River bed) as applied by Sh. Ajay Ohri S/0 Sh. 8.5. Ohri, Village and Fost Office Kandawal,
Tehsil Nurpur, Distt. Kangra, H.P held on 10.11.2021 at Play Ground of Village Ghirtholi

in Gram Panchayat Paddar, Tehsil Dharamshala, District Kangra H.P.
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Attendance sheet for Environmental Public Hearing for extraction/collection of sand, stone
and bajri from Mauza/Mohal Padhar/Jadrangal, Tehsil Dharamshala, Distt. Kangra, H.P.
in Khasra No. 1380, 1381 and 1382 over an area measuring 06-32-00 Hect (Govt. Land,
River bed) as applied by Sh. Ajay Ohri S/o Sh. S.S. Ohri, Village and Post Office Kandwal,
Tehsil Nurpur, Distt. Kangra, H.P held on 10.11.2021 at Play Ground of Village Ghirtholi
in Gram Panchayat Paddar, Tehsil Dharamshala, District Kangra H.P.
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Attendance sheet for Environmental Public Hearing for extraction/collection of sand, stone
and bajri from Mauza/Mohal Padhar/Jadrangal, Tehsil Dharamshala, Distt. Kangra, H.P.
in Khasra No. 1380, 1381 and 1382 over an area measuring 06-32-00 Hect (Govt. Land,
River bed) as applied by Sh. Ajay Ohri S/o Sh. S.S. Ohri, Village and Post Office Kandwal,
Tehsil Nurpur, Distt. Kangra, H.P held on 10.11.2021 at Play Ground of Village Ghirtholi
in Gram Panchayat Paddar, Tehsil Dharamshala, District Kangra H.P.
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Proceedings of Environmental Public Hearing conducted on date: 10.11.2021 on the proposal
submitted by Sh. Ajay Ohri s/c Sh. S.S. Ohri, Village and Post Office Kandwal, Tehsil Nurpur,
Distt. Kangra, H.P for extraction/collection of sand, stone and bajri at Khasra no. 1380, 1381 and
1382 (Govt. Land, River Bed) over an area measuring 06-32-00 hect falling in Mauza/Mohal
Padhar/Jadrangal, Tehsil Dharamshala, Distt. Kangra, H.P.

Environmental Public Hearing on the proposal submitted by Sh. Ajay Ohri s/o Sh. S8.S. Ohri, Village
and Post Office Kandwal, Tehsil Nurpur, Distt. Kangra, H.P for extraction/collection of sand, stone and
bajri at Khasra no. 1380, 1381 and 1382 (Govt. Land, River Bed) over an area measuring 06-32-00 hect
falling in Mauza/Mohal Padhar/Jadrangal, Tehsil Dharamshala, Distt. Kangra, H.P. was organized on
10.11.2021 at Play Ground of Village Ghirtholi in Gram Panchayat Paddar, Tehsil Dharamshala,
District Kangra H.P. by H. P. State Pollution Control Board, Regional Office Dharamshala as per
notification No-SO-1533 dated 14.09.2006. This public hearing was organized by the H.P. State
Pollution Control Board under the Chairmanship of Sh. Rohit Rathour, ADM, Kangra at Dharamshala
according to prescribed process of public hearing. In this public hearing the people presents refused to
sign the attendance sheet and resisted for the setup of this project. Those who marked their attendance
during the public hearing, the attendance sheet is enclosed as (Annexure-I). The officers/officials from
Agriculture Department, Transport Department, Tourism Department, Hoticulture, Industry

Department, Mining Department, were present during the public hearing.

First of all Dr. R.K. Nadda, Regional Officer, H. P. State Pollution Control Board, Regional Office
Dharamshala welcomed the Chairman, officers and officials of various Departments, representatives of
all Panchayats, local public, project proponents and their consultants. He requested everyone to express
their views, comments, suggestions and objections regarding the proposal submitted without any fear

and pressure, and Chairman was requested to permit to start the Public Hearing.

The Chairman permitted to start the process of public hearing and requested the project proponent to
explain the details of the proposed mining lease. The detailed description regarding the proposed
Mining Area was given by the consultant of the Project Proponent. ADM, Kangra at Dharamshala-cum-
Chairman Public Hearing Committee requested the people present in this Environmental Public Hearing
to express their views, comments, suggestions and objections regarding this proposed Mining Lease

without any fear and pressure from any corner.

