ghaggar.  

 

 The main activities related to Punjab Pollution Control Board as per draft Action 

Plan were explained as under: 

  

3. Er. V.K Garg, Chief Engineer, Punjab Water Supply and Sewerage Board 

submitted the details pertaining to the number of towns falling in the catchment 

area of River Ghaggar, total water consumption, total wastewater generation and 

total no. of STP’s installed in the Towns/ Cities located in the catchment area of 

River Ghaggar. He also informed that at present total 19 STP’s are in operation, 

out of which 15 is being looked after by the Punjab Water Supply & Sewerage 

Board (PWSSB). 9 STPs are under construction and 5 are under planning stage 

with the department. To the query of Shri J.Chandra Babu, Member of Executing 

Committee with regard to installation of Electromagnetic Flow Meters with all the 

tube wells, the Chief Engineer informed that Electromagnetic Flow Meter has not 

been provided on tube wells. He further informed that the quantity of waster 

drawn from tube wells is calculated on the basis of running hours of tube wells/ 

no. of hours pumping of water and the capacity of overhead tanks and also the 

department is not having sufficient funds at present for providing the 

Electromagnetic Flow Meters. The Hon’ble Members of the Committee desired 

Activity Target Date 

Closely monitoring of the industries located in the catchment 
area of River Ghaggar during odd hours. 

Continuous 
activity 

Pursuing of screening plants located at Mubarikpur to devise a 
mechanism for 100% recirculation of the wastewater generated 
from the washing of river bed material. 

31/3/2019 

To ensure installation of ZLD treatment system by                    
M/s Patiala Distillers and Manufactures, Vill. Main, Distt. Patiala  

31/12/2018 

Identification of the new industries discharging their 
wastewater into River Ghaggar. 

Continuous 
activity 

To ensure installation of treatment system in the paper mills as 
per protocol of CPCB for the industries located in Ganga Basin 
so as to achieve fresh water consumption and  wastewater 
discharge to the tune of 15 KL/ Tonne of paper production and 
10 KL/ Tonne of paper production respectively. 

31/3/2019 

Regular monitoring of ETPs installed by the industries falling in 
the catchment area of River Ghaggar. 

Continuous 
activity 

Monitoring of quality of water of River Ghaggar and the drains 
contributing to the river Ghaggar pollution 

Monthly basis 
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that the department should prepare Action Plans which should also include the 

following as given in subsequent paras:-  

a) Installation of Electromagnetic Flow Meters to all the tube wells which are 

used as water supply sources.  

b) Installation of CCTV cameras at the bye-pass system provided at all the 

STPs, which are in operation.   

c) Making provisions for providing holding tank of adequate capacity or standby 

arrangement in the design of STPs, for holding the untreated wastewater for 

at least two days in the event of maintenance of the STP.  

d) For upgradation in the technology of the existing STPs, which are based on 

old technology, if required. 

e) Water quality of  all the tube wells presently supplying water by the Punjab 

Water Supply and Sewerage Board be provided to the Committee.   
 

4. Er. Mandeep Singh, Executive Engineer, Horticulture, GMADA informed that two 

STPs have been installed by GMADA i.e. one at Lalru which is in operation and 

the other is at Dera Bassi, which is ready for commissioning. He assured to send 

data/ information pertaining to the other actions, which are required to be taken 

by the department to control pollution in River Ghaggar, within a week time. 

  

5. Sh. Jaskiran Singh, Director, Department of Rural Development and Panchayats 

informed that there are total 75 villages in District Patiala, 61 villages in District 

Sangrur and 07 in District SAS Nagar, which are discharging their sullage/ 

wastewater in the River Ghaggar. The Gram Panchayats have been dissolved in 

July, 2018 after completion of their 5-years terms. The elections of the Gram 

Panchayat are expected in the month of December, 2018. The project regarding 

finalization of technology for treatment of wastewater of the villages, which are 

discharging their wastewater into River Ghaggar either directly or indirectly is 

being undertaken by Thapar Institute of Engineering and Technology, Patiala 

and once the report is received, the necessary steps will be taken. The members 

of the Committee desired that while deciding the technology to treat the 

wastewater, the advice of Punjab Pollution Control Board may also be taken. 

 

6. Sh. R.P Gupta, Superintending Engineer, Department of Water Supply and 

Sanitation informed that the Department is supplying the drinking water in rural 

areas and there are total 200 tube wells installed by the department in 

catchment areas of River Ghaggar. The analysis of samples of drinking water is 

carried out by them and has found the concentration of Fluoride in the range of 

0.1 to 9 mg/l which is beyond the permissible limits of 1.5 mg/l. The Hon’ble 

Committee members requested to submit the action plan with regard to the 
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measures which must be adopted for providing potable water supply to the 

public residing in the rural areas. 

 

7. Sh. Dharminder Sharma, Chief Conservator of Soil informed that the Department 

is executing the projects for utilization of the treated wastewater from the STPs 

of the various towns and cities across the State. He further informed that there 

are 29 projects have been commissioned, 12 are under progress, 25 projects are 

proposed under the NABARD-RIDF-24, 18 projects are under consideration of 

PWSSB and 31 projects are proposed under PMKSY. He also submitted the 

details in writing during the meeting.   

 

8. Sh. Devinder Singh, Superintending Engineer, Department of Drainage informed 

that the department is maintaining the drains of the State. To the query of Shri 

J.Chandra Babu, Member Executing Committee, he further informed that they   

donot measure the flow in the river/drain in routine, but the flow measurement 

of the water of River Ghaggar is carried out during rainy season.  He also 

informed that the stationary gauges have been installed in the drains for this 

purpose. Hon’ble Members of the Committee, suggested the representative of 

the Department of Drainage for installation of stationary gauge at all the major 

drain outfalls into River Ghaggar and to share the flow details (once in fifteen 

days) with all the concerned departments as well as the Committee. The 

Committee also suggested the Drainage Department for installation of stationary 

gauge in all the drains contributing pollution of river Ghaggar within 3-months 

and also to include in the action plan to be submitted by the department.  

 

9. Sh. Anoop Naggar, Regional Director, CGWA informed that they also monitor the 

water quality of underground water. As per the monitoring carried out by them, 

they have found ‘arsenic and fluoride’ in the groundwater in excess at some 

places. He further informed that they have categorized the whole area under 

four zones i.e. safe zone; semi critical; critical and over exploited as per the 

water extraction activities.  Committee suggested CGWA representatives to 

monitor ground water quality of tube wells or hand pumps in the vicinity of the  

habitation areas located along the stretch of River Ghaggar  and to submit the 

analysis results to the monitoring committee, within  a month.   

 

10. Superintendent of Health and Family Welfare Department could not bring the 

relevant data. Members of the Committee suggested that Department of Health 

& Family Welfare shall prepare health status of public (epidemiological survey) 

along the stretch of River Ghaggar and also to arrange health camps in the 

catchment area of River Ghaggar and submit a detailed report in this regard to 

the Committee.  
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Shri J. Chandra Babu, Member, Executing Committee requested all the concerned to 

prepare action plans keeping in view that no drain should carry and discharge 

untreated sewage/ sullage/ wastewater into River Ghaggar. Action Plan should also 

include trainings especially on operation and maintenance ( O & M) of STPs to all the 

concerned officials (STP operators as well as all the supervisors of STPs).  Upon 

deliberations with the officials of all the stakeholder departments, following decisions 

were taken, as detailed below:- 

 

 Each department shall nominate the Nodal Officer of their department and send 

the contact details of the Nodal Officer as well as the Head of Departments to 

the PPCB. PPCB shall collect the information and submit the same to the 

Executing Committee within a week.  

 All the concerned departments shall prepare detailed action plans with time lines 

as well as financial estimates pertaining to the activities to be performed by them 

for control of pollution in River Ghaggar and submit the same by 15/12/2018. 

 All the department shall submit the Action Taken Report in compliance to the 

order dated 7/8/2018 of Hon'ble NGT by 15/12/2018.  

 Er. S.S. Matharu, EE, Nodal Officer of PPCB shall visit all the STPs, which are in 

operation, in the presence of concerned officer of PWSSB/ GMADA within four 

weeks and shall submit the report to the Executing Committee. The proforma for 

performance assessment of STPs  and submission of the report should be as per 

CPCB format.   

 PPCB will carry out inspections of all the industries falling in the catchment area 

of River Ghaggar. While inspecting the industries, the visiting teams also shall 

collect the ETP outlet as well as ground water samples within the industry or in 

the vicinity of the industry and the reports along with the analysis results should 

be submitted by 15/12/2018. The prescribed format of the inspections ( to be 

provided by Shri J.C.Babu, Member of Executing Committee) must be filled at 

site and sampling protocol be strictly followed for carrying out sampling, by the 

inspecting team.    

 Punjab Water Supply and Sewerage Board shall prepare the detailed action plan 

pertaining to the activities to be performed by the department for control of 

pollution in River Ghaggar and submit the same by 15/12/2018 and shall apply 

for obtaining consent to operate of the PPCB as required under the Water 

(Prevention & Control of Pollution) Act, 1974 for all the STPs.  

 The State Level Special Task Force as well as the District Level Special Task 

Forces to carryout the responsibilities assigned by the Hon’ble NGT and to submit 

the reports periodically to the Executing Committee.  

