
Proceedings of Environmental Clearance project proposal received from Sh. G.P. Acharya, 

VPO Sagoor, Tehsil Baijnath, District Kangra H.P. for the extraction/collection of sand, stone 

and bajri from Khasra no. 2181, 3586/2 182 & 3585/2182 measuring area 05-97-84 Hect. 

(Govt. land, river bed) falling in Mauza & Mohal Dhanag, Tehsil Baijnath, District Kangra 

H.P. 

Environmental Public Hearing on the proposal submitted by Sh. G.P. 

Acharya, VPO Sagoor, Tehsil Baijnath, District Kangra H.P. for the extraction/collection of sand, 

stone and bajri from Khasra no. 2181, 3586/2182 & 3585/2182 measuring area 05-97-84 Hect. 

(Govt. land, river bed) falling in Mauza & Mohal Dhanag, Tehsil Baijnath, District Kangra H.P. 

was conducted on date: 16.05.2025 at the private land of Sh. Surinder Singh S/o Sh. Shakti Singh 

located near mining lease area at Khasra No. 3638/1991 at Mohal Dhanag, Tehsil Baijnath, District 

Kangra H.P. by H. P. State Pollution Control Board, Regional Office Dharam shala as per 

notification No-SO-1533 dated 14.09.2006. This public hearing was organized by H.P. State 

Pollution Control Board under the Chairmanship of Ms. Shilpi Beakta, H.A.S., Addl. Distirct 

Magistrate, Kangra at Dharamshala according to prescribed process of public hearing. The 

attendance sheet of participants present in the public hearing is enclosed (Annexure-I). 

The officers/officials from different departments and Pradhan/ Up 

Pradhan and representatives of Panchayat, & local public of Panchayats were also present during 

the public hearing. 

First of all, Er. Varun Gupta, Regional Officer, H. P. State Pollution 

Control Board, Regional Office Dharamshala welcomed the Chairperson, officers and officials of 

various Departments, representatives of all Panchayats, local public, project proponents and their 

consultants. He requested everyone to express their views, comments, suggestions and objections 

was requested to regarding the proposal submitted without any fear and pressure, and Chairperson 

permit to start the public hearing. 

The Chairperson permitted to start the process of public hearing and 

the project proponent was requested to give the detailed description to the public about the project 

proposal. The detailed description regarding this proposed mining area was given by the consultant 

of the Project Proponent. The Chairperson also requested the people present in this Environmental 

Public Hearing to express their views, comments, suggestions and objections regarding this 

proposed Mining Lease without any fear and pressure from any corner. 
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Videography of the public hearing was carried out. Accordingly the 

proceedings of the Environmental Public Hearing were recorded and the same are reproduced here 

as under. 

Sr. 

No. 
1 

Name & Address 

Sh. 

Jaswal, 
Dhanag, 

Issues/Suggestions raised 

Mahender First he of all, thanked the 

Village Chairperson and the officers and 
Tehsil officials of various departments and 

District the local residents. He said that we Baijnath, 
Kangra H.P. used this river water for daily use 

purpose and for animals. But since 
the mining is carried out, the water 
level of the handpumps and kulhas 
has gone down. Due to this, the river 
water will not be available for future 
generations. Therefore, we request 
you to consider all the issues raised 
by us during this public hearing. Due 
to lack of water, the land is becoming 
barren and due to mining activities in 
the area, the roads and drains have 
got damaged. The intake level of the 
Kuhals has become above the level of 
khad, due to which water does not 
flows through the Kuhals. He 
requested that their views should be 
considered. 

He requested that our issues should 
also be taken into consideration 

before approval of this proposed 
mining project. Kuhals were 
constructed earlier after spending lot 
of money, but due to mining 
activities, they have been damaged. 
The water level of the khad has also 
gone down due to mining activities 
due to which water does not come in 
the irrigation Kuhals. 

Reply 
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The project consultant informed 

that the proposed mining lease 
holder is not being carrying out 
mining here and mining being 
carried out here is illegal 
mining. If this mining lease is 
approved, then illegal mining 
will also stop. Regarding 
damage to the roads due to this 
proposed mining lease, you may 
discuss with the mining lease 
holder that mining should not 
cause any damage to this area. 
The project consultant also said 
that the mining will be carried 
out scientifically and will be 
carried out within the prescribed 
limit i.e. upto one meter and if 
mining is not being carried out 
as per rules, then you can file a 
complaint to the mining 

department. 