Videography of the public hearing was carried out. Accordingly the proceedings of the Environmental

Public Hearing were recorded (CD enclosed) and the same are reproduced here as under.

A



Sr. | Name & Address Issues/Suggestions raised Reply
No.
I Smt. Indu Rani, First, Smt. Indu Rani welcomed all the (i
Pardhan, Gram Officer/Officials from the different
Panchayat Paddar, Departments, Pradhan, Up-Pradhans‘
Tehsil Dharamshala, of nearby Panchayats and local
District Kangra H.P. residents of nearby panchayats. She | oo
urged to all the people present during
the public hearing to express their
views and comments about this
project.
2 Sh. Sikandar Kumar, I want to ask the consultant of this | It was informed by the Consultant of

Gram Panchayat
Kumharkar Chahri,
Tehsil Dharamshala,
District Kangra H.P.

Project, is it correct that no crushing
activity will be done here?

the Project that Boulder will be
picked up from the mining area and
no crushing activity will be done
here. |

'If there is no crushing and only
Boulder will be picked from here then
you know that the flood which came in
last monsoon had created huge damage
in the village. The water entered into
the village in spite of having boulders.
So when you will pick up these
boulders then will the flow of the water

increase or decrease?

The Consultant of the Project said, as |
you told that the water of the river
entered into the village due to big
boulders. In view of that the Govt.
and concerned Departments have
studied the said area and decided that
this river area is fit for mining. This
area will be completely channelized
after the mining which will reduce the
flood effect.

What is the meaning of Channelization
and will the bank of river be pucca

too?

No, mining will be carried out by
leaving a safe distance of 05 meter

from both side of the river banks.

Tell us whether the flow of the water
will be more in case of boulders or

without the boulders in the khad?

The Consultant of the Project said |
that he agrees that the flow of the
river is more when the boulders are
picked up. During the monsoon
season the river will be replenished

with more boulders.

Why the illegal mining is being
allowed, as earlier H.P govt. has

banned the illegal mining.

This is not illegal mining, it has been

approved by the government through ‘

auction process.




Why is this being done in Baner river

and how many parameters are there?

| The consultant of the project said that

it has been auctioned only after a
thorough study. It has been approved
(considered and verified) after
studying it by the Himachal

Government ((Letter of Intent).

You have informed about this public
hearing by drum beating instantly and
we have no idea about this project or
public hearing. We can lift it
ourselves, you have kept it closed.
(Talking about the mining
material).Penalties are levied on our
tractors which lift the mining material,
and this is considered as illegal
mining. So now what is the reason that
you want to develop our area by
allowing people from outside to do

mining here?

Potato and paddy are the main crops in
this area. Due to 6 hydro projects in
this khad the water is still not sufficient
for irrigation of these crops, if the
mining will be there then the water
sources are going to extinct then from
where we will get the water for these

Crops.

It was informed by the consultant of
the project that mining will be done in
a scientific way according to the
principle of mining to avoid any

flooding in the area.

It was informed by the consultant of
the project that with the passage of
many years, the level of minor
mineral has increased and its mining
had become necessary. Otherwise
accumulation of this mineral will lead

to lot of damage in the area.

The damage has already occurred in
the lower area. [ would like to inform
that earlier our kuhals was not in good
condition, but after being channelised,
when the water is released from here,
it immediately reaches Hatwas which
is 1 to 2 km away from Chamunda
How will the flow will decrease by

picking up the boulders from the khad.

It was informed by the consultant of
the project that keeping all the things
in mind, only the level of 1 meter has
been kept for mining and its complete
study has been done. And it will not
have any effect on the underground

water.




Who has studied it, all the people here
do not have any information about it.
Unless the general public knows about
it, how can you give permission to set

up this project?

It is better that build a check dam in |

Baner Khad. This project will also
harm the environment and you will not

carry out any plantation in the future.

" The mining plan has been prepared by |
the authorized persons and it has been
approved by the Government of
Himachal Pradesh. Whatever your

‘question, all the facts have been

| included in it.