 

The meeting ended with a vote of thanks to the Chair. 
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******* 

Annexure-I 

List of Participants 

1) Justice Pritam Pal, Chairman, Executing Committee 

2) Sh. J. Chandra Babu, Scientist ‘D’, CPCB and Member, Executive Committee 

3) Dr. Vimal K. Hatwal, Jt. Director, MoEF&CC, and Member, Executive Committee 

4) Capt. Karnail Singh, Additional Secretary, Deptt. of Science, Technology and 

Environment, Chandigarh 

5) Sh. Jaskiran Singh, Director, Deptt. of Rural Development Panchayat 

6) Sh. Krunesh Garg, Member Secretary, Punjab Pollution Control Board, Patiala 

7) Sh. V.K. Garg, Chief Engineer, Punjab Water Supply and Sewerage Board 

8) Sh. Tejinder Kumar, Sr. Envi.Engineer, PPCB, Patiala 

9) Sh. R.P. Gupta, SE, Deptt of Water Supply and Sanitation 

10) Sh. Davinder Singh, SE, Patiala Drainage Circle, Water Resources 

11) Sh. Anoop Nagar, Regional Director, CGWA, Chandigarh  

12) Sh. Dharminder Singh, CCE, Deptt. of Soil and Water Conservation   

13) Sh. S.S. Matharu, Envi. Engineer, PPCB, RO, Patiala 

14) Sh. Harjit Singh, Envi. Engineer, PPCB, RO, Sangrur  

15) Sh. Vijay Kumar, Envi. Engineer, PPCB, Fatehgarh Sahib  

16) Sh. Mandeep Singh, Xen Horticulture, Greater Mohali Area Development Authority 

(GMADA) 

17) Sh. Mahesh Bansal, Estate Officer, GMADA 

18) Sh. J.S. Dhani, Xen, Deptt of Water Supply and Sanitation 

19) Sh. Ravi Pal, Asstt. Envi.Engineer, Punjab Pollution Control Board, Bathinda 

20) Sh. Nishant Garg, AE, Water Resources Department, Patiala Drainage 

21) Sh. M.L. Angurala, Central Ground Water Authority (CGWA), Chandigarh. 

  

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Greater_Mohali_Area_Development_Authority
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Greater_Mohali_Area_Development_Authority
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Minutes of 6th meeting of the Executing Committee held with the concerned 
Departments of Haryana State Government at 3 PM on 15/11/2018 at ‘Conference 
Hall, Punjab State Council for Science and Technology (PSCST), Sector 26, 
Chandigarh’ for ensuring compliance to the Hon’ble NGT Order dated 07.08.2018 
in the matter of OA No. 138 of 2016-Stench Grips the Mansa’s Sacred Ghaggar 
River. 

List of officials attended the meeting is enclosed as annexure 1.  

At the outset, Shri. S Narayanan, Member Secretary, Haryana State Pollution 

Control Board (HSPCB) welcomed the Hon’ble Justice Pritam Pal, Chairman of the 

Executive Committee, Shri J.Chandra Babu and Dr.V.K.Hatwal, members of the 

Executing Committee and other officials from Haryana State Government participated in 

the meeting.  Thereafter he requested Justice Pritam Pal to address the participants. 

Hon’ble Justice Pritam Pal, Chairman while addressing to the participants made a 

reference of the order of Hon’ble NGT passed on 14/11/2018 in the matter of river Sutlej 

and informed that the Hon’ble NGT has imposed a penalty of ₹ 50 Crore on the Punjab 

State Government. He further exhorted that the departments should take concrete steps 

pro-actively in implementing the orders of the Hon’ble NGT in true letter and spirit. 

Thereafter, he requested all the departments to submit the information along with the 

action plan of their departments expeditiously so that the report may be submitted to the 

Hon’ble NGT within the due date. 

After brief introduction by the participated officials, the Hon’ble Chairman desired 

that all the Nodal Officers of the concerned departments of Haryana State Government 

should attend the meetings and apprise the committee on the proposed action plan for 

control of pollution in river Ghaggar and laxity will be viewed seriously. Thereafter, he 

requested the individual departments to present their action taken report.  

The presentation on behalf of HSPCB was given by Sh. Vinay Gautam, Regional 

Officer, Jind Region. Other departments such as Public Health Engineering Department, 

HSIIDC, Irrigation Department as well as Health Department have also presented their 

status report before the executing committee. 

After due deliberations, following decisions were taken in the afore-said meeting 

as detailed below:- 

1. HSPCB shall carry out 30% Sector -wise inspection of all the industries located in 

the catchment of river Ghaggar. The inspection reports along with the analysis 

results of the samples collected during the inspections should be prepared duly 

signed and submitted as per the format to be circulated by      Shri J Chandra 

Babu, Member of the Executive Committee. The inspection teams shall also do 

videography and shall collect the samples from outlet of ETP as well as ground 

water samples within or in the vicinity of the industry and shall submit the factual 

report to the Executing Committee before 15.12.2018. Thereafter, the Executing 

Committee will also make surprise inspections of 10 % of the industries inspected 

by the HSPCB teams and if there is any variation found then concerned officers 

will face serious actions. 

 

2. HSPCB shall also collect the ground water samples from 5 locations (Panchkula) 

from the municipal solid waste dumping site of municipal corporation and shall get 

analyse the samples in HSPCB Laboratory for relevant parameters and submit the 

analysis report to the Executing Committee.  

 

3. The Regional Officers Panchkula/Jind/Hisar of HSPCB shall collect the fresh 

ground water samples in the catchment of River Ghaggar following the standard 

protocol and analysis results (for parameters such as sulphates, fluoride, TSS, 
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heavy metals such as Chromium, Cadmium, Copper, Lead, Nickel, Zinc, Arsenic, 

Mercury, Iron )   be submitted to Executing Committee. 

 

4. The Regional Officers Panchkula/Jind/Hisar of HSPCB shall collect the samples of 

all the drains contributing to pollution of river Ghaggar as well as river Ghaggar 

samples, on monthly basis and shall submit the analysis results to the Executing 

Committee.  

 

5. HSPCB shall also submit the details of each industry located in the catchment of 

River Ghaggar alongwith the details such as water consumption, wastewater 

generation, captive ETP, compliance status of ETP, quality of waste water before 

its discharge into drain/STP/CETP, final mode of  discharge, consent/authorization 

status and other relevant details by the concerned departments as per the format 

already suggested by Executing Committee and shall submit the same to the 

Executing Committee by December 15, 2018.  

 

6. HPPCB also shall carryout performance evaluation of all the STPs/CETPs located 

in the state of Haryana and reports of all the STPs/CETPs as per the format of 

CPCB by December 15, 2018. 

 

7. HPPCB shall submit the information as per the letter of Executing Committee i.e., 

status  of compliance by the industry, water quality of river Ghaggar, 

characteristics of all the drains contributing to river Ghaggar pollution, any 

difference observed when compared to the last year, action taken against the 

violating industries, on or before 21.11.2018 to the Executing Committee. 

 

8. All the State Departments of Haryana State  including Haryana State Pollution 

Control Board shall submit their action plans keeping in view the control of 

Ghaggar river pollution  in light of the content already provided by the executing 

committee, by 15.12.2018 to the Executing Committee. 

 

9. HPPCB shall ensure all the concerned departments of Haryana State ( i.e. Head of 

the respective Department and the Nodal Officer) will attend the meetings and 

apprise the committee about their action plans within the due date failing which the 

department heads will be made responsible for violation of Hon’ble NGT orders 

dated 07.08.2018. 

 

10. The Executing Committee observed that the screening units located in the 

Chandimandir area or in the jurisdiction of the Haryana State in the catchment 

area of River Ghaggar are causing turbidity and colour in the river Ghaggar and 

such units be assessed w.r.to the  existing waste water treatment system, within 

ten days and apprise the executing Committee. Also, HPPCB shall take action 

against the screening plants, if required. 

 

11. HPPCB also shall take action against the industries located in catchment of River 

Ghaggar which have neither installed captive Effluent Treatment Plant (ETP) nor a 

member of Common Effluent Treatment Plant (CETP) or in operation without 

obtaining requisite consents or authorization. 

 

12. HPPCB shall request the District Level Special Task Forces (DLSTF) for carrying 

out the tasks as assigned by the Hon’ble NGT and for submission of the monthly 

reports to State Level Special Task Force (SLSTF) and also a copy to the 

Executing Committee.  
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13. The Regional Officer, HSPCB Hisar will pursue the matter personally with the Ld. 

District Judge, Sirsa for nominating person in the District level Special Task Force 

and will submit the report to the Committee within 02 days. 

 

14. The Irrigation Department shall provide gauges in all the major drain outfalls 

leading to River Ghaggar within a month to measure the flow and shall  submit 

flow measurement reports to the HSPCB and PHED, other concerned 

departments as well as apprise the Executing Committee  in the next meeting. 

 

15. STPs operated by the different department should ensure OCEMS at the out let of 

STPs, flow measuring devices provision at the bye-pass arrangements as well as 

adequate holding tank provision for storage of untreated sewage in the event of 

maintenance of the STPs. If such provision is not available, all the concerned 

departments shall include  such provision in the proposed action plan. 

 

16. The Urban Local Bodies department will submit the status of municipal solid waste 

in the catchment of River Ghaggar by 21.11.2018 to the HSPCB. 

 

17. The Urban Local Bodies department shall submit the status of STPs installed 

under ‘Amrut Scheme’ in the catchment of River Ghaggar by 21.11.2018 to the 

HSPCB. 

 

18. Also, the PHED will ensure that their web cameras are operational at all the STPs.  

 

19. The Health department shall submit the report of health camps in the villages 

located in catchment of River Ghaggar organized by NHRM/Health Department 

from 07.08.2018 to till date to HSPCB by 21.11.2018. Also, the Health department 

shall carry out the epidemiology profile of public living in villages/towns/cities in the 

catchment of river Ghaggar and shall submit the report at the earliest possible 

along with proposed action plan for remedial actions. If funds are required for such 

purpose, Health Department may submit the proposal to HSPCB for providing 

financial support if required.  

 

20. The Health department shall submit the action plan with time lines as per 

directions of Hon’ble NGT to the executing committee by 15.12.2018.  HSPCB was 

suggested by the executing committee to co-ordinate with all the concerned 

departments for collection of the action plans and the compiled action plan as per 

the content suggested by executing committee be submitted by December 15, 

2018. 

It was exhorted by the Hon’ble Chairman of the Executing Committee and the 

members of the committee that all the concerned Haryana State departments to 

analyse the scenario, identify the problems or gaps, prepare and submit their 

action plans in compliance to the Hon’ble NGT Order mentioning concrete steps 

with time lines to HSPCB and thereafter HSPCB shall compile and submit the 

action plans with time lines to the Executing Committee by                    December 

15, 2018.  

