Proceedings of Environmental Public Hearing organized by H.P. State Pollution
Control Board on the proposal submitted by the General Manager, Ravi & Chenab
Projects, Himachal Pradesh Power Corporation Limited, VPO. Sundla,Tehsil-Salooni,
Distt. Chamba (HP) for installation of 6 Nos. of Material Ropeways for construction of
Chanju-III (48 MW) Hydroelectric Project in Tehsil Churah, District Chamba (HP).

Environmental Public Hearing on the proposal submitted by the General Manager, Ravi &
Chenab Projects, Himachal Pradesh Power Corporation Limited, VPO. Sundla, Tehisl-Salooni,
Distt. Chamba (HP) for installation of 6 Nos. Material Ropeways for construction of Chanju-
1 (48 MW) Hydroelectric Project in Tehsil Churah, District Chamba (HP), was organized on
26-10-2018 at 11.00 AM at Chhinj Mela ground, Chanju, near Village-Jakhla, Tehsil-Churah,
Distt. Chamba (HP), by HP State Pollution Control Board, Regional Office Chamba, as per
Notification No. SO-1533 dated 14.09.2016. This Public Hearing was organized by HP State
Pollution Control Board under the Chairmanship of Sh. Hem Raj Bairwa, ADC, Chamba,
District Chamba, Himachal Pradesh according to prescribed process of Public Hearing. The
attendance sheet of participants in the Public Hearing is enclosed as Annex-I. In this Public
Hearing, General Manager Ravi & Chenab Projects, Himachal Pradesh Power Corporation
Limited, Sundla, Distt. Chamba (HP), SDM Churah, CMO Chamba, Regional Manager HRTC
Chamba, Block Development Officer Tissa, Tehsildar Churah, Members of the Local
Administration, Representatives of Gram Panchayat Chanju & Residents of nearby villages
were also present. First of all, Sh. Brij Bhushan, Environmental Engineer, HP State Pollution
Control Board Chamba, welcomed the Chairman ADC Chamba, Officers & Officials of various
Departments of Local Administration, Representative of Himachal Pradesh Power
Corporation Limited, Sundla, their consultants from M/s Perfect Enviro Solutions Pvt. Ltd,,
New Delhi, Representative of Local Gram Panchayats & Local Public and thereafter started
the process of Environmental Public Hearing with the permission of Chairman, ADC Chamba
of this Environmental Public Hearing.

After that, Environmental Engineer, HPSPCB Chamba requested the consultant of Project
Proponent’s M/s Perfect Enviro Solutions Pvt. Ltd. New Delhi, to explain the detailed
information for the proposed installation of 6 Nos. Material Ropeways for construction of
Chanju-III (48MW) Hydroelectric Project. Thereafter, detailed description given by the
consultants M/s Perfect Enviro Solutions Pvt. Ltd. New Delhi. Thereafter, Environmental
Engineer, HPSPCB Chamba, asked the people present in this Environmental Public Hearing
to express their views, comments, suggestion and objections regarding installation of 6
Nos. Material Ropeways for construction of Chanju-III (48MW) Hydroelectric Project
without any fear and pressure from any corner. Also the Chairman ADC Chamba, addressed
the local public and expressed his views on this Environmental Public Hearing

Videography of the Public hearing was also conducted. Accordingly, the proceedings of the

Environmental Public Hearing was recorded and same is reproduced here under-

Scannea py camaoacanner



S.No. | Name and | Issues raised/Suggestions | Reply of Issue
Address submitted raised/Suggestions

submitted

1. Sh. Kheti | He welcomed the Chairman ADC | The Environmental
Ram, Ex- | Chamba, SDM  Churah, Project | Engineer, HP State
Pradhan, Proponent, Local administration & | Pollution Control Board
Gram Public of Gram Panchayat Chanju and | Chamba asked the Public
Panchayat nearby villages in this Environmental | present in this
Chanju, Public Hearing. Environmental Public
Tehsil Hearing to raise

) He said that in this area already a )
Churah Distt. issues/suggestions
Hydel Project in name of M/s Cosmos o _
Chamba (HP) regarding installation of 6

Hydro Power Pvt. Ltd. is in under )
Nos. of Material Ropeways

Construction stage. The people of this .
for construction of Chanju-

area are very poor and no benefit was )
Il (48MW) Hydroelectric

given by this Hydel project to the Local
Project only.

poor people of the area. Before

commencement of this Hydel Project,

they have made commitments to the

local people, but after commencement

of this Hydel Project, no commitment

was fulfilled by this Hydel Project with

the local poor people of the area till

date. He requested the Chairman ADC

Chamba to do justice with local people

of the area.