It was stated by the consultant of the
project that presently there are no
plants in the mining lease are
conducted.  Plantation  will be
conducted by the project proponent in

nearby area.

Mining was banned by the Himachal
government, why is it being started
now? Wherever there are rivers, the
tractor trolleys are not allowed to lift

material,

It was informed by the consultant of
the project that the mining lease has ‘

been approved as per the rules. The ‘

mining lease is being approved not ‘

only for this project, but the already

being processed for other projects.

Sh. ShashiKant, Gram

‘ Panchayat Paddar, tehsil
Dharamshala, Distt.
Kangra, H.P

It has been told that the survey has
been conducted. I want to inform that
neither you went to our kuhals nor did
the survey. There are 06 kuhals and
when you do mining, the water level
will go down which will cause
problems in irrigation. Come with us
and look at the condition of the area.

Secondly, you did not find any Khad
from Kandwal to Baner Khad for
mining and found this stretch from
Chamunda Mandir bridge to this
bridge. When we remove stones and
gravel then the mining department
takes action against us. Nothing will
happen when you take it out. Wouldn't
there be mining then and if you don't
mine within 100 meters then you will

get out around the kuhals and the

It was informed by the consultant of
the project that according to the
mining plan 2013 and 2015, where
the  mining

plan is  being

implemented, it should be 75 meters

away from the mining, nursery

plantation and soil conservation
project. The water and drinking water
scheme should be 200 meters away.
There should be a distance of 200
meters from the bridge on the up-
stream and 200 to 500 meters on the
downstream. And I want to inform

that there is no such scheme or kuhal

within this area.
As you have asked about the survey, ‘
the Draft EIA report has already been

the

submitted  to concerned ‘

departments along with the survey ‘

report and photographs. J




tender recipients often show their

dictatorship

You have not done any survey, you
have not seen the condition of the
people, when there is a loss of any
person, instead of compensating for
the loss of any one person, the
government asks for a report of the

entire area.

Whether the members

Panchayat were included while

conducting the survey?

of any '

I want to inform that the authorized
person who has prepared the mining
plan has done the entire survey. We
do survey as well as monitoring
around 10 km of the concerned area,
in which air, water, Noise and s the
economic condition of the people is

studied

No, the surveying agency is to

conduct the survey at their own level.

| Sh. Satish Kumar,

Chairman Jyoti

‘ Charitable Society,

Gram Panchayat Paddar,

‘ Tehsil Dharamshala,
Distt Kangra H.P

[ want to convey that we were
informed about this scheme by the
government two days back, which was
a very short time. This Baner Khad, it
goes to many villages: Pathiyar,
Hatwas, Ambari, Kabadi and Tharu.
This scheme will not only affect our
villages but will affect many villages.
Can you tell me who did the survey
with whom? You have used too many
English words for the project
description which is beyond the
knowledge of the people.

There is also a risk of accident from
this project. Because a large number of
students from this area go to their
educational institutions and schools by
buses, will our children be safe?

The schemes made by the government

are very good but are limited to paper.

This project may also lead to conflicts |

later.

It was informed by the consultant of
the project that satellite mapping of
the area under this project has been
done. Even the smallest thing can be
seen in it and only after studying it
completely, a report can be made.
Apart from this, with reference to the
transportation of school buses, I want
to inform that the vehicles used by the
project owner will be used at time
intervals and no vehicles will be used
during school time. No machinery
will be used while mining and only
manual mining will be done.
Environment clearance is given by
the competent authority only on the
basis of public hearing.

It is not that after environmental
clearance, they will get a license to
create pollution. Whenever
environmental clearance is granted,

this environmental clearance will also




As you said survey has been done. | be posted on the website of the |
There is a Kuhal here which goes to | concerned departments and it is

kabadi. How deep is retaining wall? ] necessary to comply with whatever

How deep will it go when mining takes | conditions are there and it is inspected |

| place? The Kullah of our village | by the concerned department that the ‘

comes from the upper side of | conditions of environmental

Chamunda and has to put upadtos ‘ clearance are being followed or not . ‘

feet retaining wall. So what will be the ‘

condition of this area when mining ‘ As it has been pointed out thatalotof|

takes place here, so | oppose this | English words have been used for the ‘

project. project description, I want to inform
that some words are easier to
understand in English than Hind;. But

still you can take a copy of the Hindj
translated project report.