 The meeting ended with a vote of thanks to the Chair.  

 

--  OO  -- 
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Annexure-I 

List of Participants 

S.No. Name and Designation, Department 

 

Mobile No. E-mail 

1 Justice Pritampal Chairman  cecghaggar@gmail.com 

2 Shri J.Chandra Babu, Sc ‘D’, and 

Member 

9868278903 jcb.cpcb@nic.in 

3 Dr.VK Hatwal, JD, MoEF & CC and 

Member 

9464122468 vk.hatwal@govt.in 

4 Shri S.Narayanan MS,HSPCB 9418455298 hspcbms@gmail.com 

5 Shri T.P.Singh, SE, PHED 9914390730 ccurban@phed haryana.govt.in 

6 Shri Ranbir Singh, SDE,USB 9466990008 sde2dulb@g.mail.com 

7 Shri Phool Singh Nain 9467007161 cebws@gmail.com 

8 Shri Parshant Kumar, XEN Irrigation 9996532800 kumarparshant1977@gmail.com 

9 Shri Vinay Gautam, RO, HSPCB,Jind 8360919485 hspcbro@gmail.com 

10 Shri N.K.Payal, XEN,HSVP 9914683874 cehqsvp@gmail.com 

11 Shri Aparnesh Kumar, Sc ‘B’,  

HSPCB, Hisar 

9812287551 hspcbrohr@gmail.com 

12 Shri R.K.Bhonsle, RO,  

HSPCB, Panchkula 

94 66117500 rspcbropkl@gmail.com 

13 Shri P.K.Garg Addl GM(IA) HSIIDC 8558829204 pkgarg hsiidc@ gmail.com 

14 Shri Kamaljit Singh, AEE, HSPCB 9467626808 hspcbropkl@gmail.com 

15 Dr. Vandna Gupta, DHS 9814405232 vandna gupta42@gmail.com 

16 Shri Raj Kumar 9416114061 hspcbwatercell@gmail.com 
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Minutes of 7thmeeting of the Executing Committee held with the Nodal 
Officers of Pollution Control Boards of Punjab, Haryana, Himachal Pradesh 
and Chandigarh to discuss over the progress reports and result of water 
samples analysed during the period from 1st September, 2018 to till 30th 
November, 2018 in respect of Ghaggar River and its tributaries over drains at 
4th Floor, Tower No.5, Forest Complex, Sector 68, Mohali under the 
Chairmanship of Hon'ble Justice Pritam Pal, Former Judge, Punjab & Haryana 
Court, for ensuring compliance to the Hon'ble NGT order dated 7/8/2018 in 
matter of OA No. 139 of 2016 titled Stench Grips Mansa’s Sacred Ghaggar 
River (SuoMotu Case) And Yogender Kumar. 
 
 

7thmeeting of Executing Committee was held with the Nodal officers of Pollution Control 

Boards of Punjab, Haryana, Himachal Pradesh and Chandigarh at 11 AM on 6.12.2018 

under the Chairmanship of Hon'ble Justice Pritam Pal, Former Judge, Punjab & Haryana 

Court for ensuring compliance to the Hon'ble NGT order dated 7/8/2018 in matter of OA 

No. 139 of 2016 titled Stench Grips Mansa’s Sacred Ghaggar River (Suo Motu Case) And 

Yogender Kumar. The list of Officials, who attended the meeting is enclosed as 

Annexure-I.  

 

 

1. HIMACHAL PRADESH 

a. Nodal Officer, Himachal Pradesh informed that there are following two water 

polluted nalas which ultimately merged in Ghaggar River: 

(i) Sukhna Nallah 

(ii) Jattan Wala Nala (Kala Amb) 

b. Reports are not being submitted by the District level task forces, as per NGT 

orders 7/8/2018. 

c. Hon'ble Chairman and other members of the Executing Committee observed 

discharge of untreated wastewater from an apple factory into the Sukhna 

Nala during their recent visit to Parwanoo Industrial area. Assistant 

Environmental Engineer (AEE), HP-PCB, Regional Office Parwanoo, who was 

accompanying with Hon'ble Chairman, assured during the visit that action 

will be taken against this industry. AEE further informed that the Closer was 

given to the unit; however, no action was initiated by the Head Office so far. 

AEE further added that verbal assurance has been given by the industry to 

improve the ETP and that they will not discharge any polluted water in 

Sukhna Nala, in future. 

d. Further Nodal Officer apprised the committee by following information on 

source of Ghaggar River pollution in Himachal Pradesh. 
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Source of Pollution 

Sukhana Nallah, Parwanoo, District 

Solan 

Jattan Wala Nala, Kala Amb, 

Disstt. Sirmour at Nahan 

Action Taken (August to Nov) Action Taken (August to Nov) 

1. During this period, notices 

(directions) to 8 industrial units were 

issued. None of the industrial unit 

was prosecuted. 

2. Seven electroplating units were 

inspected, 3 were complying with ZLD 

and remaining will comply ZLD by 

31.12.2018. 

3. Sixteen Septic Tanks managed by the 

Himachal Pradesh Housing and Urban 

Development Authority were 

inspected and 6 were found non-

functional. 

4. Fine of Rs.5000/- was imposed upon 

five industrial units for improper solid 

waste management. 

1. Two meetings of District Level 

Task Force were held. 

2. There are total 90 water 

polluted Units in this area. 

3. Inspection of 54 industrial units 

was done. Out of which 50 

samples were taken and result 

of 15 units are out.   

4. Result of 2 industrial units was 

found beyond the permissible 

limits. 

5. Health Camps at Kala Amb 

6. No Prosecution so far. 

7. Twenty two drinking water 

samples of catchment area were 

taken and all parameters were 

found the within the permissible 

limits. 

 

2. HARYANA 

[a] Nodal Officer, Haryana informed the Committee that total 63 water polluting 

industries were inspected from August to November. 

[b] Nodal Officer further apprised the committee that the closer notices has been 

issued to 16 industries; however no prosecution has been initiated so far.  

[c] Further, Nodal Officer shared following status of water quality at eight points 

fall under the jurisdiction of HSPCB:   

1. Sector 28 Panchkula STP Panchkula Area discharge – Quality degraded 

2. ShukhnaChoe Quality degraded 

3. Ghail Drain, Ambala Minor improvement 

4. Markanda, Ambala Distt. Discharge of Ambala city only  

5. Sagar Para Drain 

(Saraswati) 

Discharge of Kurukshetra, Shahbad and Pehva. 

6. Kaithal Drain Khinouri (Punjab) merged with Ghaggar 

7. Ratia (Fatehabad) Discharge of Ratia 

8. Sirsa Not Given 



Page 3 of 4 
 

 

[d] Further, Nodal Officer assured that all STPs, CTPs will have online checkup 

monitoring system in near future.  

 

3. PUNJAB 

[a] Nodal Officer, Punjab informed the Committee that neither any closure was 

issued nor any prosecution was initiated by the PPCB from August to 

November.  

[b] Further, it was informed that no health campus has been organized in the 

Catchment area of the Ghaggar so far. 

[c] Nodal Officer shared following information on source of pollution in Ghaggar 

River from the Punjab State.  

1.  Mohali 1.Dhabi Nalah 

2. Derabassi 

3. JharmalChoe 

2.  Derabassi At some points, polluted water directly discharged in 

Ghaggar River.  

3.  Patiala 1. Basoli (25 dhara) 

2. Dhakansu 

3. Patiala Nadi 

4.  Sangrur 1. Jambuwalachoe (Sangrur Distt.) 

2. Khnouri town 

3. Moonak town 

5.  Mansa 1. Lehraagaga 

2. Sardoolgarh 

 

4. CHANDIGARH 

[a]  Nodal Officer, Chandigarh informed the Committee that there were two 

main sources of pollution from Chandigarh Side:  

i. Sukhna Choe 

ii. N Choe (Attawachoe) 

[b] One industrial unit was closed due to without ETP discharge. 

 

 

5. Representative of all the states raised their concern for the functioning of the 

district level task forces. However, Hon’ble Chairman assured that the matter will 

be taken up with the concerned department in near future.  

6. Committee desired to submit a detailed report of the work, time bond action taken 

report with the water quality results showing before and after execution of the 

Hon’ble NGT orders. 

 

The meeting ended with a vote of thanks to the Chair. 
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List of persons who attended meeting on 6.12.2018 

 

1. Justice Pritam Pal, Chairman, Executive Committee (Ghaggar River) 

2. Dr. V.K. Hatwal, Member, Executive Committee (Ghaggar River) 

3. Sh. Tejinder Singh, Nodal Officer, Punjab Pollution Control Board 

4. Sh. S.K. Shandil, Nodal Officer, Himachal Pradesh Pollution Control Board 

5. Sh. Shharawan Kumar, Sr. Environmental Engg. Paonta Sahib, Distt. Sirmour 

6. Sh. Lalit Kumar, Himachal Pradesh Pollution Control Board.  

7. Sh. J.P. Singh, Nodal Officer, Haryana Pollution Control Board, Panckula 

8. Sh. Vivek Pandey, Nodal Officer, Chandigarh Pollution Control Committee 



 

 

Minutes of 8th meeting of the Executing Committee held at 11 AM on 22/12/2018 at 
‘Conference Hall, Punjab State Council for Science and Technology, Mahatma 
Gandhi State Institute of Public Administration (MGSIPA) Complex, Sector-26, 
Chandigarh’ under the Chairmanship of Hon'ble Justice Pritam Pal, Former Judge, 
Punjab & Haryana Court, for ensuring compliance to the Hon'ble NGT order dated 
7/8/2018 in the matter of OA No. 139 of 2016 titled as Stench Grips Mansa’s Sacred 
Ghaggar River (Suo Motu Case) And Yogender Kumar. 
 