Chairperson informed that instructions will be given to construct check dams for the problem of water so that there is no shortage of water in the Kuhals and a proposal for reconstruction of the Kuhals will be prepared and sent to the Additional Deputy Commissioner for the renovation of Kuhals. For shortage of water in hand pumps, the reasons will be investigated by taking the list of hand pumps from the Gram Panchayat. 
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3 

Sh. Joginder Singh, First of 
Village 
Tehsil 

District 
H.P. 

he all, thanked the 

Dhanag, chairperson and the officers and 

Baijnath, employees of various departments 

Kangra and the local residents. He said that 

there is a water scheme about 750 

meters below the Paprola railway 
bridge for Majhairna and water level 
of this scheme has gone down due to 

which the government has suffered a 
loss of crores of rupees. Mining 
activities are also being carried out 
near crematorium by JCB. Where 
should we complaint about this? Our 
land was eroded earlier and a lot of 
land was washed away. Whenever a 
mining lease is allotted, mining 
activities are carried out beyond the 
norms. When they are asked about causes 
this, they fight with us. Therefore, Panchayat. If there were already 
mining should not be allowed here.gharaats in Dhanag, then steps 
Earlier our Kuhals were constructed will be taken to rehabilitate a 
with the help of villagers and lot of gharaat under the Jan Sahayog 
water used to flow in the Kuhals. But Yojana. For this, cooperation of 
due to mining, the water level has all is required SO that 

gone down and about 20 kanal of development work could be 
land has become barren. Mining was 
carried out earlier also but it was less, 
now mining is being carried out by 
JCB. The Kuhal water was used to 

run the mill (Gharaat). He questioned 
which department uses the khad 
material for construction work. So I 
request you to please consider our 
issues and send to the government 
and mining should not be carried out 
or it should be carried out in a low 

level so that our village and future 
generations could be saved. 

Chairperson assured that the 
objections raised against the 
mining in the said arca will be 
sent to the government. Apart 
from this, the matter will be 
raised with the Chief Engineer., 
Jal Shakti Vibhag for the water 

scheme for Majhairna, so that it 
can be made properly functional 
again. After taking a report from 
the mining department on illegal 
mining near Binwa bridge, the 
matter will be forwarded for 

action taking against the 

culprits. Further action will be 
taken by seeking information 
about land erosion and its 

from the Gram 

Sh. Daulat Ram He informed that earlier the river 

Kapoor, Lambardar used to flow at the distance of 60 
Dhanag, Village meter from his land, but due to soil 
Dhanag, Tehsil erosion 10 meter depth of land has 

District flown with water and now the river 
flows at a distance of 50 meters for 
the public hearing site. our land is at 

Baijnath, 
Kangra H.P. 

done. 

The project consultant informed 
that the mining lease is being 
auctioned by the mining 
department because of the 

abundance of material in this 
place. Due to the abundance of 
material, the water level rises 



4 Sh. 

Jaswal, 
Dhanag, 
Baijnath, 

the distance of 50 meters from here 
and earlier the distance of the land is 
10 meters more from here. But due to 

the flow of water, our land has eroded 
and the flow of water has also turned 
towards our land. The road for the 
mining lease is also on our land. Our 
land has been damaged due to the 
flow of water of Binwa river during 
rains. Therefore, before giving the 
mining lease, this should be 
reconsidered so that we and all the 
villagers can get relief from it. 

He said that more than 100 saplings 
of white cedar were planted by the 
Forest Department 20 years ago and 
they have almost vanished. Villagers 
used to graze their cattle but now the 
condition of this khad has 
deteriorated and it has become 
difficult to go to the other side of the 
river. 

Chairperson gave instructions to 
the mining department to submit 
a report on the alleged illegal 

mining. Apart from this, 
Chairperson assured that the 
matter would be forwarded to 

Chairperson asked Daulatram the Soil Conservation Kapoor, whether land erosion is Department to prepare the 
taking place due to water flow or estimate for the damage due to 
whether this happens every rainy flow of water of the khad and 

the same estimate will be 
forwarded to Concerned 
authorities for further relief. For 
this, you also take up the matter 
with Naib Tehsildar Baijnath. 
Apart from this, the question 
raised regarding illegal mining 
in Sagoor area has been 
registered and We will 

recommend filing an FIR in the 
matter. 

season. 

Sh. Daulatram Kapoor informed that 
earlier the flow of the river was 
towards the other side but due to 
mining in Sagoor area, the flow has 
changed towards our land. 

Mahender He informed that earlier the water of 
Village khad was used for the cremation 
Tehsil purpose but now the level of the river 

District water has also gone down. 

which causes erosion. If mining 
is carried out, the water level 
will go down and soil erosion 
will not occur. There is a 
provision to construct 5 to 10 
check dams in this project, 
hence you can get in touch with 
the project proponent and a 
check dam to be constructed at 
the place of land erosion. 
The project consultant informed 
that since 2016 no mining lease 
has been granted and whatever 

mining has been carried out is 
illegal. If mining is carried out 
as per rules then no harm wilI 
occur and the said mining lease 
holder will be responsible. 
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Environmental 
Engineer, Himachal Pradesh 
State Pollution Control Board 
informed that your suggestions 

Assistant 
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Kangra H.P. 

Sh. Rajan Kumar, 
Village 
Tehsil 
District 
H.P. 

District 

H.P. 