2. Sh. Yog Raj, | He welcomed the Chairman ADC|The General Manager
Up- Pradhan | Chamba, in this Environmental Public | HPPCL replied that as per
Gram Hearing is being conducted here. provision of HP Govt.
Panchayat | uidelines 700

¥ e He asked the Project Proponent s | L af
Chanju, employment '

J that, how much water will be ploy il e

Tehsil provided to the people of
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Churah,
Distt.
Chamba (HP)

released after completing the

Project? His concern is about
earlier established Hydel Project in
this area in the name of M/s LA
Energy, Chanju-l (36 MW) HEP,
that this project is not releasing the
minimum 15% discharge of water
and due to not releasing of water
by this Project, all the water species
will be finished.

He expressed the ill effects on the
environment by the establishment
of these Hydel projects in the
surrounding area. He pointed out
that, the main source of earning of
the local people/farmers in this
area are growing of green peas and
apple farming. There may - be
chances of damage to their crops of
green peas and apple farming due
to the construction activities of
these Hydel Projects in the area and
he asked the representative of

Project proponent that how much

compensatation will be given for

the damage of these crops in the |

area.
He further said that maximum
people of the area are unskilled and

how much employment will be

given to these unskilled people of

the area. As per his past experience

Himachal Pradesh and we

will follow 100% these
guidelines. For the
unskilled workers

preference will be given to
local people of the area. If
the skilled workers not
found here, then skilled
workers will be procured
from the other part of
Himachal Pradesh. We are
not answerable for the
Hydel

regarding

other private
Projects

recruitment of skilled &

unskilled workers, what
they did earlier here.
e The Chairman ADC

Chamba has clarified to
the public present here
that, this Public Hearing
is being conducted here
for the installation of 6
Nos. of Material

Ropeways only and

Public AHearing for
construction of
Chanju-III (48MW)
Hydroelectric  Project
was already conducted
in last year during June

2017. This HPPCL Hydel
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IA Energy Company
the

that M/s

management made

has
agreement and committed that
100% unskilled people will be
appointed of Chanju Panchayat
area, but in his view that only 10-
20% employment had given to
people of local people of Chanju
Panchayat and remaining
appointed from the outside area.
He requested the representative of
Project proponent to clear his
doubts in front of public present in

this Public hearing.

Project is a H.P Govt.
undertaking project and
the HPPCL will fulfilled
the commitments made
during the  public
hearing. Further he said
that commitments

made by the other
Private Parties, i.e M/s
I.A Energy and M/s
Cosmos Hydro Power
Pvt. Ltd. might have not
fulfilled and this matter
does not seems directly
associated with present
Environmental Public
Hearing. He requested
the public present in the
Environment Public
Hearing here to discuss
the issued/comments
related to this Hydel
Project (Chanju-III)
only.

He informed that under
the provision the LADA
fund/scheme, the Unit/
HPPCL will deposit of
Rs. 6.23 crores for
Chanju Panchayat and
about 46.8 Lacs will be

spent for Water Supply,
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sanitation & Héalth
services in the Chanju
Panchayat affected area.
He further clarified that
if the approach road is
constructed, then
maximum of felling of
trees will occur in this
project and there must
be having an adverse
impact on the
environment. So the
ropeways  will  be
constructed for less
felling of trees and
minimum impact on the
Environment.

The GM of HPPCL has
explained that without
installing of Ropeways
the Chanju-ll, HEP
required around 24.0
KM approach road.
After  installing  of
ropeways only 6.5 KM
approach road will be
constructed, means that
less impact on the
Environment. The
ropeways will be run by
electrical motors or

through DG Sets.




3. Sh. Dalip
Singh, Village
Chaniju,
Jakhla Ward,
Tehsil
Churah,
Distt.
Chamba (HP)

He said that we have many
expectations to these upcoming Hydel
Projects in the area. There may be gain
or loss due to the construction of Hydel
Projects in the area. Due the
construction of M/s Cosmos Hydro
Power Pvt. Ltd. in the area, many
people might have benefitted & local
people constructed around 40 Pucca
Houses in this Panchayat Ward and
having bank account balance in Lacs.
He further said that about 250 workers
employed in this under construction
Hydel Project. About  150-200
Contractors working in this Hydel
Project. Some contractors awarded
about 20 Lacs work & some
contractors having work order of 2-4
thousands. He requested the Chairman
ADC Chamba that this type of partiality
should not happen here and equal
work should be distributed to each
contractor. We have getting the aid
from H.P Govt. Panchayat as well as
from M/s Cosmos Hydro Power Pvt.
Ltd. also. He further added that advent
of such projects results in 40%

economic growth/development in the

area. -
« He pointed out that there might be

the some adverse impact on the

Environment due the construction
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activities of the Hydel Projects in
the area and we have to face these
problems in future. According to
him that, benefits of development
should reach each poor people in
the area. He expressed his
happiness on the HP Government
for setting up power project in the
area and appealed the local people
for supporting & setting up of the
power projects proposed by
Government. Due to these Hydel
Projects there might be a
development of Country as well as

of State of Himachal Pradesh.