8th meeting of Executing Committee was held with the Departments of Punjab State 
Government, Haryana State Government, Chandigarh UT Administration and Himachal 
Pradesh State Government on 22.12.2018 under the Chairmanship of Hon'ble Justice Pritam 
Pal, Former Judge, Punjab & Haryana Court for ensuring compliance of the Hon'ble NGT 
order dated 7/8/2018 in the matter of OA No. 139 of 2016 titled Stench Grips Mansa’s Sacred 
Ghaggar River (Suo Motu Case) And Yogender Kumar. The list of Officials, who attended the 
meeting is enclosed as Annexure-I.  
 
At the outset, Sh. Pawan Garg, Member Secretary, Punjab Pollution Control Board (PPCB) 
welcomed the Chairman and Members of the Executing Committee as well as Officials. After 
a brief introduction of the officials, Hon'ble Chairman of the Executing Committee has 
apprised the officers regarding the discussions took place in the meeting held with the 
Chairperson of the Hon'ble NGT at Delhi on 12th December, 2018. He also highlighted the 
seriousness of the issue and urged all the officials to comply with the orders of Hon'ble 
National Green Tribunal (NGT), Principal Bench, New Delhi in letter and spirit, so that there 
should be visible improvement in the quality of River Ghaggar. The Chairman also informed 
that the law violators should be punished as per the provisions of the Water (Prevention & 
Control of Pollution) Act, 1974 and also requested all the State departments for uploading of 
information regarding monthly action taken reports on the website of the concerned 
Departments of Environment and State Pollution Control Boards. Thereafter, he requested 
the officials to make power point presentations on the actions taken as detailed in the 
subsequent paras: -  
 
A. Presentations by Departments of Punjab State Government: - 
 
1) Punjab Pollution Control Board: - 
 

Er. S. S. Matharu, Environmental Engineer and Nodal Officer, PPCB gave a power 
point presentation on the action taken w.r.to the compliance of decisions of earlier 
meetings of the Executing Committee and actions taken in compliance to the 
directions passed by the Hon’ble NGT on 7.8.2018, as detailed below:- 

 

(i) Website:- A link has been provided on Board’s website i.e. www.ppcb.gov.in 
at home page under the sub head ‘Executing Committee for River Ghaggar’ of 
the head ‘Focus Area’ for uploading the activities relating to the actions taken 
by PPCB as well as Executing Committee.  

 

(ii) Inspection of industries for verification of compliance to the discharge 
norms:-PPCB has already identified 48 major water polluting industries (Dera 
Bassi 41 and Patiala 07), located in the catchment area of river Ghaggar. 28 

http://www.ppcb.gov.in/


 

 

Out of 48 industries located in the catchment area of River Ghaggar have been 
visited. 10 Units are lying closed either on their own or by the order passed by 
Hon’ble NGT.  02 units are being visited fortnightly as per the orders of Hon’ble 
NGT and remaining 8 units are being visited by PPCB officials.  

 

(iii) Monitoring of water quality of River Ghaggar.:- PPCB officials have 
informed that monthly monitoring of water of river Ghaggar is being carried out 
at 14 no. of locations namely Mubarikpur, Bhankarpur, Chhatbir, U/s Jharmal, 
D/s Charmal, U/s Dhakanshu , D/s Dhakanshu, Rattanheri, U/s Sagar Para 
Drain, D/s Sagar Para Drain, Khanauri, Moonak, U/s Sardulgarh, D/s 
Sardulgarh. The analysis results of water quality of river Ghaggar  for the 
months of October, 2017 and August to November 2018 reveals that the 
Ghggar river water quality w.r.to the BOD and DO is not complying with  the 
water :quality criteria at all the monitoring points except at one location.   

 

(iv) Ground water samples analysis results:- The Board carries out ground 
water sampling only at four locations i.e., (i) piezometer installed  near Ash 
Dyke of M/s Nabha Power Limited, Village Nelas, Rajpura; (ii) submersible 
pump installed in the premises of the temple at Village Rasauli, District Patiala; 
(iii) hand pump (80’ deep) installed at the vacant plot of Shri Prem Singh, near 
Dashmesh Dental Clinic, Village Bhankharpur, Tehsil Dera Bassi, Distt. SAS 
Nagar; (iv) hand pump installed near Lala Wala Peer, Lalru, Tehsil Dera Bassi, 
Distt. SAS Nagar.  Apart from the four samples, in compliance to the 
recommendations of the executing committee, PPCB also collected ground 
water samples from tubewell installed in the premises of Govt. School along 
Mansa- Sirsa Road, Sardulgarh and near the RO Plant installed along Mansa- 
Sirsa Road, Sardulgarh. Besides above, the ground water sampling has also 
been carried out inside/ outside the industrial premises of the industries, which 
are located in the catchment area of river Ghaggar, by the officers of the Board 
during the month of November and December, 2018. The analysis results are 
still awaited and same will be incorporated in the action plan. 

 

(v) Installation of OCEMS by the industries:- All the paper mills have been 
asked to follow the protocol framed by CPCB for installation of treatment 
system in the paper mills as per protocol of CPCB for the industries located in 
Ganga Basin so as to achieve fresh water consumption and  wastewater 
discharge to the tune of 15 KL/ Tonne of paper produced and 10 KL/ Tonne of 
paper produced respectively. 

 

(vi) District Level Special Task Forces:- Meetings of District SAS Nagar, Patiala, 
Sangrur and Mansa have already been held and the Deptt. of Health and 
Family Welfare has been asked to organize health check up camps of the 
inhabitants in the catchment area of river Ghaggar. The activities carried out 
by the Department of Health and Family Welfare will be incorporated in the 
Action Plan. 

 

(vii) Monitoring of STPs: PPCB has carried out monitoring of STPs i.e., (i)  STP 
of 17.3 MLD capacity at Zirakpur, Distt. SAS Nagar; (ii) STP of 45 MLD capacity 

 



 

 

at Mohali; (iii) STP of 4 MLD capacity at Banur; (iv) STP of  46 MLD capacity 
at village Shermajra, Patiala ; (v) STP of 13 MLD capacity at PUDA, Patiala; 
(vi) STP of 4 MLD capacity at Patran; (vi) STP of 10 MLD capacity at Samana 
on 8.12.2018 – STP was not in operation; (vii) STP of 3 MLD capacity at 
Khanauri; (viii) STP of 3 MLD capacity at Moonak on 9.12.2018 – STP was not 
in operation; (ix) STP of 4 MLD capacity at Lehragagga; (x) STP of 8 MLD 
capacity at Sunam; (xi) STP of 1.5 MLD capacity at Lalru; (xii) STP of 7 MLD 
capacity at Rajpura; (xiii) STP of 3 MLD capacity for Bhikhi  town; (xiv) STP of 
4 MLD capacity for Sardulgarh; (xv) STP of 25 MLD capacity for Mandi 
Gobindgarh. Shri Matharu also apprised the committee that the sludge 
samples were collected from 7 no. of STPs, which were sent to PBTI for 
analysis. The said analysis results are awaited.  He further informed that as 
soon as the results are  received, the same will be compared with the 
specifications for compost quality as given in the Schedule II of the Solid Waste 
Management Rules, 2016 and to check whether it is fit for use of manure or 
not.  

 
Presentation by Punjab Water Supply and Sewerage Board:-    

 
Er. Lata Chauhan, Executive Engineer, Punjab Water Supply and Sewerage Board 
presented the power point presentation on the proposed actions related to their 
department.  She informed to the committee members that present tentative 
population of 39 towns which fall on the catchment area of river Ghaggar is 2364799 
(Year 2018) & sewage generation is 283 MLD. In 39 towns, there are 19 STPs with 
capacity 228 MLD commissioned and in operation, 9 STPs (capacity 37 MLD) are 
under construction and 20 new STPs ( with capacity 62 MLD) are proposed, 1 STP (3 
MLD) is not tied up from any sources and 5 towns (18 MLD sewage generation) there 
is no sewerage system. Presently, 2 STPs ( of capacity 56 MLD) are under the control 
of MC, Patiala, 1 STP ( 45.4 MLD capacity) is under the control of GMADA and 16 
STPs ( of capacity 21 MLD) are under the control of PWS & SB. Out of 16, STPs at 
Khanauri ( 3 MLD), Lehragagga( 4 MLD), Moonak (3 MLD), Patran ( 4 MLD) & Rajpura 
( 7 MLD) are under stabilization. The proposed time frame for STPs under progress is 
in the order of 6 months to one year. .She also informed that out of 16 STPs under 
PWSSB, treated water will be used for irrigation purpose by Department of Water & 
Soil Conservation. As regards to the installation of Electromagnetic, Flow Meters to all 
the tube wells which are used as water supply source, there are 39 towns in the 
catchment area of Ghaggar River, out of which 19 towns which are having 
approximately 99 installations where O&M of water supply is with PWSSB and cost of 
each electronic flow meter is approximately Rs. 55,000/-. Therefore approximate 
expenditure shall be Rs 54.45 Lacs. With regard to the provisions for providing holding 
tank of adequate capacity or standby arrangement in the design of STPs, for holding 
the untreated wastewater for at least two days in the event of maintenance of the STP, 
she informed that the CPHEEO Manual does not have provision for this purpose. As 
regards to the upgradation of the technology in the existing STPs, all the existing STPs 
which came to operation prior to 16.08.2016 yet to be upgraded to achieve newly 
notified standards requires funds amounting to Rs. 53.45 Crore.   
 



 

 

After deliberations and discussions with Shri R.K.Verma, Principal Secretary, Deptt of 
Science Technology & Environment, Punjab State Government, following decisions 
were taken by the Monitoring Committee, as follows:- 
 
(i) Punjab State Government to take action to smoothen the flow of the funds so 

that the operation of the STP should not be hampered by way of adopting 
suitable mechanism.  
 

(ii) District Level Special Task Forces are required to perform the tasks (conduct 
inspection of the industries on fortnightly basis and submit its report as per the 
proforma of PPCB to the State Level Special Task Force-SLSTF) in compliance 
to the Hon’ble NGT order dated 07.08.2018. SLSTF shall submit first quarter 
report to CPCB within a week. 
 