The Hindi translated project

description copy was also made

‘ available on the spot by the Chairman
and it was informed that we are not ‘
authorized to give environment
clearance to any project. The purpose
of this public hearing is that the

project owner should tell about the

project and whatever your thoughts

and suggestions are, they should be

recorded and sent to the state

government for further action.

If this project is being done for Shri | All this process is done acboning to |
Ajay Ohri, then why not for our | the auction. If for some reason you ‘

Panchayat so that Panchayat gets | are not aware, then you can create ‘

employment and income income and employment ‘
‘ ‘opportunities for the Panchayat by ‘

’ ‘participating in any other auction‘

‘ process. J

Can it be postponed? J No, this procedure is over. !




It this project is approved despite ‘ In this project, sand, gravel will be

opposition, then what income will be

received by the concerned Panchayat?

provided free of cost to the weaker
sections. The project owner pays
royalty @ Rs.60/tonne after the
commissioning of the project and
government will spend a part of this
in this for the

amount arca

development.

Will it come in Panchayat fund?

You can pass the resolution in your
Panchayat and give it to us. The
project owner will commit to spend
the funds in your panchayat as

proposed in EIA.

What is its time limit?

| The duration of this project is 5 years.

5. | Sh. Anish Kumar, Local
| residential, Gram
panchayat Paddar,

‘ Tehsil Dharamshala,

‘ Distt. Kangra H.P

[ am 38 years old. And [ am watching
this khad since many years and the
level of the water is still decreasing

and how will the level of water in the

khad raise automatically, if mining |

will be done there.

I want to inform that we had a building
here and there was a crusher in it,
today a 3-storey house may be
submerged in that khad. There has
been so much mining in that khad that
the government has to build a bridge in
it. So how is it possible that nothing
will happen after 1 meter of mining?
These all things remain only in papers.
| have never seen its level rising and it

is only going down.

It was informed by the consultant of
the project whatever material is
extracted, in time of that District
Mineral Fund is collected at the rate
of Rs.10 per tonne and will go to the
Panchayat Fund at the rate of Rs.10
per vehicle. This fund will be spent on
the development of the respective
Panchayats. It was also informed by
the consultant of the project that there

will be no crushing of any kind here.

He told that the water always goes
from upstream to downstream and it
will also bring sand, stones and gravel
with the flow. The silt is settied down
when the flow is low. If mining is not
done here then in upcoming monsoon
season the material will automatically
be stacked in the khad and the khad
become than the

area higher

adjoining area.




There are 11 kuhals starting from
Chamunda Devi temple. I want to ask
how much income the government will

generate from this.

All this is an auction of 15 lakhs, apart
from this all the money will be spent

on the development of this area.

There are 11 kuhals here. Due to |

mining, the water level will go down,
due to which the problem of water will |
arise in the kuhals and when people tell
the problem to the government, the
government will again approve the
money for the kuhals and retaining |
walls will be used, and then the

government's money will be spent.

It was told by the project consultant ‘

that your issues have been taken on
record and will be fully assessed by

the committee.

If mining will not take place around
Chamunda bridge and this bridge,
then where will the area be left for
mining?

10 percent of the proposed mining

lease will be a safety zone and mining

‘ will not take place outside the khad. ‘

Mining will be done in an area of

1,11,740 square meters only.

There are 11 kuhals and 2 bridges in i
this area. The water level will go down ‘
due to mining. Due to which the fields ‘
will become dry. That's why we

oppose this project.

This mining plan has been prepared
keeping all the facts in mind. He said
that your protest has also been

recorded.

I Sh. Shashi Kant, Gram
Panchayat Paddar,
Tehsil Dharamshala,
Distt. Kangra H.P

He said that why are you interested in
Baner Khad only, there is no interest in
other Khads. Why are you interested in

Jadrangal and Chamunda villages

only?

the project that in Himachal Pradesh
many khads have been studied and
some have been auctioned and some

are in progress.

It was informed by the consultant of |

|
According to me, mining is not |

happening anywhere. You know about |

He said that some things cannot be

predicted. It is not that if mining is not

the flood that came last year, what has ‘ done then the floods will not come. ‘

happened. You want this to happen in ‘

Jadrangal village also.