First of all, he thanked 

Dnanag, Chairperson and the officers and 

Sh. Vinod Kumar 
S/o Late Sh. Amar 
Nath, R/o Dhanag, 
Tehsil 

Baijnath, officials of various departments and related to this proposed mining 

have been 
recorded and besides 

this, he requested the people to 

Cxpress their 
suggestions, 

views 

and complaints 
regarding this 

mining project only. 

the Chairperson 
informed that the 

issues raised by you are n0t 

hangra the local residents. He said that the 

mining is being carried out beneath 

the railway bridge, at Khasra No. 161 

and T62 since 1996-97. I have about 

o0 Kanals of land in Baijnath (Bagan 

area), out of which 07 kanals of land 

has been washed away and the reason 

for this is illegal mining and no 
department is helping in this. I have 
all the records of this. No action is 
taken by the department in this 
matter. If we see on the spot, how 
much loss has been caused, when an 
objection is lodged against it, they 
start fighting. The government 
auctions the mining lease (patta) but 
does not think about the people. And 
even when a complaint is made in 
writing, no action taken. I informed 
all the concerned departments about 

this in writing but no action was 
initiated. 

He said that all the kuhalas are being 
constructed by using cement, they 

should be cemented as per the 
Baijnath, requirement. Due to cementing of 

Kangra kuhalas, natural water sources are 
drying up. Hence, this issue should be 
noted. 

Sh. Dalip Jariyal First of all, he thanked the 
R/o Dhanag, Tehsil chairperson and the officer and 

Baijnath, District officials of various departments and 
local residents. He said that the Kangra H.P. 

whether this mining work Should be 
carried out here or not. He said that 
the mining department has not 
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project. She requested to Visit 

the office and discuss the issues 

other than the proposed project. 
she also Apart from this, 

requested to give applications in 

writing so that action could be 

initiated on them. 

Chairperson informed that the 
issue raised by you has been 
recorded. 

Chairperson asked him 
submit the objections raised 
through the Gram Panchayat so 
that it can be answered with the 

people present here should be asked, public hearing proceedings and 

to 

sent to the Goyernment. 
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initiated any work for the last 5 ycars. 
As informed, the Paprola bridge is 
also saved because of the railway 
department. Due to excessive mining, 
the level of the Kuhals has gone up 
and mining is still going on. In the 
last 5 ycars, no safety dams have 
been built by the mining department 
and no action has becen taken on this. 

Sh. Rohit Kumar, First of all, he thanked the 
Pradhan Gram Chairperson and the officers and 
Panchayat Dhanag. employees of various departments 
Tehsil Baijnath,present and the local residents. He 

Kangra said that this public hearing is about 
the advantages and disadvantages of 
the proposed mining project. At 
present, the reason of loss is illegal 
mining and people are facing loss due 
to land erosion which is caused due to 

illegal mining and if this mining is 
carried out legally then in that 
situation an objection can be lodged 
against the said contractor in the 
concerned department for the loss 
incurred. Apart from this, the 
decrease in water level is also the 

result of illegal mining and there is a 
limit to mining as per the rules. It is 
necessary to have a check dam 
system to deal with the shortage of 
water, this will provide relief from 
soil erosion. Mining is also necessary 
because there is loss due to lack of 
mining. Therefore, everyone's 
responsibility is fixed if it is carried 
out as per the rules. Apart from this. 

mining work should also support the 
Panchayat so that the development 
work of the Panchayat can be done. 

Sh. Sagar Singh, He said that there is only one road, 

R/o Dhanag, Tehsil which is used for mining purpose and| 
Baijnath, District is also used by everyone. But when 

Kangra H.P. vehicles are used for mining, the 
people and school children will face 
problems. 

District 
H.P. 
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Chairperson informed that there 
is a district mineral fund and she 
requested the Pradhan Gram 
Panchayat Dhanag to make a 

proposal for the check dams and 
other Panchayat development 
works and ensure that it is to be 
sent so that further action can be 
taken on it. 

The project consultant informed 
that only small tippers would be 
used in it. 

The Chairperson informed that 
the problem of the road will be 



hearing. 

resolved by inspecting the spot 
or somne other alternative route 

will be considered. 

In addition, no written issues/suggestions were received during the public 

After this, the Chairperson thanked all those who were present during the 
public hearing and said that the suggestions were given by the public without any fear and pressure. 
This all has been recorded in written and videography has also been done. This will be sent to Govt. 
of Himachal Pradesh and further decision shall be taken by the Government. At last, the Chairman 
thanked all the Officers, Officials of various Departments and Pradhan, Up-Pradhan of villages and 
local residents. 

At the end, Er. Varun Gupta, Regional Officer, H. P. State Pollution Control 
Board thanked all the officers of different Departments and the public for attending the Public 
Hearing and concluded the public hearing. 
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Shilpi Beakta, H.A.S., 
Additional District Magistrate, 

Kangra at Dharamshala. 
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