(iii) Department of Health & Family Welfare, Department of Local Govt., PSIEC, 
GMADA, Department of Rural Development & Panchayat and Deptt. of 
Irrigation (Drainage) have not yet nominated their Nodal Officer so far and the 
head of their department shall ensure that the nodal officer shall be nominated, 
immediately and intimation in this regard shall be given in writing to the PPCB 
through email id eenodal@yahoo.in, as well as Shri J.C.Babu, Member, 
Executing Committee i.e., jcb.cpcb@nic.in.   
 

(iv) PPCB will carry out inspections of all the remaining 8 industries falling in the 
catchment area of River Ghaggar, within next two days. 
 

(v) PWSSB / GMADA shall provide Online Continuous Monitoring System (OCMS) 
at the final outlet of all the STPS for getting real time data of treated wastewater 
and necessary measures be taken to ensure that no untreated wastewater is 
being discharged/ bye passed.   
 

(vi) PPCB shall collect the ground water sample of Sardulgarh area on monthly 
basis and shall compare the results with the previous analysis results to 
ascertain the effect on the ground water quality of the area due to pollution in 
River Ghaggar. 
 

(vii) PPCB shall initiate action under the provisions of the Water Act, 1974 against 
all the defaulting STPs, which were not in operation. 
 

(viii) PWSSB shall ensure that the contract of the operator of the STP must be 
extended before the expiry of the previous contract and in case the contract is 
not executed with the existing Operator, the PWSSB will be responsible to 
operate the STP properly and effectively so as to ensure compliance of 
environmental standards. However, at any time and for any reason, operation 
of STPs should not be stopped. 
 

(ix) PPCB shall conduct meeting with all the operators of the STPs installed in the 
towns falling in the catchment area of river Ghaggar to sensitize the issue 
pertaining to the bye-passing of the untreated effluent from the STPs. 
 

mailto:eenodal@yahoo.in


 

 

(x) CGWA shall furnish the data regarding ground water quality in the catchment 
area of Rive Ghaggar, within 7 days to the nodal officer of CPCB.   
 

(xi) The Nodal officer of all the stakeholder departments shall submit the reply to 
the questionnaire supplied by the Hon’ble Chairman of the Committee in the 
meeting on monthly basis through email. 
 

B. Presentations by Departments of Haryana State Government: - 
 

The Chairman, Executing Committee enquired about the monthly ATR submitted by 
the District Level Special Task Forces (DLSTFs). Shri. JP Singh, EE, HSPCB informed 
the committee that the DLSTFs of Ambala, Panchkula, Kurukshetra and Fatehabad 
have sent their report in the month of November, 2018 only. The DLSTFs of Hisar, 
Sirsa and Jind have not sent any report so far.  Chairman Executing Committee stated 
that some of the Govt. Departments have not designated Nodal Officers viz., HSIIDC, 
Forest, Health, Irrigation, Agriculture and Panchayats. Sh. J P Singh, EE, HSPCB also 
submitted that all the STPs/CETPs will provide online effluent Monitoring Devices by 
31.3.2018 in Haryana. However, Nodal Officer, Haryana SPCB has not apprised about 
the aspects especially relating to the industrial inspections conducted so far as per 
recommendations of the Executing Committee, status of industrial effluent 
characteristics, observations made during the inspections of industries and the STPs 
in the catchment of river Ghaggar by the Haryana inspection teams,  no. of industries 
complying and non-complying with the discharge norms, sludge characteristics and 
the existing disposal practices by the STPs as well as other waste management 
practices.  
 
Member Secretary, Haryana State Pollution Control Board informed the Committee 
that the Haryana State has prepared action plans in consultation with all the 
departments which include to lay the sewerage network in all the towns of Haryana as 
well as diversion of sewage from unauthorized colonies of towns  into existing sewers 
so that it could be treated in STPs. He also informed that the Irrigation department has 
done extensive survey in the month of November 2018 and all the discharge points 
have been identified where the sewage is released into drains joining river Ghaggar 
and the flow measurements were taken into account the capacity of STPs were fixed. 
 
The Executing Committee reiterated that STFs and the officials of HSPCB have been 
mandated to make inspections and identify violators and required to be punished 
under the environmental provisions. None of the STFs in the Haryana state has done 
this task so far. The Chairman, EC has made it clear that Hon’ble NGT will make the 
Chief Secretary of the State responsible for failure to implement the Hon’ble directions. 
The Departments should also have requested to submit monthly action taken report 
in compliance to the Hon’ble NGT orders so as to apprise the Hon’ble NGT periodically 
by the executing committee. Member Secretary, HSPCB informed that views of all the 
concerned departments have already been taken and the action plans prepared 
accordingly and same will be submitted within a week after taking approval from the 
Haryana State Government.  
 
 
 



 

 

C)  Presentation by the Departments of Chandigarh UT Administration  
 

Presentation by Special Secretary Engineering, Chandigarh Administration:  
 
The Special Secretary Engineering, Chandigarh Administration and Commissioner, 
Municipal Corporation, Chandigarh gave the presentation about the steps taken by 
the Chandigarh Administration to stop the discharge of sewage water into various 
Choes.  
 
Special Secretary Engineering, in his presentation informed that due to increase in the 
population and unauthorized construction, the excess sewage overflows during peak 
hours. Chandigarh Smart City Limited has planned to install 2.0 MLD STP at the 
Kishangarh Outlet. The target date for completion is March 2022. However, as short 
term measure, Engineering Department has planned to install sewage pump and 
sump with the cost of Rs.19.94 lacs for lifting the excess sewage and disposing of the 
same in existing sewer line near Golf Club to stop the flow of raw sewage in the choe. 
The target date for completion is 31.03.2019. He also informed that the unauthorized 
colony viz., Shastri nagar is located near the Sukhna Choe i.e. termed as extended 
abadi of village kishangarh. The sewage of colony has been harvested and put in the 
sump for further pumping to the sewer line to avoid flow of sewage in the Sukhna 
choe. Similarly, the unauthorized colonies adjacent to village Daria are located near 
Sukhna Choe. The sewage of the colonies near Daria has been harvested and sump 
has been created and machinery has been installed to lift the sewage and put in the 
sewer line of the village.  He also stated that under the jurisdiction of Engg Department, 
there are two STPs i.e.,  7.5 MLD Sewage Treatment Plant, Dhanas and 5.67 MLD 
Sewage Treatment Plant, Raipur Khurd  7.5 MLD Sewage Treatment Plant, Dhanas 
was installed in 2013 on SBR technology having designed for the parameters of 
treating sewage for BOD level 10 mg/l. whereas 5.67 MLD S.T.Plant Raipur Khurd 
was installed about 13 years back with designated parameters of BOD level 30 mg/l. 
This S.T.P is old and treating the sewage within (+/-) 20% variation in parameters of 
designated capacity. However, the new S.T. Plant of 12 MLD capacity is to be installed 
by the Chandigarh Smart City Ltd. The DPR of the same has been prepared and is 
under process of approval of the competent authority. The Chandigarh Smart City Ltd. 
has fixed target for construction of new S.T.P by March 2022.  
 
Presentation by Municipal Commissioner, Chandigarh:-Municipal Commissioner, 
Chandigarh in his presentation informed that water supply in Chandigarh was coming 
from Bhakra main line through Kajouli and Sector 39 Water Works. Around 67 MGD 
water is being supplied from this and 22 MGD water is being supplied through tube 
wells. Total around 89 MGD is being supplied daily to Chandigarh and as per the 
information provided by Municipal Corporation, Chandigarh total waste water 
generation is around 54 MGD and treatment capacity is 48 MGD. At present 05 Nos. 
of Sewage Treatment Plants are operational in Chandigarh.  Gap in treatment capacity 
is 6.0 MGD. Three STPs of 0.4 MGD capacity at Village Kishan Garh;  5 MGD at 
Maloya and 1.25 MGD at Raipur Kallan. Thereafter, members were also apprised of 
status of waste water discharge points at Sukhna Choe and N-Choe and action taken 
along with Action plan to stop the same. He also assured the members that after the 
commissioning of the new STPs and upgradation of existing STPs by Chandigarh 
SMART City Pvt. Ltd., there will be no shortfall In the treatment capacity available at 



 

 

the STPs and  all the sewer  generated  will be treated  with effluent BOD level of less 
than 5 mg/ltr. He also informed the committee that the MC, Chandigarh recover 30 % 
funds from the public in the form of the tax based on the water consumption which is 
assessed as per the water meter system already implemented in Chandigarh. He also 
informed that the financial recovery details will be shared to the committee by the 
Municipal Commissioner, within a week by email at jcb.cpcb@nic.in. 
 
Presentation by Member Secretary, Chandigarh PCC:-  
 
Member Secretary, Chandigarh Pollution Control Committee (CPCC) informed that 
the District Level Special Task Forces has already conducted three meetings and 
submitted the report to State Level Special Task Force. He also presented on the Bio-
Medical Waste Management, Municipal Solid Waste Management, Hazardous Waste 
Management, Plastic Waste Management and E-Waste Management is being carried 
out as per the prescribed rules. As regards to the industrial discharge, MS, CPCC 
informed that CPCC does not permit any industry to run without Effluent Treatment 
Plant (ETP). During inspection it was found that one service station situated in 
Industrial Area was found bypassing the waste water discharge directly into the sewer 
line without imparting any treatment. After which unit was sealed and now CPCC is 
going to prosecute the unit. MS, CPCC also informed the committee that the action 
plans covering all aspects has already been finalized and same will be submitted 
within this week after taking approval from the Principal Secretary, Chandigarh UT 
Administration. 