These things are unpredictable.

|

You said that the mining will not |
happen in 200 meters of upstream and
downstream of the bridge, and not near
the kulhas, then where will it happen.
And also they need a road/way for the

The consultant said that
property would not be used for

road/way.

private |



| | transportation and they will ask people

| ‘ for land for the road. That's why we
Nl ‘ | oppose this project. ‘
'|_7. ~t Somi Trirnla Devi, Gram | She said that ths project should notbe |-

‘ | Panchayat Jadrangal, ‘ establish in this area. Last year also |
|Tehsil Dharamshala, there was water crisis in our area.
| ‘ Distt. Kangra H.P. About 26 hydro projects have been

| \ | establishes in Jia due to which there is |

| | |scarcity of water. Dadh, Pathiyar,

I | ‘Hatwas, Kavadi, Jadrangal villages‘

| | ‘have all been ruined due to water‘

| | | crisis. ‘

"T | Sh. Satish Kumar, Local [ l_wm that when our local | It was informed by the consultant of
| ‘ residential, Gram I| resident who lift the material (through | the project that this will be legal.

| | panchayat Paddar, | tractor or mules) from the khad ‘

| | Tehsil Dharamshala, | without the help of government then it

| ‘ Distt. Kangra H.P is treated as illegal mining but when

| you give permission then it is legal

| ‘ ‘ mining. Why this all discrimination to ‘

| be there?

|
| ‘ Where the government gets money, it

‘ is legal mining and where it is not

| ‘ |available, it is illegal mining.‘

| Government has avoided the public.

| ‘ So why the government does not fix

| the fees from the local people: how
| ‘ || much development will they have if ‘
‘ | they decide the fees from the tractor

| | and mule people? ‘
|

‘_9.— meﬁen_l(m_mr_| As mentioned there will be mining. So | Yes. he will take royalty from them.
‘ | Gram Panchayat Paddar, | the local people who work, then the |
| | Tehsil Dharamshala, mining will take place, will the |
Distt. Kangra H.P ‘contractor will take royalty from
| | them? |

| || L ||




This  will make their material
expensive, so if they are not able to

work, what will happen to them?

If mining takes place, the contractor
will do 2 meters of mining instead of 1

meter.

‘ He told that whoever has got the |

mining lease in the auction. When he ‘
‘ picks up and sells material after
mining, he will take money, but it is
‘ possible that he does not charge any ‘
‘labor rates give wages and takes
money only for sand, gravel amd|

| stone.

'He told that there is provision of
mining only for 1 meter and also
inspection of the lease area will be
conducted by the departments.
Mining will not be conducted more

than 1 meter.

There are 11 kuhals, due to the mining
the water level of their kuhals will also

reduce.

He told that the water level will g0
down when more than 1 meter of‘

mining is done.

10.

Sh. Shashi Kant, Gram
Panchayat Paddar,
Tehsil Dharamshala,
Distt. Kangra H.P

I want to tell that when a contractor
was working on kuhals in our area, a
complaint was filed by a person of the
village for not doing the work of
kuhals properly, then he was slapped
by the contractor. So you can
understand what the dictatorship of the
contractor is and there was a police
case against the same person that he
was interfering in the work. So what
will happen now when this type of

incident will be there?

It was told by the consultant of the ‘
project that it is too bad and no one
will appreciate it. But I, on behalf of
owner, that

the project ensure

whenever there is an environment
clearance, the work will be done with
your consent and full safety measures
will be ensured. People below the

poverty line will be given sand,

grave] free of cost.

Last year there was a lot of trouble due
to non-mining in the area, so
comparatively how much trouble will
happen after mining.

Therefore, the project is opposed by

everyone present here.

| It was informed by the consultant ﬂ
‘ this project that we can’t predict such

‘ things.

10



In addition, the people present in the public hearing opposeithe project by raising their hands
and they left the public hearing. Further, no written Issues/suggestions were received during the public

hearing.

After this, the Chairman thanked all those who were present during the public
hearing and said that the suggestions were given by the public without any fear and pressure. This all
has been recorded in written and by videography also. This will be sent to Govt. of Himachal Pradesh
and further decision shall be taken by the Ministry of Environment, Forest & Climate Change. At last,
the Chairman thanked all the Officers, Officials of various Departments and Pradhan, Up-Pradhan of

nearby villages and local residents.