4. Sh. Jagdish,
Village -
Jakhla, Tehsil
Churah,
Distt.
Chamba (HP)

He pointed out that statements/issues
submitted in front of the Chairman by
Mr. Dalip Singh, R/o Village Chanju,
Jakhla ward has not true. According to
him the local people have fought
against M/s Cosmos Hydro Power Pvt.
Ltd. and the M/s Cosmos has launched
the FIR against the Local people of the
area and people of the area have to
appear in Police Station. Nobody

having the lacs of rupees in their bank

accounts.

e He expressed his happiness for the
HP Government for setting up this
HPPCL power project in the area
and the local people should support

for setting up of this power project
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proposed by Government. There
should be proper provision for
employment to every person in the
area whether he is skilled or
unskilled. Every people should get
their earning from this Hydel

Project established here.

and linked with many social
welfare organizations. People of the
area have many expectations that
they put their demands/issues in
front of the Hon’ble Chairman ADC
Chamba. This program conducting
here is related to environmental
issues of the Proposed Hydel
Project. The Government as well as
Administration is very conscious
about the health & environment of
the area that a public hearing is
before

Hydel

here
of

Project. He further said that many

organized

commencement the

people has submitted their issues

related to employment &

5. [Sh.  P.C|He welcomed the Chairman ADC | The Chairman ADC Chamba
Thakur, R/o | Chamba, SDM Churah, Tehsildar | addresses the  public
Village Churah, General Manager HPPCL, Local | present here and said that
Chanju administration, Ex and present | various issues/suggestions
Tehsil members of Gram Panchayat, Chanju, | discussed in this Public
Churah, youths & Public present in this | Hearing. He is agreed that
Distt. Environment Public Hearing. when there is dialog within
Chamba the people, then there will
(HP). e According to him, he is a teacher S - ay—

the public present here that
all the issues related to this

project i.e like R&R Plan,

negotiation of land
purchase, utilization of
LADA funds, CSR
(Corporate Social

Responsibility) fund will be

settled by the HPPCL
management.  This s
Himachal Government

Corporation and you have
to faith on this project. The
HPPCL management will
accept the demands of the

people up to the maximum
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environment in this public hearing.
There are many problems toO
discuss here, but these problems
cannot be solved within 1-2 hours
here. The public present here is
very intelligent and NOC was issued
to this project in form of resolution
in Gram Sabha after consultation
with the people of the area. If we
want to link this area with the other
developed part of the Country, it is
necessary that the hydel project
should construct here, due to
upcoming projects the lifestyle of
the local people will uplift here. He
is very grateful that the
administration is with us.

He further informed to the Hon'ble
Chairman that, the conditional NOC
has been given by the Gram
Panchayat to the Project Proponent
and there are about 18-19
points/demands in that NOC. At
present he has not having that NOC,
may be available with the GM
HPPCL or he will provide the same
in the evening. We and the public
wants the assurance from the
project ~ proponent that this
conditional NOC should be execute
here. Earlier there are many

commitments made in written here

extent.
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regarding hiring of vehicles,
employment, open a new office,
protection of environment, LADA
fund utilization etc. These demands
should be implemented here & this

project should be constructed here.

He further said that the
construction of ropeways is a good
step to save the environment.
According to him more expenditure
will occur on the construction of
rope ways instead of Road
construction in view to save the
Environment. This appreciation
goes to the Project Proponent.
Whereas, with the construction of
the Ropeways, the environment
will be least effected and tree
felling can be avoided to the
maximum extent. Hence,
environment will be saved with
appreciation to the Project
Proponent. He again said that the
conditional NOC was issued after
conducting 3-4 Gram Sabha,s after
consultation of each people with
their problems in the area & these
conditional 18-19 points/demands
should be implemented. He further
requested to the public present
here if they wants to add more

statement/things, then they speak
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freely in thijs public hearing. The

District administration as well as

Project Proponent are present here
and there should be no injustice
with the people of the area. Our

problems in the area will be settled

and our economy will rise. He
further said that, there is a delay in
the process of acquisition of the
land in the area, he requested the
administration that process of
acquisition of the demarked land
and houses shall be speedup. The
office building of the Proponent
should be here and problems of the
local people resolved easily with
conversation. This is Government
Project and the Government will

always remain with the people.

In the end, the Chairman of this Environmental Public Hearing Sh. Hem Raj Bairwa ADC

Chamba, thanked all the participants for attending the Environmental Public Hearing.

em Raj Bairwa
rict Commissioner
Chamba, Distt. Chamba (HP)

11
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