 
D)  Presentation by the Departments of Himachal Pradesh State  

 
At the outset, the Chairman of the Committee welcomed all the officials present in the 
meeting and congratulated the officials of Himachal Pradesh for successfully 
organizing the Clean Sukhna campaign on 19.12.2018 and prompted other States to 
organize such cleanliness drives in their respective States. This was followed by 
detailed presentations by the Nodal Officer of the HPPCB, Er. SK Shandil, 
Environmental Engineer on the status of progress made in Kala Amb and Parwanoo 
areas. Detailed presentations were also given by the Superintending Engineer, 
Irrigation & Public Health Department Solan and Superintending Engineer, HIMUDA. 
Director, Rural Development, GoHP gave a detailed status of the works in progress 
and the works proposed for the control of water pollution from panchayat areas 
especially in the Parwanoo and Kala Amb. Presentation on health statistics was 
followed by the CMO Solan. After detailed deliberations and discussions during the 
meeting the following decisions were taken –  
 
(i) It was specifically directed that water flow measurement and water quality 

monitoring shall be carried out by the Irrigation & Public Health Department in 
Himachal Pradesh at the exit points of Himachal Pradesh as well as all the 
drains contributing to the river Ghaggar pollution. 

 
(ii) The HIMUDA shall include in action plan for waste water management from 

septic tanks by adopting constructed wetland system before discharge of such 
wastewater effluent from septic tanks and for completion of the afore-said task 
time line suggested is within three months.  



 

 

 
(iii) Health Camp shall be organized by the respective CMOs of Solan & Sirmour 

Districts in Kala Amb & Parwanoo areas periodically. 
 

(iv) The Rural Development Department, GoHP will work in coordination with the 
HPSPSB to control & check water pollution from adjoining panchayat areas in 
Kala Amb & Parwanoo. 

 
After deliberations with the State Departments, the Executing Committee made it clear 
to all the concerned departments of the States namely Punjab, Haryana, Himachal 
Pradesh States and Chandigarh UT Administration that the action taken report on the 
recommendations of the Executing Committee meetings and the Action Plans with 
time lines and financial estimates for each action plan keeping in view of control of 
River Ghaggar  pollution  be submitted latest by 31.12.2018 to the Executing 
Committee and beyond that the action plans will not be accepted  The Executing 
Committee also suggested that the Environment Department and respective State 
Pollution Control Boards shall co-ordinate with the all the concerned departments and 
ensured that the action plans are submitted by 31.12.2018 after taking approvals from 
the Principal Secretary of the respective State/UT in compliance to the Hon’ble NGT 
order dated 20.09.2018 in the matter of OA No. 673/2018. 
 
The Meeting ended with vote of thanks to the Chair. 
 
 

-- OO -- 
 
 

  



 

 

 
Annexure-I 

 
LIST OF PARTICIPANTS 

 

1) Justice Pritam Pal, Chairman, Executing Committee 

2) Sh. J. Chandra Babu, Scientist ‘D’, CPCB and Member, Executive Committee 

3) Dr. Vimal K. Hatwal, Jt. Director, MoEF&CC, and Member, Executive Committee 

4) Sh. R.K. Verma, IAS, Principal Secretary, Deptt. of Science, Technology & 
Environment.  

5) Prof. S.S. Marwaha, Chairman, Punjab Pollution Control Board, Patiala.  

6) Sh. Shaukat Ahmad, Additional Deputy Commissioner (G), Patiala.   

7) Dr. Poonam Saigal, Deputy Director, Deptt. of Health & Family Welfare, Punjab.  

8) Sh. Davinder Kumar, SE, Panchayati Raj, Deptt. of Rural Development & Panchayat, 
Chandigarh.  

9) Sh. Sukminer Singh, SE, Deptt. of Water Supply & Sanitation, Patiala. 

10) Sh. T.L. Sharma, SE, MC, Panchkula. 

11) Sh. R.S. Bains, CE, PSIEC, Chandigarh  

12) Sh. Vinit Kumar, AMD, PSIEC, Chandigarh. 

13) Sh. S. Narayanan, IFS, Member Secretary, Haryana State Pollution Control Board, 
Panchkula.  

14) Sh. Bhagwan Dass, Divisional Engineer, GMADA, Mohali.  

15) Sh. Pawan Garg, Member Secretary, Punjab Pollution Control Board, Patiala 

16) Sh. V.K. Garg, Chief Engineer, Punjab Water Supply and Sewerage Board 

17) Sh. Tejinder Kumar, Sr. Envi.Engineer, PPCB, Patiala 

18) Dr. Asruddin, Director, Health Services.  

19) Sh. Raman Sandhu, Director, Deptt. of Rural Development & Panchayat, Haryana. 

20) Sh. Anoop Nagar, Regional Director, Central Ground Water Board, Chandigarh.  

21) Sh. Davinder Singh, SE, Patiala Drainage Circle, Water Resources 

22) Sh. S.S. Matharu, Envi. Engineer, PPCB, RO, Patiala 

23) Sh. M.L. Angurala, Central Ground Water 

24) Sh. Rajdeep Singh Brar, Additional Deputy Commissioner (G), Sangrur.  

25) Sh. Satish Rathi, Executive Engineer, Deptt. of Public Health, Haryana.  

26) Sh. T.P. Singh, SE, PHED, Haryana.  

27) Sh. N.K. Payal, XEN, HSVP, Haryana  

28) Sh. P.K. Garg, Additional GM, HSIDC, Haryana 

29) Smt. Lata Chauhan, XEN, PWSSB.  

30) Sh. R.S. Mittal, SE, Kaithal. 

31) Sh. S.K. Sharma, XEN, PSIEC, Kaithal.  

32) Sh. Tejinder Kumar, SEE, PPCB. 

33) Sh. J.P. Singh, EE, HSPCB, Haryana.  

34) Sh. G.S. Dhillon, Map Officer, Deptt. of Soil & Water Conservation, Chandigarh.  

35) Sh. Sidharth Bhargav, SDO, HSPCB, Haryana 
 

37 R. S. Mittal S.E.  Irrigation & Water resources Department, 
Kaithal Haryana  

38 S. K. Sharma, Xen, PSIRC----- PSIRC 



 

 

39 Tejinder Kumar  SEE PPCB, HO, PTA 
40 J. P. Singh,  SEE HSPCB HQ  
41 G. S. Dhillon Mep Officer Deptt.  of soil of water conservation Punjab 
42 Sidharth Bhargava,  AEE HSPCB 
43 R. O.  Panchkula Region  HSPCB 
44 R. O.  Jind Region at Bhiwani HSPCB 
45 Atul Parmar,  R. O.  Parwanoo HPPCB 
46 Lalit Thakur,  AEE, Kala Amb-----  HPPCB 
467 R. V. Singh, Consultant  Consultant PVT---- 
48 Sh. Sudhir  Sharma,  Executive 

Officer 
Municipal Council,    Parwanoo (H.P.) 

49 Sh. Ramesh Bhel    ---- EE , 
Parwanoo 

HIMUDA 

50 Sh. Rajesh Thakur,  AE HIMUDA 
51 Dr. Sharawam Kumar,  SEE HPSPCB Paonta Sahib 
52 Sanjeev Kaul,  SE HP, Irrigation & PH Department  
53 Er.  Anjoni Kapoor,   SE  --- HIMUDA,  HP 
54 Sh. M.L.  Anguvala,  Scientist ‘D’ Central  Ground  Water Board, NWR 

Chandigarh. 
55 Sh. Anoop Nagar,  Regional 

Director  
Central  Ground  Water Board, NWR 
Chandigarh. 

56 Sh. Rajinder Singh, , SE (PH) Engineer  Deptt.   (U.T.)  Chandigarh 
57 Sh. Mahesh,      CE ----- Engineer  Deptt.   (U.T.)  Chandigarh 
58  DSP Harjit Kaur Chandigarh  Police 
59 Sh. S. K. Shandil,  EE HP State Pollution Contral Board 
60 Sh. Rakesh Kanwar,  Director Rural  Development  Himachal Pradesh 
61 Dr. Vinod Kumar Sangal, DPO---  Himachal Pradesh 
62 Dr.  R. K. Daroch,  C.M.D. Health & Family Welfare Department (HP) 
63 Sh. Sachin Rana, Addl. Deputy 

Commissioner  
  UT Chandigarh, Office----- 

64 Sh.  Manoj Bansal Chief Engineer, Municipal Corporation 
Chandigarh 

65 Sh. T. C. Nautiyal MS CPCC Chandigarh  
66 Sh. K.K. Yadav,  IAS Commissioner MC, Chandigarh   

 



Minutes of 9th meeting of the Executing Committee held on 8/1/2019 at ‘4th Floor, 
Tower No.5, Forest Complex, Sector 68, Mohali’ under the Chairmanship of 
Hon'ble Justice Pritam Pal, Former Judge, Punjab & Haryana High Court, for 
ensuring compliance to the Hon'ble NGT Order dated 7/8/2018 in the matter of OA 
No. 139 of 2016 titled Stench Grips Mansa’s Sacred Ghaggar River (Suo Motu 
Case) And Yogender Kumar. 
 
 
9th meeting of Executing Committee was held with the Chairman and Member 
Secretaries of State Pollution Control Boards of Punjab, Haryana, Himachal Pradesh 
and Chandigarh Pollution Control Committee (CPCC) on 8.1.2019 under the 
Chairmanship of Hon'ble Justice Pritam Pal, Former Judge, Punjab & Haryana High 
Court for ensuring compliance of the Hon'ble NGT order dated 7/8/2018 in the matter of 
OA No. 139 of 2016 titled Stench Grips Mansa’s Sacred Ghaggar River (Suo Motu 
Case) And Yogender Kumar. The list of Officials, who attended the meeting is enclosed 
as Annexure-I 
 
Chairman and the Members of the Committee has reviewed the draft action plans 
prepared by the State of Punjab, Haryana, Himachal Pradesh and Chandigarh UT for 
restoration of polluted river Ghaggar. The State-wise recommendations made by the 
committee for carrying out necessary improvements are detailed as below:- 
 

Punjab 

 Action taken for Closure of industrial units for violation of the provisions based on 

the recent inspections made by the teams of Punjab Pollution Control Board. 