At the end, Dr. R.K. Nadda, Regional Officer, H. P. State Pollution Control
Board thanked all the officers of different Departments and the public for attending the Public Hearing

and concluded the public hearing.

Encl: Annexure-1 W

Additional District Magistrate
Kangra at Dharamshala
Dfstrict Kangra (H.P.)



Statement of Issues raised in Environmental Public Hearing conducted on date: 10.11.2021
on the proposal submitted by Sh. Ajay Ohri s/o Sh. S.S. Ohri, Village and Post Office Kandwal,
Tehsil Nurpur, Distt. Kangra, H.P for extraction/collection of sand, stone and bajri at Khasra
no. 1380, 1381 and 1382 (Govt. Land, River Bed) over an area measuring 06-32-00 hect falling
in Mauza/MohalPadhar/Jadrangal, Tehsil Dharamshala, Distt. Kangra, H.P.

Environmental Public Hearing on the proposal submitted by Sh. Ajay Ohri s/o Sh. S.S. Ohri, Village
and Post Office Kandwal, Tehsil Nurpur, Distt. Kangra, H.P for extraction/collection of sand, stone
and bajri at Khasra no. 1380, 1381 and 1382 (Govt. Land, River Bed) over an area measuring 06-32-
00 hect falling in Mauza/MohalPadhar/Jadrangal, Tehsil Dharamshala, Distt. Kangra, H.P. was
organized on 10.11.2021 at Play Ground of Village Ghirtholi in Gram Panchayat Paddar, Tehsil
Dharamshala, District Kangra H.P. by H. P. State Pollution Control Board, Regional Office
Dharamshala as per notification No-SO-1533 dated 14.09.2006. This public hearing was organized by
the H.P. State Pollution Control Board under the Chairmanship of Sh. RohitRathour, ADM, Kangra at
Dharamshala according to prescribed process of public hearing. In this public hearing the people
presents refused to sign the attendance sheet and resisted for the setup of this project. Those who
marked their attendance during the public hearing, the attendance sheet is enclosed as (Annexure-I).
The officers/officials from Agriculture Department, Transport Department, Tourism Department,
Hoticulture, Industry Department, Mining Department, werepresent during the public hearing.

First of all Dr. R.K. Nadda, Regional Officer, H. P. State Pollution Control Board, Regional Office
Dharamshala welcomed the Chairman, officers and officials of various Departments, representatives
of all Panchayats, local public, project proponents and their consultants. He requested everyone to
express their views, comments, suggestions and objections regarding the proposal submitted without

any fear and pressure, and Chairman was requested to permit to start the Public Hearing.

The Chairman permitted to start the process of public hearing and requested the project proponent to
explain the details of the proposed mining lease. The detailed description regarding the proposed
Mining Area was given by the consultant of the Project Proponent. ADM, Kangra at Dharamshala-
cum- Chairman Public Hearing Committee requested the people present in this Environmental Public
Hearing to express their views, comments, suggestions and objections regarding this proposed Mining

Lease without any fear and pressure from any corner.

Videography of the public hearing was carried out. Accordingly the proceedings of the Environmental

Public Hearing were recorded (CD enclosed) and the same are reproduced here as under.



Sr. | Name & Address Issues/Suggestions raised

No.

1 Smt. Indu Rani, First, Smt. Indu Rani welcomedall the Officer/Officials from the
Pardhan, Gram different Departments, Pradhan, Up-Pradhans of nearby Panchayats
Panchayat Paddar, and local residents of nearby panchayats. She urged to all the
Tehsil Dharamshala, people present during the public hearing to express their views and
District Kangra H.P. comments about this project.

2 Sh. Sikandar Kumar, 1 want to ask the consultant of this Project, is it correct that no
Gram Panchayat crushing activity will be done here?

KumharkarChahri,
. If there is no crushing and only Boulder will be picked from here
Tehsil Dharamshala,
= then you know that the flood which came in last monsoon had
District Kangra H.P.

created huge damage in the village. The water entered into the
village in spite of having boulders. So when you will pick up these

boulders then will the flow of the water increase or decrease?