 Actions taken by the State Level Task Force constituted by the State 

Government for ensuring compliance to the Hon’ble NGT order dated 

07.08.2018; 

 Industry-wise water consumption, waste water generation, mode of treatment 

and final treated effluent characteristics of all the 48 industries as well as final 

mode of disposal of treated or untreated effluent 

 Observations made by the inspected teams on 48 industries; 

 List of industries complying and non-complying with the effluent discharge norms 

 Status of health of the public and the Health Camps organized by the State 

Health Department; 

 Map showing all Drains which are contributing to the river Ghaggar pollution; 

 Map showing all major towns, population, industrial complexes/estates located 

on the banks of river Ghaggar, STP location and their capacity 

 Town-wise water consumption, sewage generation, no. of STPs, existing 

treatment capacity of STPs and  the gaps observed and sites identified for 

construction of new STPs in the form of a table as decided in the first meeting of 

Executive Committee 
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 Total estimated flow from all the drains into river Ghaggar to be identified both at 

Urban and Rural level. 

 Aspects relating to Industrial Pollution to be included 

 District Level Task Force, State Level Task Force actions also be included 

 Nodal Officers HODs of all the departments to be included in the report 

 Copy of orders of constitution of the DLSTF and SLSTF as well as Nodal Officers 

to be annexed. 

 Visit reports along with analysis results of the effluent to be provided  

 Ground water quality should be added in Action Plan – as per GGWA 

 Waste Management (Total waste). Pl. provide breakup, recyclable storage and 

waste 

 Aspects relating to STP Sludge Management based on the characteristics, STP 

compliance statement with observations to be added in Action Plan. 

 Ground water recharge Management should be included in Action Plan 

 Greenery development should be added on the Banks of River Ghaggar (Forest 

Department should be asked to do so) 

 Installation of RTWQM Stations - time lines (Irrigation Department).  Minimum 3 

months  

 Any other aspects related to compliance to the Hon’ble NGT Order  
 

Himachal Pradesh 

 Action plans report should be prepared as per the structure suggested in 2 

meeting of the Executing Committee 

 Major Towns and Major Industries, Total sewage generation, Existing STPs and 

their capacities and the gaps identified should be indicated  

 Health Camp details to be upload on the website. 

 Ground Water samples results not found and same need to be included. 

 Details of measurement of drain flow to be indicated 

 Aspects relating to waste management should be included; 

 Proposal for management of Sewerage generated from rural areas also be 

included in the action plan.  

 Cleanliness drive earlier held, photos to be uploaded on website. 

 Health Status of the public  

 Any other aspects related to compliance to the Hon’ble NGT Order  

Chandigarh 

 District Level STF and State Level STF report to be uploaded on website and 

actions taken by the DLSTF and SLSTF need to be included 

 Samples of industrial effluent discharge and the compliance status to be included 

 Ground water samples, 7 samples taken, result awaited and results of the ground 

water samples to be included in the report 

 Drain Flow measurement missing and characteristics of drains also be included. 
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 Industry-wise water consumption, wastewater generation and treatment system 

and mode of disposal also be included in the report. 

 Industry-wise effluent characteristics and their compliance status also be 

included in the report. 

 Treated sewage management, STP sludge disposal Plans to be included 

 Timeline should be revised from 2022 to Dec., 2020 for installing STPs. 

 Any other aspects related to compliance to the Hon’ble NGT Order  

Haryana 

 No Health Camp organized till date and Specify dates of Health Camps which 

are to be organized in future in Action Plan. 

 Ground water samples collected and their characteristics to be included. Also, 

report of CGWA relating to ground water characteristics in the catchment of river 

Ghaggar also be included. 

 All drains should be mentioned in Action Plan with flow and also should be 

shown in the map. 

 STP proposal should be given as per capacity. 

 Industry wise water consumption/wastewater generation, ETP availability, 

effluent characteristics, compliance status and mode of disposal also be included 

in the report  

 Compliance status reports on STP's as well as ETPs pertaining to industries also 

be included. 

 Mode of treated sewerage disposal and STP sludge Management based on the 

characteristics of the sludge to be proposed 

 CETPs, STPs compliance status reports should be included in the report. 

 One map showing towns, industrial hubs, CETPs and STP's locations should be 

included in the report 

 Any other aspects related to compliance to the Hon’ble NGT Order  

 

After reviewing the draft action plans by the executing committee, Justice Pritam Pal, 

Chairman, Executing Committee directed all the States to incorporate all aspects in 

compliance to the Hon’ble NGT order dated 07.08.2019 and for submission of the 

revised action plans preferably by 15.01.2019 to the Executing Committee. 

 
The Meeting ended with vote of thanks to the Chair. 

 

--  OO  --  
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Annexure-I 

 

List of participants of  9th meeting of the Executing Committee held on 08.01.2019 

under the Chairmanship of Hon'ble Justice Pritam Pal at ‘Forest Complex, Sector 

68, Mohali'. 

 

S.No Name & Designation 

1.  Hon'ble Justice Pritam Pal, Chairman, Executive Committee (Ghaggar River) 

2.  Sh. J Chandra Babu, Member Executive Committee, (Ghaggar River) 

3.  Dr. K.K Garg, Deputy Director, Ministry of Environment, Forest and Climate 
Change, Sector 31, Chandigarh 

4.  Sh. S.S. Marwaha, Chairman, Punjab Pollution Control Board 

5.  Sh. Pawan Garg, Member Secretary, Punjab Pollution Control Board 

6.  Sh. Surinder Singh Matharu, Nodal Officer, Punjab Pollution Control Board, 
Mohali 

7.  Sh.Gulshan Rai, CEE, Punjab Pollution Control Board 

8.  Dr. R.K Pruthi Member Secretary Himachal Pradesh Pollution Control Board 

9.  Sh. S.K. Shandil, Nodal Officer, Himachal Pradesh Pollution Control Board 

10.  Sh.Debendra Dalai, IFS, Special Secretary, Environment Chandigarh 

11.  Sh. T.C. Nautiyal, Member Secretary, Chandigarh Pollution Control 
Committee 

12.  Sh. J.P. Singh, Environmental Engineer, Haryana State Pollution Control 
Board, Panchkula 

13.  Sh. Rajinder Sharma, RO, Haryana State Pollution Control Board, Panchkula 

14.  Sh. Sidharth Bhargava, AEE, Haryana State Pollution Control Board 

 



 

 

 

ANNEXURES 

III  to  V 



1  

Annexure-III 

 

Analysis results of the River Ghaggar/Kaushalya/Markhanda Samples collected during 22-23.10.2018 and 29-30.10.2018 for physico-chemical 

parameters 

 

Sampling point Date pH 

Conductivit

y 

(µmho/cm) 

TDS 

(mg/l

) 

COD 

(mg/l

) 

BOD 

(mg/l

) 

Total 

Hardnes

s as 

CaCO3 

in mg/l 

Total 

Alkalinity 

as CaCO3 

in mg/l 

Ca  in 

mg/l  

Mg in 

mg/l 

Cl in 

mg/l 

S04  

In 

mg/l 

NO2-

N 

PO4-

P in 

mg/l 

NH3-

N in 

mg/l 

R1-River Markhanda at Narayangarh 22.10.2018 6.9 825 522 18 3 332 117 53 48 137 63 0.03 0.04 1.3 

R3-River Markhanda (U/s Kala Amb) 22.10.2018 7.4 400 252 9 1 190 173 7 41 17 26 0.01 0.05 0.4 

R4-River Ghaggar ( A/c of River Kaushalya) 22.10.2018 7.4 436 300 35 2 248 201 42 34 18 21 0.05 0.09 0.1 

R5- River Kaushalya at Village Kambli 22.10.2018 7.6 338 196 9 2 162 145 10 33 13 18 0.01 0.06 BDL 

R7-River Ghaggar at Mubarakpur 22.10.2018 7.3 523 322 10 5 276 217 26 51 20 31 0.06 0.1 0.2 

R13-River Ghaggar (A/c of Jhermal Choe) 23.10.2018 7.1 789 440 25 6 296 288 42 46 60 39 0.086 0.37 8.1 

R16-River Ghaggar ( A/c of Ghel Drain) 23.10.2018 7 842 448 29 7 316 296 40 52 66 46 0.1 0.57 6.6 

R 19 -River Ghaggar ( Shambu Border) 23.10.2018 7.1 864 490 27 6 300 296 43 46 72 46 0.08 0.54 8.5 

R2-U/s Markhanda B/c  River Ghaggar)  29.10.2018 7.1 800 496 43 11 207 293 58 15 59 29 0.65 0.81 5.96 

R3-U/s Ghaggar River @ Village Chiali, Haryana 29.10.2018 7.4 925 516 25 4 292 305 80 22 84 36 0.18 0.94 14 

R4-D/s River Ghaggar (at Village Dhandota) 29.10.2018 7.5 895 528 25 5 300 308 77 26 77 28 0.36 0.93 12.1 

R6-D/s River Ghaggar (A/c of Patiala Nadi) 29.10.2018 7.5 1128 680 338 94 317 373 104 11 100 180 0.04 1.25 25.3 

R9-River Ghaggar ( at Chandpur Syphon) 29.10.2018 7.5 950 594 47 12 292 336 75 25 84 32 0.01 1.44 9.71 

R10-River Ghaggar, Sirdulgarh 29.10.2018 7.4 1000 676 172 39 327 348 88 25 88 48 0.04 0.09 10.6 

R11-River Ghaggar-Sirsa Dabhvali Road 30.10.2018 7.7 935 640 158 24 317 328 85 25 80 58 0.03 0.09 9.2 

R12-River Ghaggar- Ottu 30.10.2018 7.4 810 516 54 4 254 273 58 26 71 40 0.25 0.68 5.2 

SW-1-River Ghaggar (D/s Mubarikpur)  30.10.2018 7.9 532 334 26 4 227 192 66 15 25 14 0.08 0.08 0.33 
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Annexure-IV 

Analysis results of the River Ghaggar/Kaushalya/Markhanda  Samples collected during 22-23.10.2018 and 29-30.10.2018 for Heavy Metals 
and the Biological parameters 

 

  

Sampling point Date 
As 

(mg/l) 
Cd 

(mg/l) 
Cr 

(mg/l) 
Cu 

(mg/l) 
Fe 

(mg/l) 
Mn 

(mg/L) 
Ni 

(mg/l) 
Pb 

(mg/l) 
Zn 

(mg/l) 