What is the meaning of Channelization and will the bank of river be

pucca too?

Tell us whether the flow of the water will be more in case of |

boulders or without the boulders in the khad?

Why the illegal mining is being allowed, as earlier H.P govt. has

banned the illegal mining.

Why is this being done in Baner river and how many parameters

are there?

You have informed about this public hearing by drum beating
instantly and we have no idea about this project or public hearing.
We can lift it ourselves, you have kept it closed. (Talking about the
mining material).Penalties are levied on our tractors which lift the
mining material, and this is considered as illegal mining. So now
what is the reason that you want to develop our area by allowing

people from outside to do mining here?

Potato and paddy are the main crops in this area. Due to 6 hydro
projects in this khad the water is still not sufficient for irrigation of
these crops, if the mining will be there then the water sources are
going to extinct then fromwhere we will get the water for these

Ccrops.




The damage has already occurred in the lower area. I would like to
inform that earlier our kuhals was not in good condition, but after
being channelised, when the water is released from here, it
immediately reaches Hatwas which is 1 to 2 km away from
Chamunda .How will the flow will decrease by picking up the
boulders from the khad.

Who has studied it, all the people here do not have any information
about it. Unless the general public knows about it, how can you

give permission to set up this project?

It is better that build a check dam in BanerKhad. This project will
also harm the environment and you will not carry out any

plantation in the future.

Mining was banned by the Himachal government, why is it being
started now?Wherever there are rivers, the tractor trolleys are not

allowed to lift material.

Sh. ShashiKant, Gram
Panchayat Paddar, tehsil
Dharamshala, Distt.
Kangra, H.P

It has been told that the survey has been conducted. I want to
inform that neither you went to our kuhalsnor did the survey. There
are 06 kuhals and when you do mining, the water level will go
down which will cause problems in irrigation. Come with us and
look at the condition of the area.

Secondly, you did not find any Khadfrom Kandwal to BanerKhad
for mining and found this stretch from ChamundaMandir bridge to
this bridge. When we remove stones and gravel then the mining
department takes action against us. Nothing will happen when you
take it out. Wouldn't there be mining then and if you don't mine
within 100 meters then you will get out around the kuhals and the

tender recipients often show their dictatorship

You have not done any survey, you have not seen the condition of
the people, when there is a loss of any person, instead of
compensating for the loss of any one person, the government asks

for a report of the entire area.

Whether the members of any Panchayat were included while

conducting the survey?




Sh. Satish Kumar,
Chairman Jyoti
Charitable Society,
Gram Panchayat Paddar,
Tehsil Dharamshala,
DisttKangra H.P

[ want to convey that we were informed about this scheme by the
government two days back, which was a very short time. This
BanerKhad, it goes to many villages: Pathiyar, Hatwas, Ambari,
Kabadi and Tharu. This scheme will not only affect our villages but
will affect many villages. Can you tell me who did the survey with
whom?You have used too many English words for the project
description which is beyond the knowledge of the people.

There is also a risk of accident from this project. Because a large
number of students from this area go to their educational
institutions and schools by buses, will our children be safe?

The schemes made by the government are very good but are limited
to paper. This project may also lead to conflicts later.

As you said survey has been done.

There is a Kuhal here which goes to kabadi. How deep is retaining
wall? How deep will it go when mining takes place? The Kullah of
our village comes from the upper side of Chamunda and has to put
up a 4 to 5 feet retaining wall. So what will be the condition of this

area when mining takes place here, so I oppose this project.

If this project is being done for Shri Ajay Ohri, then why not for

our Panchayat so that Panchayat gets employment and income.

Can it be postponed?

If this project is approved despite opposition, then what income

will be received by theconcerned Panchayat?

Will it come in Panchayat fund?

What is its time limit?

Sh. Anish Kumar, Local
residential, Gram
panchayat Paddar,
Tehsil Dharamshala,
Distt. Kangra H.P

[ am 38 years old. And I am watching this khad since many years
and the level of the water is still decreasing and how will the level
of water in the khad raise automatically, if mining will be done
there.

I want to inform that we had a building here and there was a
crusher in it, today a 3-storey house may be submerged in that
khad. There has been so much mining in that khadthat the
government has to build a bridge in it. So how is it possible that
nothing will happen after 1 meter of mining?

These all things remain only in papers. I have never seen its level

rising and it is only going down.




There are 11 kuhalsstarting from Chamunda Devi temple. I want to

ask how much income the government will generate from this.

There are 11 kuhals here. Due to mining, the water level will go
down, due to which the problem of water will arise in the kuhals
and when people tell the problem to the government, the
government will again approve the money for the kuhals and
retaining walls will be used, and then the government's money will

be spent.

If mining willnot take place aroundChamunda bridge and this

bridge, then where will the area be left for mining?

There are 11 kuhals and 2 bridges in this area. The water level will
go down due to mining. Due to which the fields will become dry.

That's why we oppose this project.

Sh. Shashi Kant, Gram
Panchayat Paddar,
Tehsil Dharamshala,
Distt. Kangra H.P

He said that why are you interested in BanerKhad only, there is no
interest in other Khads. Why are you interested in Jadrangal and

Chamunda villages only?

According to me, mining is not happening anywhere. You know
about the flood that came last year, what has happened. You want

this to happen in Jadrangal village also.

You said that the mining will not happen in 200 meters of upstream
and downstream of the bridge, and not near the kulhas, then where
will it happen. And also they need a road/way for the transportation
and they will ask people for land for the road. That's why we

oppose this project.

Smt. Trimla Devi, Gram
| Panchayat Jadrangal,
Tehsil Dharamshala,
Distt. Kangra H.P.

She said that this project should not be establish in this area. Last
year also there was water crisis in our area. About 26 hydro
projects have been establishes in Jia due to which there is scarcity
of water.Dadh, Pathiyar, Hatwas, Kavadi, Jadrangal villages have

all been ruined due to water crisis.




8. Sh. Satish Kumar, Local | I want to ask that when our local resident who lift the material
residential, Gram (through tractor or mules) from the khad without the help of
panchayat Paddar, government then it is treated as illegal mining but when you give
Tehsil Dharamshala, permission then it is legal mining. Why this all discrimination to be
Distt. Kangra H.P there?

Where the government gets money, it is legal mining and where it
is not available, it is illegal mining. Government has avoided the
public.

So why the government does not fix the fees from the local people:
how much development will they have if they decide the fees from
the tractor and mule people?

9. Sh. Parveen Kumar, As mentioned there will be mining. So the local people who work,
Gram Panchayat Paddar, | then the mining will take place, will the contractor will take royalty
Tehsil Dharamshala, from them?

Distt. Kangra H.P This will make their material expensive, so if they are not able to
work, what will happen to them?
If mining takes place, the contractor will do 2 meters of mining
instead of 1 meter.
There are 11 kuhals, due to the mining the water level of their
kuhals will also reduce.

10. | Sh. Shashi Kant, Gram | I want to tell that when a contractor was working on kuhals in our

Panchayat Paddar,
Tehsil Dharamshala,
Distt. Kangra H.P

area, a complaint was filed by a person of the village for not doing
the work of kuhals properly, then he was slapped by the contractor.
So you can understand what the dictatorship of the contractor is and
there was a police case against the same person that he was
interfering in the work. So what will happen now when this type of

incident will be there?

Last year there was a lot of trouble due to non-mining in the area,
so comparatively how much trouble will happen after mining.

Therefore, the project is opposed by everyone present here.




In addition, the public present in the public hearing opposed the project by
raising their hands and they left the public hearing. Further, no written issues/suggestion were

received during the public hearing.

After this, the Chairman thanked all those who were present during the public
hearing and said that the suggestions were given by the public without any fear and pressure. This all
has been recorded in written and by videography also. This will be sent to Govt. of Himachal Pradesh
and further decision shall be taken by the Ministry of Environment, Forest & Climate Change. At last,
the Chairman thanked all the Officers, Officials of various Departments and Pradhan, Up-Pradhan of

nearby villages and local residents.

At the end, Dr. R.K. Nadda, Regional Officer, H. P. State Pollution Control
Board thanked all the officers of different Departments and the public for attending the Public

Hearing and concluded the public hearing,

Encl: Annexure-I @\“”K‘i

Dr. R K.Nadda
Sr. Environmental Engineer
HPSPCB Dharamshala
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