Total 
Coliform 

(MPN/100 
ml) 

Fecal 
Coliform 

(MPN/100ml) 

R1-River Markhanda at Narayangarh 22.10.2018 BDL BDL BDL BDL 2.35 0.73 BDL BDL 0.13 46000 33000 

R3-River Markhanda (U/s Kala Amb) 22.10.2018 BDL BDL BDL BDL 0.19 0.15 BDL 0.03 BDL 70000 70000 

R4-River Ghaggar ( A/c of River Kaushalya) 22.10.2018 BDL BDL 0.07 0.04 74.29 2.7 0.08 BDL 0.15 49000 22000 

R5- River Kaushalya at Village Kambli 22.10.2018 BDL BDL 0.01 BDL 7.21 0.21 0.01 BDL BDL 33000 11000 

R7-River Ghaggar at Mubarakpur 22.10.2018 BDL BDL BDL BDL 5.07 0.85 BDL BDL BDL 170000 45000 

R13-River Ghaggar (A/c of Jhermal Choe) 23.10.2018 BDL BDL BDL BDL 5.73 0.32 BDL BDL BDL 79000 79000 

R16-River Ghaggar ( A/c of Ghel Drain) 23.10.2018 BDL BDL BDL BDL BDL 0.37 BDL BDL BDL 49000 33000 

R 19 -River Ghaggar ( Shambu Border) 23.10.2018 BDL BDL 0.01 0.01 3.93 0.58 BDL BDL 0.04 70000 33000 

R2-U/s Markhanda Before Confluencing River 
Ghaggar)  29.10.2018 BDL BDL BDL BDL 1.84 0.29 BDL BDL BDL 790 490 

R3-U/s Ghaggar River @ Village Chiali, 
Haryana 29.10.2018 BDL BDL BDL BDL 1.97 0.29 BDL BDL 0.02 790 330 

R4-D/s River Ghaggar (at Village Dhandota) 29.10.2018 BDL BDL BDL BDL 1.41 0.21 BDL BDL BDL 6000 2000 

R6-D/s River Ghaggar (A/c of Patiala Nadi) 29.10.2018 BDL BDL BDL BDL 2.29 0.32 BDL BDL 0.01 2400000 340000 

R9-River Ghaggar ( at Chandpur Syphon) 29.10.2018 BDL BDL 0.02 BDL 0.49 0.32 BDL BDL 0.02 2400 1300 

R10-River Ghaggar, Sirdulgarh 29.10.2018 BDL BDL BDL BDL 1.33 0.86 BDL BDL BDL 200 200 

R11-River Ghaggar-Sirsa Dabhvali Road 30.10.2018 BDL BDL BDL BDL 0.86 0.86 BDL BDL BDL 45000 2000 

R12-River Ghaggar- Ottu Weir 30.10.2018 BDL BDL BDL BDL 0.48 0.14 BDL BDL BDL 7800 200 

SW-1-River Ghaggar (D/s Mubarikpur)  30.10.2018 BDL BDL 0.03 0.02 31.19 1.44 0.04 BDL 0.05  - -  
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Annexure-V 

Analysis results of the Drain samples collected during 22-23.10.2018 and 29-30.10.2018 for General Parameters and Heavy Metals  

 

Sampling point Date pH 
TSS 
in 

mg/l 

TDS 
(mg/l) 

COD 
(mg/l) 

BOD 
(mg/l) 

PO4-P 
in mg/l 

NH3-
N 
in 

mg/l 

As 
(mg/l) 

Cd 
(mg/l) 

Cr 
(mg/l) 

Cu 
(mg/l) 

Fe 
(mg/l) 

Mn 
(mg/L) 

Ni 
(mg/l) 

Pb 
(mg/l) 

Zn 
(mg/l) 

D-1-SH 11, Palar, 
Haryana-136035 29.10.2018 6.91 108  - 456 119 1.08 3 BDL BDL BDL 0.01 0.75 0.15 BDL BDL BDL 

D-5- Patiala Drain 29.10.2018 6.87 612  - 5637 1439 8.49 89 BDL BDL 0.01 0.04 6.7 0.36 0.01 BDL 0.41 

D-8-Khaital Drain B/c of 
River Ghaggar 29.10.2018 8.53 36  - 30 6 0.89 BDL BDL BDL BDL BDL 0.43 0.01 BDL BDL BDL 

D-7-Sagar Para Drain@ 
Chicharwala 29.10.2018 7.16 68 -  464 121 1.86 5 BDL BDL BDL BDL 1.07 0.19 BDL BDL BDL 

D-2-Jattawala Nallah 22.10.2018 6.37 83 760 253 80  - 8 BDL BDL BDL BDL 1.64 0.21 BDL BDL 0.09 

D-6-Sukhna Nallah 22.10.2018 6.81 30 208 42 13  - 4 BDL BDL BDL BDL 1.11 0.82 BDL BDL 0.07 

D-8-Baltana Drain 22.10.2018 6.83 64 120 184 76  - 21 BDL BDL BDL BDL 0.98 0.1 BDL BDL 0.03 

D-11Derabassi Drain 23.10.2018 6.73 304 6060 6741 2000  - 87 BDL BDL 0.28 0.34 5.69 0.3 0.27 0.02 0.32 

D-12-Jhermal Choe  
( Tiwana Village) 23.10.2018 7.33 68 2012 273 80  - 15 BDL BDL 0.01 0.02 1.1 0.46 BDL BDL BDL 

D-15-Bassouli Drain 23.10.2018 7.23 123 2316 259 53  - 8 BDL BDL BDL BDL 0.35 0.39 BDL BDL BDL 

D-17-Ghel Drain 23.10.2018 6.59 29 272 69 13  - 10 BDL BDL BDL BDL 0.74 0.2 BDL BDL BDL 

D-18- 25 Dhara 23.10.2018 6.57 47 160 105 26  - 12 BDL BDL BDL BDL 0.94 0.3 BDL BDL BDL 
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 (v) Maintaining of E- Flows for having ecological balance in the river 

system. 

 

 (vi) Awareness  

        Effective use of groundwater resources for agriculture purpose.  

        Health status and organising health camps.  

(vii) Monitoring of executing the actions plans.  
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1. Back Ground. 

 Hon’ble National Green Tribunal, New Delhi in the matter original application No. 

138 of 2016 and 139 of 2016 has passed an order dated 7th August, 2018 vide which it 

is informed that proceedings in the matter O.A. No. 138 of 2016 and O.A. No. 139 of 

2016 titled Stench Grips Mansa’s Sacred Ghaggar River (Suo-Motu case) were initiated 

before the Tribunal on a reference received from the National Human Right 

Commission (NHRC). The NHRC took Suo-Motu action on the basis of a news item 

appearing in The Tribune, dated 12.05.2014 under the caption “Stench Grips Mansa’s 

Sacred Ghaggar River” to the effect that the river Ghaggar had turned into a polluted 

water body on account of discharge of effluents – industrial as well as municipal. 

 In pursuant to the order of Tribunal dated 09.12.2016, a joint inspection has been 

carried out by the representatives of the Central Pollution Control Board, Punjab State 

Pollution Control Board, Haryana State Pollution Control Board, Himachal Pradesh 

State Pollution Control Board. Officials of Union Territory, Chandigarh also joined the 

said inspection team. Further, as per report, submitted by the concerned Pollution 

Control Boards to the NHRC as well as Minutes of the meetings on various dates in 

which the respective States participated. The joint analysis report of the joint monitoring 

of river Ghaggar samples has also been filed. The findings of the joint inspection report 

are that values of various parameters such as BOD, TSS, Faecal Coliform, Lead and 

Iron were beyond permissible limits at most of the locations in Himachal Pradesh, 

Haryana, Punjab and Chandigarh.  

 In view of above disappointing scenario, the Chief Secretaries of the States of 

Himachal Pradesh, Haryana, Punjab and also the Administrator of U.T., Chandigarh 

have been directed to constitute Special Task Force (STFs) comprising of District 

Magistrate, Superintendent of Police, Regional Officer of the State Pollution Control 

Board in concerned District and one person to be nominated by the District Judge in 

every District in his capacity of Head of the District Legal Services Authority. Such STF 

may identify persons responsible for violation of law so that action can be taken. At the 

State Level, the STF will comprise of the Chief Secretary, Secretary Environment, 

Secretary of Urban Development and Secretary of Local Body. The District Level 

Special Task Force will submit a monthly action taken report to the State Level Task 
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Force and State Level Special Task Force will furnish 3 monthly report or the action 

taken to the Central Pollution Control Board. 

 The mandate of the above task force has also been given in the order of Hon'ble 

NGT. The STF at the district level has the mandate of indentifying the persons 

responsible for the violations of the law so that the action can be taken. The State level 

STF has to furnish three monthly report to the CPCB which will be based on the 

monthly report submitted by District Level STF. 

 An Executing Committee was also constituted by Hon'ble NGT (as per para 8 of 

the order) under the Chairmanship of Justice Pritam Pal, Former Judge, Punjab and 

Haryana High Court. 

2. About River Ghaggar and Its Tributaries, activity in the catchment area of 

river Ghaggar and its tributaries. 

 Ghaggar River, Ghaggar also spelled Ghagghar, river, northern India. The 

Ghaggar rises in the Siwalik (Shiwalik) Range, in northwestern Himachal Pradesh state 

and flows about 200 miles (320 km) southwest through Haryana state, where it receives 

the Saraswati River. It eventually dries up in the Great Indian (Thar) Desert.  Just 

southwest of Sirsa it feeds two irrigation canals that extend into Rajasthan state. Its 

seasonal flow is dependent on monsoonal (seasonal) rainfall. The main tributaries of 

the Ghaggar are the Kaushalya river, Markanda, Sarsuti, Tangri and Chautang. The 

river flows at a distance of 7.0 K.M. from the nearest point in the U.T. of Chandigarh 

 Ghaggar River and Other drains is given in Figure 1 & Figure 2. 
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Figure 1 
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Figure 2 
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